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The Pre-Boerne Settlement - Part I
Also Used by a Historian in 1894 to Describe Land along Cibolo Creek

By Bryden Moon
451 N. Main St.

“Tusculum” is located in Italy; of hilly ter-

Boerne, TX 78006

rain, the region is situated approximately
13 miles (or 21 kilometers) as the crow
flies southeast of Rome. With roots in early millennium B. C., many centuries later
the wealthy members of Rome’s elite retreated to their villas in the Alban Hills to
catch the breezes in the heat of the summer months. And Tusculum was once
used in an 1894 German Texas history
book published in San Antonio; it is the
earliest known reference to describe
homestead land along Cibolo Creek, but
it’s not what you think!
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Tusculum (in red) 21 Kilometers from Rome

“Iron Age”
in origin,
Tusculum
occupied a
small footprint; historians listed
it as an Italian “city
state” in
500 B. C.
and calculated its
then counPlan of Roman Tusculum (published in 1883)
tryside landmass as 7.07 square miles. In 381 BC it became the first Latin Settlement (Latium) to
obtain Roman citizenship. The ancient hilltop community was once fortified with walls,
and had an amphitheater, as well a forum and necropolis. Tusculum’s citadel was
perched on its summit; this elevated site at one time also contained temples to Jupiter
and Castor & Pollux.

Winter 2021/2022 — December-January-February

Welcome to “Tusculum,” an Iron Age Region in Italy —
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Pre-Boerne, Page 2
Some Texas historians have surmised that Tusculum was
the name of the Roman statesman Cicero’s villa. While
he did have a villa near the Italian hillside, it’s possible
the confusion stems from the title of one of his philosophical works called “Tusculanae disputations” (“Conversations at Tusculum”). Regardless, Tusculum was a well-documented, centuries-old region and
was not exclusive to Cicero. Due to its elevated terrain
(2,000 feet), cradled in a wing of the Alban Hills, it captured the cooler airstream during summer months; in
first century B.C. through fourth century A.D., it was a
favorite resort and wealthy Romans had their summer
villas nestled in its hills. Tusculum is now embedded in
the southwest corner of Rome’s physical proper, and the
region of Rome’s Tusculum is now called “Frascati.”

Illustration of Alban Hills

Around Frascati (Former Tusculum Region)

Now, a local Tusculum did exist, but only conceptually. Moving
ahead nearly two millennia, in the early 1890s, historian Adolf Paul Weber
came to San Antonio to research and write about the rich history of German
immigration and settlement in Texas…several Texas newspapers noted his
presence. In “Part 2” on page 9 of his 1894 publication, Deutsche Pioniere: zur
Geschichte des Deutschthums in Texas, the author ventured into Kendall
County, profiling early pioneers along Cibolo Creek in the Boerne area.
Here Weber noted the presence of
well-credentialed Darmstadt emigrant, Doctor Ferdinand Herff, who
after his first acquisition of 320 acres
just outside the Boerne plot in 1852,
steadily added adjacent parcels; before the 1850s had ended Dr. Herff
had assembled a land mass of nearly
2650 acres, totaling approximately
4.14 square miles. With Cibolo Creek
coursing through, here he created an
enclave, a summer retreat, as the hilly
terrain of future Kendall County collected
Adolf Paul Weber
the summer breezes; this assembly of land
1894 Publication
was in addition to his San Antonio residence and medical practice where he maintained a presence during the majority of the year.
Dr. Ferdinand Herff Circa 1865
Credit: UTSA Special Collections

His accumulated farm and ranch land ranged to the east and after 1859
abutted the southwestern edge of George Wilkins Kendall’s Post Oak Spring
Ranch.
(Continued on Page 3)
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Pre-Boerne, continued
Described by Weber in his 1894 book, he used Doctor Herff's annual ritual of leaving San Antonio in the hot summer
months and venturing north to his hilly property outside of Boerne and then subtly compared our landscape to the
hills not far from Rome...the ancient Tusculum region. In perfect context to the Roman's hilly Tusculum location, Weber wrote, “The German pioneer doctor of southwestern Texas and old Forties, Dr. Ferdinand Herff, had acquired considerable land in the immediate vicinity of Boerne and created a friendly 'Tusculum' for himself. The presence of the
elderly physician there every year during the summer months made some hopeful patients make a pilgrimage from
near and far to the quiet town located in that strange hill country, which is a rarity in the geography of the earth.”

