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Boerne’s Beginnings
If you have opened up this book and are reading it with your third grade
classmates you are about to take an interesting and amazing journey into the past.
Not the past of a place far away but the past of the very area where your school and
your own home is located – our town of Boerne. Every footstep that you take in
Boerne may have also been walked by early native people, Spanish explorers, or
the very first German immigrants who arrived to settle this area. As you walk
through our scenic old town and scuff your feet in the dirt of the school’s
playground, think about the people who walked here before you. This area of the
Texas Hill Country looked very different than it does now for most of its history.
Can you imagine what Boerne looked like without roads, houses, stores, or stop
lights?
Boerne is located in an area of the Texas Hill Country called the Edwards
Plateau. We have natural springs, creeks, limestone caves, a mild climate, and
plenty of wild game. These natural resources are the reasons why many people
besides us have wanted to live in the area.
The first people to live in Hill Country migrated
here about 12,000 years ago. Historians call
these early native people Paleo-Indians.
Paleo-Indians hunted large animals with spears.
They also ate plants, nuts, and berries. They
followed the animal herds and lived in different
places in different seasons of the year. Over
many centuries of time, native people changed.
They began to grow crops, developed languages
and cultures, and
formed into clans or tribes. By the time that the first
German settlers arrived in this area, Lipan Apaches,
Tonkawa, and Penatekas Comanche were living here
and using the area as a hunting ground. There were
already many trails through the Texas Hill Country.
Early Spanish explorers had followed them into
Texas from Mexico and they were used by native
people for trade and hunting.
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Have you or someone in your family ever found an arrowhead in this area? Let’s
find out which group of Native Americans it may have belonged to.

Native Americans in the Hill Country

Lipan Apache camp in the Hill Country

Lipan Apaches

The Lipan Apaches lived close to nature and hunted for food and skins for
clothing. They used plants for food and medicine. The Lipan Apaches were
deeply spiritual and regarded the natural world with great respect.
Lipan Apaches lived in teepees made of buffalo hides in cold weather and
shelters called wickiups which were made of sticks and branches in warmer
weather. Everything that they used in their daily life had to be light and easy to
transport as they roamed the hills. The Lipan Apaches were skillful warriors and
expert hunters and trappers. Their clothing was made of leather decorated with
beadwork.
By the end of the 1800s, the way of life that the Lipan Apache had lived for
hundreds of years was forced to come to an end by the increasing number of
incoming settlers. The Lipan Apache were pushed west and finally moved into the
Mescalero Reservation in New Mexico.
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Tonkawa

The Tonkawa also lived in the Hill Country although many had already been
pushed out of the area by the Apaches and Comanche when the German settlers
arrived. The Tonkawa were friendly with tribes to the south and east of them and
often shared their land and traded with each other. This meant that the Tonkawa
were able to get along better with the incoming settlers better than any of the other
Native American tribes.
Tonkawa means “People of the Wolf” and they believed that they were
descended from a magical wolf who was also their protector. They hunted game,
gathered plants, and also ate fish, crawfish, clams and mussels from the local
rivers. Pecans and blackberry roots were also in their diet.
The Tonkawa decorated their bodies and faces with tattoos. The Comanche
and Apaches were their enemies. Because of this, they acted as scouts for the
Texas Rangers and the US Army against the Comanche and Apaches. In about
1880, they were moved to a reservation area in North Texas and later to a
reservation in Oklahoma.
Comanche - Penatekas (Honey Eaters)
The Comanche Indians arrived in the
Texas Hill Country around 1740.
Comanche Indians were organized into
bands; each band had its own name and
leader. The bands would sometimes join
together to fight common enemies.
The Comanche were skilled with
horses and lived in teepees. They moved
from place to place and could travel
hundreds of miles in one year.
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Ludwig Börne: Our Town’s Namesake
Who was the young man which had such a great
influence on the thinking of a group of German
immigrants that would be the first to settle in
Boerne?
Loeb Baruch was born in 1786 in Frankfort,
Germany. Loeb was discriminated against
because of his religion. He could not go to certain
schools or work at some jobs because Loeb was
Jewish. He knew that this was unfair and he
wanted to do something to change the laws. Loeb
Baruch changed his name to Ludwig Börne and
wrote articles which criticized the German government’s policies. Many young
German people agreed with him and he attracted a loyal following among students
and other Germans who wanted change.
Ludwig was not popular with the German government and he was forced to
leave Germany and move to France during the 1830 Revolution. He loved his
country, but he felt that all German citizens should be protected and treated
equally. Ludwig wrote letters back to friends criticizing and mocking German
laws and customs that oppressed a person, no matter if they were rich or poor or
because of their religion.
Börne’s letters from Paris (during the time
period 1832-1834) inspired groups of young Germans
to leave Germany in the 1840s seeking new lives in
Texas. Ludwig Börne died on February 12, 1837 in
Paris so he never knew about the German colony in
Texas named for him. Ludwig Börne died 15 years
before Gustav Theissen and John James named the
town Boerne. The name Börne was eventually
Americanized to become Boerne.
Now you know that our city was named for a
man who wanted freedom and opportunity for all
people and stood up for those beliefs.
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Tusculum
Did you know that we could have been the Tusculum Greyhounds or the
Tusculum Chargers? Boerne wasn’t the first German settlement along the Cibolo
Creek. How did the Germans immigrants, (an immigrant is a person who travels
to another country to live), arrive in this very spot along the Cibolo Creek?
Inspired by Ludwig Boerne’s writings and unhappy with social conditions in
Germany, a group of forty well educated men left Germany and endured many
difficulties and hardships to travel to Texas to seek a better life. They wanted to
form a colony that guaranteed basic human rights for all. They were called
Freethinkers. Their colony was called Bettina and it was near Fredericksburg. It
failed within a year because although all of the forty spoke Latin and were very
well educated, they were not educated in the ways of living and surviving the harsh
conditions of frontier Texas. Most of the Freethinkers went back to Germany, but
a group of eight immigrants wanted to try again to find a place for their colony.
The German immigrants followed the old native trails through the Hill Country.
The most important trail through the Hill Country was known to the Spanish as
The Pinta Trail. Where the Pinto Trail crossed the Cibolo Creek is where Boerne
was founded.