Adolf Paul Weber‘s Passage on Doctor Herff’s “Friendly Tusculum”

So, what about our pre-Boerne settlement? While the commune certainly existed, no primary documents exist to support that it was called Tusculum. Instead, historian Adolph Paul Weber and eyewitnesses of their era used unique and
appropriate appellations to collectively describe pre-Boerne’s early pioneers. Check back as we will explore this topic
and spotlight the young men who first populated the Cibolo Creek communal farm in our upcoming edition.

Next edition: The Pre-Boerne Settlement - Part II
Despite Lore, No Nickname for the Communal Farm Unearthed
Alternative Names Were Chronicled by Weber and Other Pre-1900 Eyewitnesses
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Magical History Tour
Kendall County Historical Commission Hosts
Frank Graves – Early American Percussion Firearms Expert
Wednesday, January 26, 6:00 P.M., Patrick Heath Public Library

Steeped with history, old weapons capture our imagination.

At
this evening program, Frank Graves, an expert on American percussion firearms, a member of the invitation-only, American Society of Arms Collectors, and a 50-year plus student of the earliest Colt revolvers, will detail early Kendall County and Boerne
weapons.
Of local note, Mr. Graves was one of the guest speakers at Kendall County’s 170th anniversary celebration of the Battle of Walker’s Creek. Mr. Graves, who has been a collector since his youth,
will share his extensive knowledge and life-long passion of early
guns in his program. While many have heard of the famous
marksman, Ad Toepperwein, one the details that Frank has uncovered was the fact that his father, Boerne resident E. A. F.
Toepperwein, actually developed a patent for a repeating rifle in
1875. The background on this story and more will be incorporated into his presentation.
Free and open to the public in the Patrick Heath Public Library –
Community Room on Wednesday, January 26th at 6:00 pm. Any
questions contact Bryden Moon @ bemoonjr@aol.com.

E. A. F. Toepperwein Repeating Rifle (top)
E. A. F. Toepperwein Patent Model (bottom)

A Big Thank You From Boerne Book & Arts Fest
Another book festival is in the books! This would not be possible without the support of library staff, volunteers, sponsors and community organizations. A special thank you to Caren
Creech, Robin Stauber and Kelly Skovbjerg for all their organization. City of Boerne volunteers
and the City’s Hill Country Mile initiative provided sweat equity and the cutest little book tote
bags. The Moms and Daughters of the National Charity League and the Moms and Sons from YMSL Philanthropy
helped with whatever was needed and manned the children’s art tent. The City’s Communications Director Chris
Shadrock was a rockstar videographer and photographer. Sponsor The Deckle Edge was on site all day to talk to authors about their work and the importance of the written word for a wonderfully produced podcast recapping the
day’s events (go to thedeckleedge.com to listen or look it up on Spotify). Friends of the Boerne Public Library, Frost
Bank, Kay and Bryden Moon, HEB, the Kendall and Bandera Electric Cooperative provided the financial support needed to undertake our small but mighty book fest. Finally, the Kendall County Historical Commission is invaluable to
spreading the word and showing up in force to support Texas writers and Texas history. We are extremely grateful
to you all!
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Daniel Avery Foote, Sr.
Civil War Union Veteran, Boerne Businessman
By Kathryn Adam Hurst
When the Civil War began in April 1861, Daniel Avery Foote was eighteen years old and living in Peru, LaSalle County,
Illinois. Four months later, Daniel went to Chicago and joined the Union Army, and the following month he was assigned to Company G of the 88th Illinois Infantry Regiment. This regiment became part of the Army of the Cumberland.
In October, they participated in the Battle of Perryville in Kentucky. The battle began when Union troops skirmished
with Confederate soldiers because both sides needed fresh water. The next day fighting became more intense. Union
forces were reinforced and held the line, and the Confederates, who were short of men and supplies, fell back.
For two years, the Army of the Cumberland marched through the South, spending most of their time in Georgia as part
of the Atlanta Campaign. Their first battle in Georgia took place in Catoosa County at the Battle of Chickamauga in
1863. They spent eleven months in Georgia before marching to Tennessee, where in November 1864, they fought in
the Battle of Franklin. The 88th remained in Tennessee until June 1865, when the soldiers were mustered out and sent
home to Illinois. Daniel mustered out as a corporal and is listed on the US 1890 Veteran Census in Kendall County.
Daniel was almost six feet tall, with dark
hair, eyes, and skin. He was a farmer
when he enlisted in the Army. The 1880
US census lists him living in Downers
Grove, DuPage County, Illinois, in the
home of Asahel Ermigh, who is a patent
right, born in New York. Daniel is 35
years old and listed as an agent.
Five years later, he is living in Kendall
County, where he married Abigail Gager
on April 27. In 1880 Abigail “Addie” was
residing in Downers Creek, DuPage
County, Illinois. She moved to Texas with
her family in 1883. One can suppose he
followed her to Texas.
Once married, Daniel began purchasing
land and opened a lumber, furniture,
undertaker, and embalmer business that
operated until 1914.
This image (l) of the Vanderstratten Saloon
on Main Street is the only known image we
have of Daniel Foote, partially obscured in
the back. A lively community spot, the
saloon and a few other buildings burned
down in 1908. From Garland Perry’s book,
Historical Images of Boerne.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Foote, cont.