Painting of Tusculum

– on display at Patrick Heath Public Library

In the spring of 1849, the eight German immigrants who had just left the failed
Bettina camped on the Cibolo Creek near River Road. About a mile from this spot,
on Johns Road, the men discovered a gushing spring of clear water, and decided
that this would be their new home site. They named their settlement “Tusculum”
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after Cicero’s summer home in Ancient Rome. The community of Tusculum
failed, but according to Larry Schwope whose family has owned the property since
1947, some of the old buildings still exist on a ridge behind Schwope Water Well
Drilling Company.

Tusculum as it exists today

Three years after the founding of Tusculum, Gustav Theissen and surveyor
John James staked out our present town of Boerne in 1852. The picture below
shows the original plan for Boerne. They named the town Boerne after Ludwig
Boerne, the German poet and philosopher.

Original plat of the town of Boerne
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Native American and Settler Relations
Native American people had a very different point of view than the German
settlers. Native Americans did not believe that anyone could “own” the land. The
Apache and Comanche did not plant crops and settle in one place to get their food.
Their survival depended on roaming the hills, and hunting and camping in a variety
of locations where there was wild game to hunt, plants, and water. The Native
people’s way of life was changing and because of the changes they developed a
culture of war to survive. They used their excellent hunting skills against the
settlers and could raid camps and ranches to steal things without getting caught or
killed. Natives could “disappear” and were rarely seen if they did not want to be
seen.
Ann (Mary) Schertz Becker, the first “white” child born
in Boerne, grew up to tell many tales of early days in
Boerne. One of her tales was published in the San
Antonio Express in 1932. Here is what she said:
“ …the Hill Country was filled with roving bands of
hostile redskins who were a constant menace to the
settlers. They made frequent raids on the sparsely settled
communities, running off stock and often murdering or
scalping some settler caught off his guard. When a family
retired at night, they had no assurance that they would
not be butchered before the morning dawned”.
Most local tales of conflict with native people occurred in the 1860s and 1870s.
Young August Theis was told by his father Phillip Theis not to go help a neighbor
cut firewood on a foggy morning in 1862 because “the weather was favorable for a
Comanche raid”. Sure enough that day the natives, in a raid starting at Wasp
Creek and ending on George Kendall’s ranch, had killed five settlers. A group of
men from town set out to locate the Native Americans but they never were found.

The Boy Captives

H.M. Smith and his family of nine children lived near Boerne. Like all early
settlers, the Smith children had many encounters with native people. In March
1869, Clinton and Jeff were captured by a band of 10 Lipan Apaches and 15
Comanche while herding sheep near their home on the Cibolo Creek. The boy’s
father first went to Boerne for help. The local militia, Boerne’s sheriff John W.
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Sansom, and a large group of Texas Rangers pursued the Natives 200 miles to Fort
Concho in West Texas. At Fort Concho the soldiers and Rangers gave up, but a
small group of the boy’s friends and relatives
trailed 50 miles further.
Why did the band of Lipan Apache and
Comanche capture the boys? It was a common
practice that Native tribes would capture and
“adopt” people from enemy tribes.
Mistreating someone once they had been
“adopted” was considered evil. While it was
frightening and scary for the settlers who had no
way of finding their loved ones or knowing if
they were safe or alive after they had been
kidnapped, the Natives in turn felt the settlers
could not be trusted and were horrified by how
the frontier militia treated their captives.
For over four years the boys lived as Natives, they suffered hardships such
as hunger and thirst, played and quarreled, hunted bear and buffalo, and helped
bury their dead on blankets strung high on poles, out of the reach of wolves. They
traveled north in the summers as far as Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, and the
Territory of Arizona, coming back to Texas in the winters. They learned to raid
ranches and settlements. In their wanderings they came in contact with many other
tribes. In 1871 Jeff Smith was sold to Geronimo, the chief of the Apache. The
brothers seldom saw each other until they returned to San Antonio four years and
nine months after their capture.
Clint Smith was “adopted” by the Apache chief Tosacowadi and his wife
Lepis. When Clint was about 16, he successfully escaped his adopted Apache
tribe. After a difficult journey he reached Fort Sill, an army post in Oklahoma.
Clint was so accustomed to his life as an Apache that he had great difficulty
re-adjusting to his old life. Clint tried to eat the soap that was given to him to
bathe and was not used to using water for anything else but drinking. Clint stayed
at Fort Sill for several months before he was identified and returned to Texas with
sixteen other captive children.
Jeff too was returned to his family after nearly five years. Jeff enjoyed his life
for the most part as an Apache, but complained about being tattooed and having his
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ears pierced! Jeff’s father had to pay a $1,000 reward for Jeff, as he ended up in
Mexican hands before being returned to his family.
Both brothers eventually married, had families, and became trail drivers and
ranchers. They joined the Wild West Show circuit for a period of time, dressing up
in buckskins and war bonnets well into their senior years.
In 1927, a book, The Boy Captives, was written about their experiences.
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Boerne – A Frontier Town
The early German settlers were hardworking and well educated. They
brought their German culture, language, music, and building and furniture skills
with them. August Staffell bought a lot in the new town of Boerne and established
a post office and store in 1856. William Dietert started a grist and saw mill on the
Cibolo Creek. In 1859, there were only ten houses in Boerne. You can see some of
these original structures still today; the middle part of Ye Kendall Inn, the Theis
House, the middle part of the Philip House, and the old Herff House. Soon Boerne
grew to have a blacksmith shop, a livery stable, a butcher shop, a saloon, and a
general store.

Staffell House, post office, livery stable and general store.

Mr. Dietert built the dam on the Cibolo Creek for his mill.

The original structure of Ye Kendall Inn.

The Philip House - early Stagecoach stop
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The Phillip Theiss House

The Herff House, 1850s

The settlers built their homes and businesses with available materials, cypress
and cedar wood, and limestone. They built their homes out of logs and “chink and
daubing”, with reeds, branches, and mud mixed together to make clay which was
spread between the logs. Their homes had thatched roofs and dirt floors. Over
time, most settlers added additional rooms to the original structures.
The population of Boerne continued to grow, mostly due to Boerne’s location
on the ever expanding travel routes through the Hill Country. Boerne was a stop
on the stage coach line from San Antonio to El Paso. Several hotels, The Phillip
Manor and Ye Kendall Inn, were started in the late 1850s as stage coach stops. It
was a seven hour trip from San Antonio to Boerne by stagecoach.

The Phillip Manor expanded in 1870.

The Clegg Cabin with thatched roof and dirt floors
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Boerne was also a stop on a cattle drive trail called the Matamoras Trail. The
last known cattle drive that came through Boerne was in 1893.

Stage coach and driver

Cattle drive from Texas to northern markets.

Boerne was a wilderness and the land provided plenty of water, good hunting,
and lush soil. By the late 1850s orchards and vineyards were thriving and area
ranchers were doing very well with sheep and cattle production. Farmers raised
cotton and tobacco. A good way of making a profit was to make and sell cyprus
shingles for roofs. A wagon load of shingles sold for $5.00 in San Antonio, a
3-day round trip.
The settlers took time from their hard work for traditional German recreations.
The Gesangverein, a German singing club, began in 1860 and continued until
1976. The Boerne Village Band, which also started in 1860, is the oldest
continuously organized German band outside of Germany. It was started by school
teacher Karl Dienger, who arrived in Boerne in 1855. The Boerne Village Band
still plays summer evening concerts in the gazebo on Main Plaza. Boerne citizens
gather in typical small town fashion to listen and dance to the old time polkas and
waltzes.

Boerne Village Band in 1902

Boerne Village Band concert today
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Another German organization is the Turnverein, a German sports club. It
has been located in several different places during Boerne’s history. The current
Turnverein was built in 1949. Members enjoy socializing and bowling.

Boerne Turnverein today

1891 Photo of Boerne Schuetzenverein

The first shooting club, or Schuetzenverein, was organized by Boerne citizens
in 1864. The club still exists and The Boerne Shooting Club Dancehall is located
on Shooting Club Road.
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Kendall County Formed

George Wilkins Kendall, circa 1858

In 1862, during the Civil War (1861-1865), Kendall County was formed from
surrounding counties: Bexar, Blanco, Comal and Kerr. The county was named
after George Wilkins Kendall, a well known journalist and founder of the Merino
sheep industry. He was an outstanding citizen and was involved in Boerne’s
political and town affairs. Mr. Kendall died in 1867 and is buried in the Boerne
Cemetery
Boerne was selected for the county seat over Sisterdale. A county seat is a
town or city that is the seat, or center, of government of a county. For example, the
county courthouse is found in Boerne.
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Dr. Kingsbury and the Boerne English Settlers

The Menger-Kingsbury-Shumard House
Located in ftont of Walmary on Main Street

The Germans were not the only immigrants coming to Boerne. There were
also a large number of English immigrants lured to Boerne by Dr. W.G.
Kingsbury.
Dr. Kingsbury was a well known speaker and writer. He was one of the
signers of the 1859 petition to form Kendall County and worked to bring the
railroad to Boerne. Born in New York, he was a soldier in the Mexican war and
was injured several times. He bought land in Boerne in 1853 along Menger Creek.
The small rock house and tower pictured above were used to defend the family
from Native American attacks.
Dr. Kingsbury wanted to prepare the English immigrants to be good
pioneers so he taught them how to use limestone to build homes and rock walls.
The English brought new recreations to Boerne including cricket and polo.
Dr. Kingsbury died on September 11, 1896 and is buried in the Boerne
cemetery.
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Freethinkers and Early Churches
Boerne was founded after early German settlers, called Freethinkers, built
settlements in the area. Between the years 1845 and 1860, a large number of
German Freethinkers came to Texas to get away from the political and religious
control that was taking place in Germany. They came looking for freedom from
forceful kings and priests.
Freethinkers enjoyed speaking in Latin and talking about literature, music,
and philosophy. They believed in brotherly love and that basic human rights
should be guaranteed to all. They also thought that people should be free to form
their own religious beliefs based on their power of reason rather than
unquestioning faith. Therefore, they were against priests, churches, and organized
religion. At one time, there was a sign at the edge of town that read:

Even though many people of early Boerne were Freethinkers, there were
also people who wanted religious services. In the 1840s and 1850s, priests from
San Antonio would occasionally travel to the Boerne area to perform such services.
Emil J. Fleury, a young French immigrant, was the first priest sent to live in
Boerne. He was given the task
of taking care of Boerne’s
Catholic families and building a
church in the area. Because of
the anti-church feelings of the
Freethinkers, he decided to
build the church on a hill
outside of town where it was
safest. The first Saint Peter the
Apostle Catholic Church was
completed in 1867. It was 20
feet by 50 feet and had thick,
rock walls.
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Over the years, the congregation grew and a bigger church was needed. By
1920, about 50 families regularly attended church services there. In 1923, a larger
rock building that was designed for 200 people was built. It was beautiful and had
twin towers like the Spanish Missions. The altar and steeple bell from the original
building were moved to the new church building. The first building was saved for
meetings and storage.

The population of Boerne grew quickly in the 1980s and so did the
congregation of St. Peter’s. So, in 1991, St. Peter’s began planning a new church
building. Deciding whether to tear the building down completely or just partly
proved to be difficult. Arguments arose within the church and the larger
community of Boerne. The church decided to tear down 80% of the building to
make room for an addition and put their request into the City. The request was
denied in 1993 by the Boerne Historical Landmark Commission. The church then
appealed that ruling and the argument went all the way to the Supreme Court. In
1997, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the Boerne Historical Landmark
Commission. (Archdiocese of San Antonio v. City of Boerne)
The City of Boerne and St. Peter’s came to a compromised in 1998. Only
25% of the building was torn down and the new part of the building was added to
rear and side of the old building. This saved the beautiful and historic twin towers.
The first church within the city limits was St. Helena’s Episcopal Church.
Worship service for Episcopalians started in 1873, but St. Helena’s congregation
was formally organized in 1881 under Reverend William T. Allen. At that time, a
small wooden structure was built at 410 N. Main Street. St. Helena’s continued to
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grow and it was
clear that a newer,
bigger building was
needed by 1927.
In 1929, the old
building was torn
down and this
beautiful gothic
style church was
built. It was made
of limestone. Later
additions have
included
educational and office facilities, as well as additional space for a much larger
congregation.
As more people moved into the area, more churches were established.
Nowadays, it’s hard to believe that priests were once not wanted in our town.
Many churches exist in Boerne today and they provide a great deal of work and
support for our town.
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Early Boerne Schools
In the early days of Boerne’s history, school was taught in a local house and it
is believed that Professor Karl Dienger was the first private school teacher in
Boerne. The first public school teacher was Herman Toepperwein. He began
teaching students for $25 per month in 1847. It wasn’t until 1874 that the first
public school building was built. It was a two-room schoolhouse and the first class
had 19 students. This building is being used as offices today.
As the city grew in population, a much larger two-story school was needed.
This 1911 building is located on Blanco Road and may look familiar to you as our
Old City Municipal Building. As you explore the city of Boerne with your family
or on a field trip, be sure to look behind this “Big School” for the two-room
schoolhouse

The 1874 two-room schoolhouse

The 1911 two-story building located on Blanco Road

Not too long ago, African American students
were segregated, or separated from, white
students. On the left is an early picture of the first
Negro school of Boerne located at 623 W.
O’Grady. When public schools were integrated
in the 1960s there was no need for this separate
school. The house has been updated, and is
owned by a family today.

Our city has continued to grow and many more schools have been added. In 2008
the Samuel V. Champion High School opened making it Boerne’s second high
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school. Look at the picture below from 1908. Imagine school life without
computers, ballpoint pens, pencils, paper, or even, shoes!

1919 – Students on playground in front of the school cafeteria (Kuhlmann-King house).