Historic Kendall County Courthouse

Daniel and Addie had one son, Daniel Avery, Jr., born in December 1886, who married Louise Auguste Zoeller,
daughter of Kendall County Sheriff George Zoeller. They had two children Vincent and Daniel III. Daniel Jr. and his
family moved to San Antonio during the mid-1910s, where he worked for Riebe Undertakers. At age twenty-nine, he
died in a San Antonio sanitarium of variola hemorghagica, a fatal form of smallpox. Louise and her two sons remained in San Antonio after his death.

In 1908 Daniel operated D. A. Foote & Co. with his son and B. D. Wilkins. They specialized in cedar posts, logs, telephone poles, house blocks, and cedar charcoal.
Max Beseler sold ten acres to Daniel and Addie in 1897, where they built a house. It is over one hundred years old,
located on North Main Street, and is in excellent condition.
Born in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga County, New York,
Daniel is descended from American Revolutionary
War ancestors. When he was four, his family moved
to Putnam County, Illinois, where his father worked as
a schoolteacher. The family later relocated to Peru in
LaSalle County, where his father was a city constable.

Daniel Avery Foote Home
Dietert Historical Archives, Patrick Heath Public Library

In 1924, Daniel Avery Foote, Sr., died at age 81 in
Boerne. He was a member of the Edward Otho
Cresap Ord Grand Army of the Republic Post, an organization for Union veterans in San Antonio and the
American Legion. His wife, Abigail, moved from
Boerne to San Antonio in the 1940s. There she celebrated her 90th birthday in 1942. The highlight of the
party was her recitation of “Barbara Fritsche” by
James Greenleaf Whittier. The ballad written in 1863
was about the American Civil War. She memorized the
poem when she was sixteen.
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A Brief Encounter, a New Friend and Family History
Along the Confluence of Creeks, Part 1
By: J. Glenn Cummings
Sometimes a little history falls in my lap.

A few years ago, driving out
Scenic Loop Road south of Boerne, I saw an elderly man at his mailbox
and stopped for a chat. My new friend was Terry Gombert of an early
Boerne area pioneer family. I would stop to visit Terry every so often
and one day I asked him about growing up in Boerne in the 1930s and
40s.
His parents, Arthur Adolph Gombert and Jesse Whitworth Gombert,
owned acreage (320 acres) north of Boerne on Sabinas Creek. Terry said
the creek was very pretty with deep holes and they often caught a mess
of fish, mostly sun perch and catfish. The Sabinas was then, and remains
a fine spring fed creek, especially on the lower reaches. Terry said his
dad farmed and ranched for a living and they had a peach orchard along
with pear, fig, plum, pecan and walnut trees. He remembered growing
big crops of tomatoes and going with his father to deliver them to San
Antonio for market. The creek, of course, was also enjoyed for swimming.

Terry, his brothers Roy and Garth, and sister
Maisie attended school at Wasp Creek
School until about 1943 when the area
country schools closed and the country kids
went to Boerne, Comfort, and Blanco
schools. Gladys Whitworth Fincke said the
country kids were perhaps a little shock to
the city kids at first, but everyone got along
and became friends. Gladys remembers her
uncle Arthur as quiet and laid back and her
aunt Jesse as a good ole fun loving country
girl.

Wasp Creek School, Kendall County, Texas, 1932.
From the Maisie Gombert Falvey collection.