What’s in a Name?
Ever wonder where your school got its name from? Look at the list below and
see if you can find out how your school got its name.
Fabra Elementary- Fabra is named for Henry Fabra. Mr. Fabra was a
member and president of the Boerne ISD school board. He was the grandson of
Julius Fabra, a German immigrant, who owned the local butcher shop and
smokehouse. Originally located in the Old High School and current Boerne
Independent School District Administration offices, the school was moved in 2016
about 1 mile closer to I10 in Johns Road. (See Fabra Smokehouse)
Curington Elementary- Curington opened in 1977 and was originally known
as Boerne Elementary. In 1993, the name was changed in honor of its first
principal, Charles E. Curington, a graduate of Boerne High School.
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Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary- This school was built in 1994 and is named
for the 5,000 acre ranch owned by the Ralph Fair family.
Kendall Elementary- The rapid growth in Kendall County created the need
for a fourth elementary. It was completed in 2000 and is named for our county,
which was named in honor of George Kendall. (See George Kendall.)
Cibolo Creek Elementary- This school opened in 2008 and is named after the
beautiful creek near which it is located. (See Cibolo Creek)
Van Raub Elementary- School Opened in 2018 to relieve overcrowding at
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary and Kendall Elementary. Van Raub was named for
the town and school house that used to be located in the area. The old school house
still sits on the property and has been restored by the community.
Dr. Ferdinand L. Herff Elementary School- The seventh Elementary school
in Boerne ISD Opening in 2019. Located in the Esperanza Subdivision and named
after Dr. Ferdinand Herff. (See Dr. Ferdinand Herff)
Tyler Voss Middle School- Opening for the 2019-2020 school year, the
newest Middle school in Boerne ISD is named after Captain Tyler Voss. Captain
Voss was a graduate of Boerne High School and the United States Air Force
Academy. Captain Voss died in the line of duty in Kyrgyzstan in 2013. Students
from Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary, Cibolo Creek Elementary, and Herff
Elementary attend school here.
Boerne Middle Schools North- Located across from the Boerne
Administration Offices, the BMSN main building was formerly Boerne High
School. Students from Fabra Elementary, Curington Elementary and Herff
Elementary will attend this middle school.
Boerne Middle School South BMSS- Opened in 2000, is located across from
Kendall Elementary and is in the southern portion of the Boerne. Students from
Fabra Elementary, Kendall elementary, Van Raub Elementary attend this middle
school.
Boerne High School- This school was built in 1971 on land donated by the
Herff Family. During the 2008-2009 school year Boerne High School was closed
and remodeled, and the new Boerne High School re-opened in 2009. It is the home
of the Greyhounds. BMSN students attend this high school. Boerne ISD Stadium
is located at BHS and is home to both High Schools football teams.
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Samuel V. Champion High School- The newest high school opened its doors
in 2008. Named after Mr. Sam Champion, a beloved former student, teacher,
coach, and principal, who was dedicated to Boerne students. It is home of the
Chargers. BMSS students attend this campus.
Boerne ISD has a long history of remodeling and repurposing it’s school buildings.
Below are two examples of this. In the first two pictures we see the first Boerne
High School built in 1929. It has served as a High School, Middle School,
Intermediate School, Elementary School and now Serves as the main
Administration Offices for Boerne Independent School District.

Boerne High School (1929)

Boerne ISD Main Office (2018)

These next two pictures show the second Boerne High School as it looked in 1944,
before it was repurposed as Boerne Middle School with the opening of the new
BHS in 1971, and how it looks today as Boerne Middle School South.

Boerne High School (1944)

Boerne Middle School North (2018)
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The Theis House
Just off Main Street in the 100 block of Newton is the well-preserved frontier
home of Phillip Jacob Theis. Phillip Theis built his home in 1858. It is one of the
oldest homes in Boerne.
Settlers built homes like the Theis House using a method called chink and
daubing which is a mixture of adobe clay, mud, straw and willow weeds. A
portion of the wall is glassed in for visitors to see the chink and daubing
construction. Hand cut beams and poles can still be seen in this frontier home held
together with wooden pegs.
Phillip Theis operated a blacksmith and wheelwright shop which once stood in
front of his home. Mr. Theis and his wife, Margaretha, raised seven children in
their small home. Mr. Theis was well known for being one of the signers of the
petition to create Kendall County in 1859.
Phillip Theis died in Boerne in 1876, and his wife died in 1884. Their
homestead was restored by the Bergmann family and is often open for scheduled
tours.

Theis House

Theis Blacksmith Shop
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Ye Kendall Inn
An historic landmark near the Main Plaza, Ye Kendall Inn’s history begins in
1859 when the land was sold to Erastus and Sarah Reed for the sum of only $200.
It became known as “The Reed House” and was built in a southern colonial style
which reflected the Georgian architecture they had grown up with.
The Reeds leased the two-story building to Henry Chipman who rented rooms
to horsemen and stagecoach travelers. Ranchers also enjoyed its comfort while
their cattle stayed penned on the Plaza. Ten years later, Colonel Henry King and
his wife Jean bought the house from the Reeds and called it “The King Place.”
By 1878, Boerne had become famous as a resort area, and the inn was
expanded to house many visitors. It became an important stagecoach stop and
hotel. In 1909, a San Antonio doctor, H. J. Barnitz, renamed the hotel “Ye Kendall
Inn” in honor of George W. Kendall for whom our county is named. Thousands of
visitors came to the beautiful Hill Country to relax and enjoy delicious food at the
inn.
Today, Ye Kendall Inn is a popular landmark on the Main Plaza and serves as
a hotel, restaurant, and gathering place for special events in Boerne.
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The Fabra Smokehouse
Imagine life without H.E.B. or Walmart. How would you get your meat for
dinner? Most people would hunt animals or butcher their livestock. That could be
a lot of food for one family to eat! Without freezers, the townspeople would need
a way to keep the meat fresh for long periods of time. Smoking meats is an ancient
method for preserving meat, poultry, and fish.
Julius Fabra came to Boerne from Germany in 1854, bringing his butchering
tools with him. In 1857, he began to butcher livestock for the community. His son
Ludwig was born in 1858. Ludwig joined the family butcher business. In 1887,
using limestone from the area, he built a one story smokehouse behind his family
store. The store, named Fabra Meat Market, was located at 202 S. Main Street. In
1907, a second floor was added to the smokehouse, with outside stairs to help the
men place meat on the highest racks.
Ludwig’s son, Henry, remembered as a young boy he would pull his wagon
around the town selling meat. He took over the family business until 1962 when
he retired. The Smokehouse was designated a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark
in 1980. The smokehouse is all that remains of the Fabra family business that
spanned 3 generations.
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The Dienger Building
Joe Dienger bought the land at 201 N. Main Street in 1882.
He wanted to build a general store to meet the needs of the
growing Boerne community. In 1884, the first floor was built and
stocked with everything a good general store should have for sale
–flour, cornmeal, sugar, coffee, beans, potatoes, etc.
Then, the second story was built. This is where Mr. Dienger,
his wife Ida, and their seven children lived. One of the daughters
recalled many years later that her old home was heated with
wood stoves, had no bathrooms or window screens, but it was
“modern”. The second story was so big that Mr. Dienger turned
half of it into a meeting room. Club meetings, parties, and
celebrations were held there. It was a major attraction in those
days!
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Later in 1900, a one story addition was added to the
building. The addition became a dried goods store which was run
by Joe’s sisters, Lina and Louise. Here one could buy fabrics,
shoes, and clothing