I asked Terry if he had any special memories
about growing up on the farm? He said they
enjoyed going over to “the General’s place”
during World War II and “spotting” for aircraft. “What General?,” I asked.
Terry replied, “General “Dorey.”

(Continued on Page 8)
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Gombert Family, cont.
Terry said the General and his family lived near the confluence of Sabinas Creek
and the Guadalupe River, not too far from the Gomberts. He recalled the General
had served in the Philippines and in World War One and he had Philippine domestic employees and the food was always good. With a grin, Terry said if no planes
came over for them to identify, the General would get on the phone to one of the
San Antonio bases and tell them, “if you want us to spot planes, send some
planes,” and soon a few planes would come over.

The Boerne Star. Date unspecified.

With a little research, I found the
“General” was Major General
(Retired) Halstead Dorey who graduated from West Point in 1897 and
served in the Philippine Insurrection
and World War One. General Dorey
retired at Fort Sam Houston in 1935
and purchased his 315 acre ranch on
the Sabinas on July 7, 1934 from G. P.
and Mrs. Minnie F. Trimble for
$5,000. The Dorey’s were active in
St. Helena Episcopal Church. Mrs.
Theodora Cheney Dorey (from Manchester, Connecticut) was talented
and produced and directed plays at
the church. Bar-B-Que fund raisers
for the church would be held at the
Dorey Ranch. The Dorey daughters
were Georgianna and Ednah. The
Dorey family was active in civic
affairs in Boerne during World War II.
Major General Halstead Dorey,
Internet Photo.
General Dorey and Arthur Gombert
both served the war effort by selling
war bonds. Sadly, General Dorey passed away on June 19, 1946. Mrs. Dorey and
Ednah purchased a place on Hwy 46 west of Boerne. Mrs. Theodora Dorey
passed away on May 31, 1951 and is buried next to her husband at West Point.
We were unable to find anyone who remembered the Dorey’s in Boerne.
There are plentiful newsclips in the Boerne Star archives.

The Boerne Star
June 13, 1946, page 4.

The Boerne Star
February 13, 1941, page 1

(Continued on Page 9)
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Gombert, cont.
Another aside: Both General Dorey and Arthur Gombert served in World War One in far away France at the Battles
of the Marne. We can only speculate if they ever had a conversation about that, but it is likely Arthur Gombert was
aware that General Dorey had been in command of the 4th Infantry Regiment in France. What a small world that the
two men became neighbors in Kendall County, Texas, later in life.
Next edition: Conversations and Family History, Part II

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

For a short-timer in Boerne, I have learned a lot of local history and made
many friends, mostly older folks who lived and know early Boerne history.
My family came to Boerne in October 2013 from Beaumont, Texas. Ah, I
am another one of those “confounded newcomers!” Well, yes, but I have
some roots here going back to the 1930s. My father, James Burton, “Mr.
Jim” Cummings worked for Pearl Norris for the Boerne Telephone Company and lived in Boerne. He had a young wife named Willie Mae Turk Cummings. One day she died suddenly of an aneurism. Friends of my dad in
Boerne at that time included Edythe and Raymond Dixon. Raymond also
worked for the phone company. The Dixon children were Louise, Nelda,
and Janice. They lived at the corner of San Antonio Avenue and School
Street. (then named Rust Street). I remember stopping there one day as
we traveled through Boerne in about 1953 or 54. The house is still there,
recently restored. The last of the Dixon’s, Louise Dixon Currier, recently
passed away in Cushing, Oklahoma.

Raymond Dixon and J. B. Jim Cummings
at the Dixon home in Boerne, Texas.
Date unknown.

Thank You to Our Recent Echoes Contributors
Kathryn Adam-Hurst, Val Anderson, John Benedict, Ron Cisneros, Glenn
Cummings, Andy Crews, Julie Gossell, Mike Howle, James Hurst,
Myrna Flach Langford, Bryden Moon, Donna Peacock, Anne Stewart
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Early Boerne…A Hub of Activity and Speculation
By Val Anderson
An article from the San Antonio Light in 1908 (and highlighted in the Summer 2021 Echoes) described in detail many
of the people and businesses that were present in Boerne in that given year. The historical figures who were missing
from the “snapshot” were of particular interest. They may have simply been left out, or they may not have arrived in
Boerne or even been born, yet. It can be an almost natural tendency to overlook the distinct footprints of individual
generations when considering Boerne’s past. It was the same then as it is now. Ten or twenty years makes a huge
difference on the landscape of who interacted with each other. It is especially easy for the picture to be blurred given
the fact that families tended to be large with successive generations having the same last name (and often the same
first and middle names) and marrying into other local families.
The article in this edition of the Echoes is about the earliest years of Boerne and was motivated by that previously
mentioned 1908 editorial. Hopefully, it will help to paint a picture of the era immediately before and after Boerne’s
founding in 1852. Boerne, most probably, would not have been described as a “sleepy little town.”
For the most part, the people who were present were probably adventurous, courageous, strong, and actively in pursuit of opportunity. They had broken away from their homes with very little chance for return if all did not go well.
They had braved treacherous oceans, fought for their lives, faced disease which routinely felled their dearly beloved
family members, and pushed their physical strength to the limits. They often walked and carried their possessions for
miles on end through overwhelmingly harsh conditions. The thousands of German immigrants to the Texas Hill Country were distinctly different from the millions who immigrated to the East Coast of the United States and disseminated
across the country. The Texas Hill Country immigrants were meant to stay as an entity unto themselves and to keep
ties to Germany.

Old photographs of the unique styles of many early Texas Hill Country homes as early settlers
endeavored to put a roof over their head and find some protection from the elements.
This selection includes log homes of Kendall County residents E. Degener, N. Zink, & W. Vogt.

A fairly accurate description of early Boerne might be as a hub of activity and speculation. Even before the town was
platted in 1852 and the first lot went up for sale, the surrounding area was well known. During the late 1830s and
early 1840s, most of the land around present-day Boerne had been surveyed by the Republic of Texas and awarded as
grants to certain individuals. Those individuals owned the land and subsequently used the land as investments to be
sold later. As Delray Fisher states in The Lands of Texas, Volume III, Kendall County, “No information I have found
would indicate that any of these early landowners ever lived on their grants.”

(Continued on Page 11)
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Early Boerne, cont.
The fierce Native Americans who roamed throughout
the entire area kept settlement at bay until armed fighters with advanced gun technology, and the sheer number of settlers brought about a change for their relative
safety.
For those settlers (mostly Germanic immigrants) who
came after 1846 to the land in and around future Boerne,
it was not a simple matter of finding a piece of property
and homesteading it. They had to purchase the land they
desired, and often, they too used their acquisitions as
investments. Land records show that by the early 1850s,
the Cibolo Valley had caught the attention of many and
that the possibility of physically residing in the area had
become a realistic option. Many people were beginning
to filter into the area around future Boerne, which definitely was not an unexplored wilderness. The locale had
been well-documented, surveyed and mapped.
There must have been excitement in the air as John James
and Gustav Theisen purchased a fairly large piece of
land in the Maria Ignacio Leal land grant, survey number
180, just north and east of the confluence of the creeks
Cibolo and Frederick. They divided almost one square mile
1844 Civilian & Galveston Gazette detailing
of it into smaller lots and planned an entire town, naming it
Col. Henry Fisher’s colonization plans which led to the
settling of the Texas Hill Country including future Boerne.
Boerne after a well-known German intellectual who had
passed away in 1837. Rather than continuing to sell off
large portions of land, as was being done to the north, south, east and west of future Boerne, they provided the relative peace of mind that a community could offer. Using these marketing techniques, they were able to catch the
attention of the Germanic immigrants flooding into the Texas Hill Country. One such individual, Adeline Staffel,
while still living in San Antonio, wrote to her family back in Germany that they had now pooled their “money, bought
property in the new town between San Antonio and Fredericksburg, bought a stock of groceries and will start a store
there.” “If God will only keep us well, I will have no further fear.”
The Staffel store was one of the pivotal businesses in early Boerne. It was a gathering place, and trading post which
allowed other settlers to trade their homegrown crops and other products for the supplies that they needed to survive and make a home in the new community. John and Segunda Schertz were also among some of the first settlers.
(Continued on Page 12)
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Early Boerne, cont.
A local historian and author, Dr. Ed Mergele, has written about them.