Members of the Dienger family owned and operated the
stores until 1945 when O.M. Shultz bought the building and ran
his own grocery store. In 1967, the building was sold again. This
time a group of men bought it and turned it into a restaurant and
club. They named it Antler’s Restaurant after Mr. Dienger’s love
of hunting and the deer antlers that were found in the basement.
In 1982, the building was purchased by Bill and Paige
Ramsey-Palmer and turned into business offices.
The City of Boerne bought the Dienger Building in 1989.
Many changes were made to the inside of the building, but the
changes were made very carefully in order to preserve the
outside of the building. In 1991, the Dienger Building opened as
the Boerne Public Library. The Boerne Public Library was housed
in the Dienger Building for nearly 20 years – until 2011 when the
new library opened. After much public debate, the proud and
beautiful Dienger Building was put up for sale.
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Since 1884, the Dienger Building has been a general store,
a home, a grocery store, a restaurant, a private club, business
offices, and a library. Today the Dienger Building is home to the
Dienger Trading Company; a Bakery & Bistro, Boutique Shop,
and Venue for events.

The Dienger Building became a Texas historical Landmark in 1980 and was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1984.

The Spirit of Mr. Dienger
Several stories have been told about unusual activities taking place in the
Dienger Building. Some people blame these unusual activities on the spirits of Mr.
Joe Dienger and his wife, Ida, which they believe still
remain in the Dienger Building.
Believers claim that the spirits are gentle and friendly,
but do not like alcoholic beverages being consumed in
the building – the Diengers disapproved of the drinking
of alcohol. Most of the extraordinary events have been
reported when liquor was being served in the building.
There are reports of mirrors falling, glasses flying, lights
being turned off and on, doors slamming, windows
rattling, and books being dumped over.
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One specific story is written about in Ed Syer’s Ghost Stories of Texas. In the
1970s the Dienger Building’s second floor was the home
of the Antler’s Restaurant and lounge. Late one night, as
the restaurant closed, the managers, Doris and Rex Rankin, and their daughter,
Lorena, saw a short man in a dark suit hurry through the lounge and disappear into
the “Trophy Room”. When Lorena went into the Trophy Room to see what the
customer wanted, nobody was there. It is said that the mysterious, disappearing
customer had been the spirit of Mr. Joe Dienger whose own bedroom had been
turned into the Trophy Room.
Another specific story comes from Mr. James (Valderas), head custodian at
Kendall Elementary. When Mr. James was young, his family lived next to the
Antler’s Restaurant and his father, Joe Valderas, Jr., was a cook there. On his way
to school, Mr. James would stop by to clean up the bar upstairs to earn extra
money. He remembers having to frequently clean up broken glass at the same bar
stool. One day his father went down to the basement to get some supplies and he
heard a strange noise. When he went to see what it was, a large eagle came out and
attacked him. Other employees rushed to find out what the ruckus was and
discovered Mr. James’ father scratched up and with torn clothes, but no eagle was
ever found.
In 2008, Brad and Barry Klinge visited the Boerne Public Library to see if they
could find evidence of paranormal activity, or activity that is not normal. The
brothers are co-founders of Everyday Paranormal. After the investigation, the
Boerne Public Library was given a Certificate of Paranormal Activity based on
their findings. The brothers were able to record a voice saying something like
“Rocko”, another voice saying, “Bet you can’t find her.”, and a few bars of banjo
music. They were also able to photograph what appears to be a woman’s figure
standing by a bookshelf. The brothers were quick to point out that the building is
not haunted. Paranormal simply refers to activity that is not normal.
The Klinge brothers now have a television
show on the Disney Channel called “Ghost
Lab”. They returned to Boerne in October of
2009 to film another investigation of both the
Dienger Building and Ye Kendall Inn. The
episode aired in December of 2009.
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Main Plaza
From the beginning of Boerne’s history the Main Plaza has been a popular
gathering spot. In the past, people could safely stake horses and leave buggies and
wagons while they shopped or took care of business in Boerne. Being located next
to The Boerne Hotel (Ye Kendall Inn) and Mr. Dienger’s General Store made this
a prime location. Huge cattle drives would stop and rest in the large grassy area
near the creek. Back during the Civil War, camels from Camp Verde even
stopped in the plaza!
The first gazebo was built in 1910, followed by a 1986 structure, and the
most recent was built in 2003. It is very common to find weddings, social events,
holiday celebrations, and concerts taking place at the gazebo. The most common
band you will find there is the famous Boerne Village Band.
The Boerne Village Band, founded in 1860 by Karl Dienger, is the oldest
continuously active German band outside of Germany. German music, with its
happy oompah sound and toe-tapping melodies is popular in America. The band
regularly performs at festivals such as Berges Fest and The Kendall County Fair.
They can also be seen on summer nights at the gazebo continuing the old
Abendkonzerte (night concert) tradition.
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Kendall County Old Jail
Built in 1884 of native limestone rock to house criminals in Kendall county,
this building still stands at 208 E. San Antonio Street. The original bars can still be
seen from the outside of the building.
Before the invention of air conditioning, ventilation from windows was
necessary for cooling the inside of buildings in the Texas heat. Open windows
would pose an easy escape for prisoners of the jail, so iron bars were a necessity in
keeping “the bad guys locked up”.
In the old days, “theft” was the most common offense for which people went to
jail. Most of these charges pertained to livestock and farm equipment. Other
reasons for going to jail would be public drunkenness, burglary, assault (fighting),
disturbing the peace, carrying weapons, and murder.
In the 1950s and 60s many prisoners were serving charges for driving while
intoxicated, speeding, traffic violations, and not having a driver’s license. Oh, yes,
theft, drunkenness, burglary, and assault were still on the list.
The building was vacated as a jail in 1986 when a new facility was built off of
Adler Road. It is currently being used as county offices.