He said that the Schertz’s found that “the land

seemed to be fertile and had a clear deep running stream teaming with fish. It was very appealing and would appear
to supply adequate water for their stock and household use. There also seemed to be adequate timber and stone in
the vicinity to build a home, outbuildings, and fences. The couple gathered rocks and stakes to enclose their garden
and a corral to keep their oxen safe and the varmints and neighbor’s pigs out of their yard and garden. Dogs and cats
were in short supply. A dog was valued to alert the household of Indians or strangers not wanted. A good dog could
also keep the varmints out of the garden. Cats and pigs killed the snakes.”

For a closer look at more of the people who settled in and around Boerne,
see the next Echoes, Spring 2022

There’s No Better Early Boerne History
Than the Boerne Cemetery
Library Staff and Volunteers Continue to Digitize Cemetery Records
Until this year, there wasn’t much to find online about John Mecke, who is buried in Boerne Cemetery.

Now if you
search for him at www.findagrave.com, you will learn that he married an Argentinian lady in Mexico. His son, John
Jr. drowned in what is now Woodlawn Lake, and John, a bookkeeper, and his brother, a rancher in the Bulverde area
both died of tuberculosis. We went from knowing nothing to knowing quite a bit about his life — all thanks to the
hard work of library staffers Natalie Morgan, Sandy Johnston and Libby Quintero! This trio is working together to
diligently go through cemetery records at the Boerne Library, digitizing those records and uploading them to the
findagrave.com website. This has often led to additional research, pulling in expertise from volunteers like Kathryn
Adam Hurst and Deb Liberatore, who help Natalie and team fill in the gaps. “It’s really a labor of love,” says Natalie.
“Some of these folks have been in the cemetery for 150 years — it’s important to us that we help tell their story as
much as we can from the documented history.”

The cemetery records at the Dietert Historical Archives have been painstakingly maintained over many years, primarily by volunteer Martha Hawkins,
who also spearheads the effort to mark veteran graves for flags for the annual Memorial Day service at the library.
According to Boerne City Council meeting minutes from October 7, 1867,
Adam Vogt, for the sum of $1, deeded to the city one acre and 4.357 varas of
land on the San Antonio-Fredericksburg Road (now School Street) to be used
as a cemetery. On January 28, 1867, a notice was sent to the community
members who had committed themselves to pay $2 for a space nine feet by
4.5 feet for reserved family graves. It stated that they must pay this money
by the end of April, 1867, so that the land could be surveyed and fenced. The
city has added land to the original cemetery from time to time as needed.

Natalie Morgan and Sandy Johnston
work to ensure accurate information is
included on findagrave.com
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George Friedrich “Fritz” and Betty Abbethern Holekamp
First Families Friday-Genealogical Society of Kendall County
By James Hurst
The Holekamp family is one of the earliest founding families, arriving in Texas in 1844 and settling in Comfort in
1854. Georg Friedrich "Fritz" Holekamp was born in Hanover, Prussia, in January 1812. Son of a wealthy Hannover
builder, he was an educated royal architect and musician. In March 1844, when he was thirty-two years old, he married Betty Wilhelmine Abbethern, the daughter of Henry Christian Abbethern, who had turned eighteen that same
month.
Betty's father was the ministerial accountant to Ernest August, King of Hannover. Betty was raised in the king's household and schooled with the king's
daughter. She and Fritz met while playing music at court gatherings. They
married in March 1844 and a few months later joined Prince Carl of SolmsBraunfels, Commissioner General of the Adelsverein, onboard the Johann Dethard and emigrated to Texas, arriving in Galveston on November 24, 1844.
When the settlers moved overland to the first German settlement site, New
Braunfels, the Guadalupe River was on the rise. Prince Solms plunged into the
raging waters riding a magnificent white horse. Not to be outdone, Betty rode
her hose into the swollen waters and successfully crossed over to the astonishment of everyone.
When Texas became part of the Union, Betty sewed together strips of cloth
into a 6X3 foot United States flag and raised it on the public square. The flag
symbolized that the immigrants had settled in a free and independent country. Their first son, George, was born shortly after that in August 1846, and
five months later, the Holekamps acquired 320 acres of land from the FisherMiller Grant, just outside of Fredericksburg. Fritz signed the December 15, 1847 petition to form Gillespie County.
In 1849, the Holekamps purchased 55 acres in Sisterdale from Nicolaus Zink and became the third family to move
into the new German settlement. Their second child, Julius, was born there in June 1849. Here, Betty became an
expert marksman, shooting as well as any of the men. Indian raids were frequent, and it was not long before the
Holekamps moved again, this time to San Antonio. Their son, Daniel, was born there in April 1851. Finally, in 1854,
Fritz settled his family in Comfort. He had assisted Ernst Altgelt in surveying and laying out the town and built the
first house there.
Music was a significant form of entertainment in the new community, and Fritz sang second bass in the first men's
quartet. Ernst Altgelt was first tenor, Fritz Goldbeck was second tenor and C. W. Boerner sang first bass. From this
modest beginning, there grew a large männerchor, directed by Fritz Holekamp. Henry Schemmelpfenning played for
the town dances, alternating between violin and clarinet. He was also an accomplished pianist and played piano at
the dances held at the Holekamps, who had the only piano in town. When the Civil War broke out, Fritz enlisted in
the Confederate Army as a musician. When he was killed in September 1862, music in Comfort suffered a serious
decline, and it was not until 1869 that another männerchor was formed.
Betty is left a widow with seven children to raise. Dora, Johanna, Ernst, and Bettie were born between 1854 and
1862. George had just turned sixteen, and Bettie was seven months old. Betty took in boarders and opened a sewing and washing business to provide for her family. Among the boarders was the future Kerrville banker, Louis
Schreiner from Turtle Creek, who was attending the Comfort school.

(Continued on Page 14)
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Holekamp, cont.
In 1870, Betty lives in Comfort with her seven children, and her occupation is listed as farming.

George is 29 and is
also listed as a farmer. Julius is 21 and a store clerk. By 1880, Betty is still head-of-household, but her occupation is
keeping house. Living with her are Daniel, a 29-year-old merchant, Ernst, a 21-year-old carpenter, and Bettie, who is
now 18. Also living with her are Daniel's two sons, Otto, age 4, and Ernst, age 2. Daniel's wife had died a few months
before the census was taken. Living next door is Daniels's father-in-law, August Faltin, a merchant and probably Daniel's employer.
In 1900, Betty was living with her youngest daughter, Bettie Schmelter, whose husband Henry died in 1895. We learn
from this census that Betty Holekamp had eleven children, and seven of them (identified here) are still living. Where
and when were the other four children born? The fact that the immigration year for Betty is correct lends credibility
to the claim of eleven children and an interesting genealogical gap for the Holekamp family history buffs to fill in.
Betty died November 2, 1902 and is buried in the Comfort Cemetery.
For more information about First Families of Kendall County, visit our website at www.gskctx.org, or stop by our Family History Place at 114 E. Blanco Rd., Boerne.

The Holekamp article first appeared on The Genealogical Society of Kendall County’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/GenealogicalSocietyOfKendallCounty) which features
First Families of Kendall County each Friday. There are two categories of First Families.
Founders settled in the area that became Kendall County by December 31, 1862, and Early
Settlers settled in the county between January 1, 1863, to December 31, 1900. Over seventy First Family stories have been published on the GSKC Facebook page.

Congrats to GSKC on their Award-Winning Book!
The Texas State Genealogical Society held their 2021 annual meeting on Saturday, November 13, and awarded the GSKC’s newly released title, “The
Sheriffs of Kendall County Texas” first place in the category of Books Published by Partner Societies!

This was a long research project begun at the behest of Kendall County Sheriff Al Auxier, which resulted in this book that examines the lives of the 23 law
enforcement officers who have served our county since 1862.
Contributors included Kathryn Adam Hurst, Richard Tomlinson, Jim and Carol
Westermeier, Janice Brazil, Carla Chagaris, Deborah Hill, Linda Stephens,
James Hurst, Nancy McClarry, Bryden Moon, Chaille Lazar, Rhonda Denton,
Paul Schattenberg, Hal Harwell, Karla Abbott, Jason Abbott, Regina Adam, Ivy
D’Spain and Ray Ranzau. The book was edited by Kathryn Adam Hurst.
GSKC will host a special presentation on the stories found in the book on
Tuesday, December 8, at 3 p.m. at the library. Come hear the writers read
excerpts from their stories. Books are available for purchase at the GSKC ,
114 E. Blanco, or by calling 830-331-8730.
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A Square Peg in a Square Hole — Part II
Dr. Ernst Kapp Fits the Select Profile of His Newly Minted Neighbors
In the Pre-Sisterdale Region
By Bryden Moon
Ernst Kapp arrived in Texas with his family in late 1849.