The Old Kendall County Jail
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Kendall County Courthouses
Kendall County was created in 1862. In 1870, a courthouse was built of
limestone rock. This is the second-oldest courthouse still in use in Texas. The
courthouse was expanded in 1909, doubling the size of the building for a cost of
$5,750.
In 1998 the new Kendall County Courthouse was completed at a price of
over $4 million. The design of this new building is in harmony with that of the
1870 courthouse. It has 3 stories and more than 43,000 feet of space.
This historic courthouse has undergone several renovations, the most recent of
which was the project completed in 2010. Much of its original splendor has been
restored. As you look at the outside of the building, see if you notice the different
bricks used between the 1870 and 1909 expansions.

The 1870 Kendall County Courthouse (circa 1890)

The 1909 addition to the courthouse

Kendall Co. Courthouse built 1998
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Contributions of Boerne’s Early Women
Life for the pioneer woman was not easy. A woman would
help to clear the land and build a cabin alongside her husband. In
the spring, gardens were planted. The garden was sometimes the
only source of fresh fruits and vegetables. Women were in charge
of the farm animals, cooking, cleaning, and managing the
children. As was common in the 1800s, women sometimes had
numerous children. It was not unusual to have 10-15 children in
one family. Women spent many hours canning food for the winter,
making fires, sewing the family’s clothing, and smoking meats.
Chores started at sun up and continued throughout the rest of the
day. It was rare to find a pioneer woman resting during the day.
On top of all of this, women were left at the homestead by
themselves while the men worked in the fields. Many of them
encountered hostile Indians and had to protect themselves and
their children without the help of a man.
One woman who lived in Boerne from 1906 to 1911 was
Annie Fellows Johnston. Annie was a famous author who penned
The Little Colonel novel series. Although she did not live during
the pioneer times, she did write a novel, Mary Ware in
Texas, that described life in
Boerne during the early 1900s. All
of the characters and places in the
novel were based on real people
and buildings in Boerne. In 1935 a
movie, The Little Colonel, was
made starring Shirley Temple. This
movie was based on Annie
Johnston’s books.
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The Importance of the Train in Boerne
On March 17, 1887, a seven car train
owned by the San Antonio and Aransas
Pass (SA & AP) Railroad arrived in
Boerne! The train carried over 600
passengers, and tickets cost 95 cents.
Many townspeople came to greet the train
and passengers with great excitement. A
celebration with music and plenty of food
was held throughout the day and evening.
With the train’s arrival, the simple, quiet
and slow-paced life in Boerne would change forever. Before the train, walking,
riding horseback, or traveling in a wagon or stagecoach were common ways of
transportation. Although all were great ways to travel, they were also much slower
than a train. With the train, the 7 hour stagecoach ride from Boerne to San Antonio
was reduced to only 3 hours. Mail and newspapers arrived daily instead of only
once a week. The train would bring many more people to Boerne, some wanting to
vacation here, some wanting to sell products, and some hoping to find better health
in the Hill Country town of Boerne. This caused the sleepy farm town to blossom.
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Walking Trail “Old No.9”
Do you remember reading about the Pinta Trail at the beginning of this book?
The Pinta Trail was an early Apache and Comanche Indian trail that was traveled
by foot. Later that trail became what is now known as Old San Antonio Road or
Old Fredericksburg Road. This was the main wagon trail from San Antonio to
Boerne. When the train came to Boerne, the SA&AP Railway laid their track that
started in San Antonio following the old Pinta Trail. The track ran through Boerne
on the north side of town. As people began traveling more by cars and highways
and freeways, the railroad route was closed. The train was no longer needed. The
abandoned track and surrounding land was purchased by the City of Boerne and
eventually turned into a greenway or walking path. The trail is 1.4 miles long and
has stopping points where you can read about its history.