Initially staying in Comaltown, he negotiates with G. F.
Holekamp for 55 acres of land near the Pinta Trail Crossing of the Guadalupe River. Mrs. Kapp’s description of their
future homestead rings true, “There we will be much closer to the Indians and civilization has as yet touched (only)
lightly that corner of the country.” Welcome to the pre-Sisterdale region, the layout of which Ida Kapp also aptly described, “There are three or four farms in the vicinity of two or three miles and then for miles none.”
The Kapp family (and others in their household)
were already located in the future Sisterdale region by the time the 1850 Comal County census
was conducted on September 11th, 1850; and while
additional settlers came to their Guadalupe River
hamlet, they were still one of only seven households cited in the “Mountains” of the census document, identified as Dwelling 274: Ernst Kapp
(42), Ida (42), Antoni (15), Alfred (13), Julia (10),
Hedwig (6), Wolfgang (4), Conrad Bruns (17), Anton Loehr (15). The last two household names
were young men who had accompanied the Kapps
to Texas.
On that same 1850 census, all the male heads of
these seven neighboring Germanic emigrant
households were listed as “Farmers.” This singular
title, describing their commitment to carving out a
new life in Texas, belied their extensive backgrounds, their refined and sophisticated upbringing
and education, and in some cases a privileged past.
Ernst Kapp fit right into this small enclave of cultured and polished émigrés. These large farms
were occupied by other German immigrants who
had lived with status in the old country and included Julius Dresel and Ottmar von Behr.

The Ernst Kapp Family (circa 1849)
Hedwig, Mrs. Ida Capp, Dr. Ernst Kapp, Wolfgang.
Back row (L to R): Julie, Antoni, Alfred.
Credit: Sophienburg Museum & Archives

This tiny regional pocket of gifted gentlemen, the
core of Kendall County’s first settlement and first
pioneers, was appropriately described as a “Latin
Settlement” or “Latin Colony.” Historian Mortitz
Tiling wrote in his 1913 publication, German Element in Texas , “The “Latin Settlement” had been
born –

(Continued on Page 16)
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a library of the ancient and modern classics was to be found in almost
every house and the latest products of literature were eagerly read
and discussed…”
And Ernst Kapp’s nephew, Friedrich Kapp, who visited in 1852, expanded on their passion for literature in a passage from his 1876 publication, “In spite of his troublesome pioneer-life, the educated settler has
neither sunk beneath the cultural and intellectual level of his fatherland… On the contrary – he has carried the living seeds of German
spiritual life deeply into Indian territory. I have been to various remote valleys where the German settlers have founded magazine-clubs
and reading-circles. They were absolutely familiar with the newest
literary publications. In most shabby log cabins you will often find the
works of our great poets and don’t have to look long for the latest
economic, science, history, and philosophy authors.”
Those visiting Doctor Kapp’s
neighbors, Ottmar von Behr
and Edward Degener, were
equally impressed with their
Friedrich Kapp
tour of the remote Upper Gua1880 Lithograph
dalupe River ’s libraries. John
Russell Bartlett, head of the U.
S. Mexican Boundary Commission, called upon Ottmar von Behr in 1850 and
wrote, “...with a choice library of scientific books around him. In chemistry
and mineralogy, his collection was particularly rich; and even in other departments of natural science, as well as in history, voyages, and travels, it
would have been a very respectable one in our large cities, where books are
easily procured...” Edward Degener purchased Zink’s 1225-acre parcel in the
late 1850/early 1851 window; in 1853 the Gonzalez Inquirer published an
article by an author who called himself “Texian,” “We crossed the Guadalupe
at Mr. Dagners, (a German) he has a beautiful and well improved place, and
one of the most comfortable farm houses I have seen in the State, and it is
well furnished; he has a very fine library…”

John Russell Bartlett

Prior to arriving in Sisterdale, Ida Kapp was worried, dropping hints in her 1850 letter that as she acculturates in Texas, she is less than impressed with her surroundings; sharing in her Comaltown letter, “I find that as soon as one is
here, one is overcome with an amazing change and begins to think it must be so, and is astonished when noticing
something European. She adds regarding Galveston where the Kapp family stayed prior to traveling inland, “This
place (Galveston), which with its blockhouses appeared so wretched to us, now seems like a fairy land...

Next Edition - A Square Peg in a Square Hole – Part III
Dr. Ernst Kapp and Ida Kapp Are Part of the Sisterdale Legacy