The evolution of the Pinta Trail to railway to greenway did not happen overnight.
The change happened over a span of hundreds of years.
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Sanitariums in Boerne
The Hill Country was believed to be good for one’s health. The high, dry
climate was considered the best way to treat many illnesses. This caused Boerne to
become a healthful resort with many sanitariums. There were 4 main medical
facilities in Boerne’s early years.
Saint Mary’s Sanitarium

In 1896, the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word bought property on the
top of a hill on Main Street across from St. Helena’s Episcopal Church. This
property is where they, with the help of Dr. Ferdinand Herff, built Saint Mary’s
Sanitarium. It served patients suffering from lung diseases, especially tuberculosis.
Tuberculosis was also called the
“white plague”. It was a very
deadly disease – killing 1 out of
7 people. Dr. Herff, a surgeon at
Santa Rosa Hospital in San
Antonio, sent many of his
patients to Saint Mary’s
Sanitarium to recover. Over the
years, the sanitarium grew from
a facility with 20 beds to one
with 50 beds. The building was
either torn down or burned down
in 1924. Boerne’s new public
library now sits on this site.
W.E. Wright’s Hill Top Sanitarium

In 1919, a local doctor named Dr.
W.E. Wright signed a contract with the
Veterans Administration. This contract
was to give housing and medical care
to veterans who were suffering from
lung ailments – either tuberculosis or
poison gas. Dr. Wright’s Sanitarium
was located on Ryan Street where
Critical Care Nursing Home now
stands.
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The Hill Top Sanitarium was made up of 12 to 15 cottages that were designed
to hold 4 patients each. The first patient arrived in 1919 and soon there were up to
150 Veterans assigned to the unit. Some of the patients had to stay in private
homes or at St. Mary’s Sanitarium while the cottages were being built. Dr.
Wright’s Sanitarium closed in 1929 after veterans were either discharged or moved
to VA hospitals. The last cottage was demolished in 1985.
Lex Sanitarum

In 1919, Emilie Lex opened her home on Johns Road to patients needing a
place to recover after surgery. It became known as the Lex Sanitarium. With no
hospitals in the area, doctors often performed surgery in the homes of their
patients. Traveling between homes to check on patients was difficult. The Lex
Sanitarium was only 1 mile from town so it was convenient for the doctors to visit
their patients there. Doctors could visit their patients as often as needed without
having to travel from house to house.
Eventually, 2
rooms were
changed into
operating rooms
and 3 additional
rooms served as
rooms for patients.
Dr. John Francis
Nooe began
performing
surgeries at the Lex
Sanitarium. By the
early 1920s, people
traveled great
distances to receive
care from Dr. Nooe
and Emilie Lex.
Dr. Nooe and Emilie Lex worked together to save lives and bring babies into
the world for many years. The Lex Sanitarium closed in the late 1930s as Dr.
Nooe became old and younger, more modern doctors came to Boerne.
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Dr. Jack Diamond’s Hospital

Dr. Diamond’s Hospital was the last intensive-care facility in Boerne.
Located at 421 S. Main Street, it was originally built as a home in 1890. Later it
was used as a general store, a barbershop, and a doctor’s office. Dr. Jack Diamond
bought the building in 1949 and turned it into hospital. The hospital was licensed
for 12 beds. It was closed in 1954. Since then, the building has been used as a
home and as an antique shop.
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The Kuhlmann-King House & Graham Building

The Kuhlmann-King House

The kitchen adjacent to the house

William Kuhlmann was born in Germany in 1856 and was a pharmacist. He
operated a drug store on Main Street. Compared to many in Boerne, he was
considered “rich” for the time. He had the first motorized buggy in 1905 and later
the first telephone in his drug store. His business was very successful.
He built his home in 1885 and married his childhood sweetheart, Marie.
The house sits high up on top of a hill overlooking Boerne near the two-room
school house. It was considered a large home and even had an adjacent kitchen.
Considering Texas heat before air conditioning, you will understand quickly why
having a hot kitchen with a burning stove all day would not be a good idea.
The Kuhlmann’s lived in this home until Marie died during childbirth, along
with their infant, in 1896. Selina King, widowed mother of 8 children, rented the
house from 1903 until she purchased it from Mr. Kuhlmann in 1908. At this time
her daughter, Florence Ann, and her husband, along with their own 8 children also
came to live in the house. Mrs. King died in 1910 and the house stayed in the
family for another 10 years.
In 1920 the house was sold to the Boerne School District. The separate
kitchen was used for the school lunch program. After that, various families rented
the house until the city purchased it in 1951. It is now lovingly cared for by the
Boerne Area Historical Preservation Society as a museum. Tours are held for
Boerne 3rd graders and for others who schedule tours.
The museum also showcases another building which houses various Boerne
artifacts, the Henry J. Graham Building. The building dates back to 1891 and it
became one of the most well traveled buildings in Kendall County before arriving
at its present location in 1984. It began as a private bank, and then served as a real
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estate office, beauty parlor (1940s), barber shop (Curley’s), a storage building, and
the location of the local telephone exchange.
Henry J. Graham was born in Brazil and came to Boerne during the 1870s.
He was active in settling Kendall County and served as County tax assessor from
1878 to 1904. He also served as a deputy sheriff. Henry J. Graham erected a
monument near the center of Military Plaza (today known as Veterans Plaza) on S.
Main Street as a memorial to members of the Armed Services who died in war.
The monument was dedicated on February 15, 1923. Henry Graham died in 1936
and was buried in the Boerne Cemetery.

The Graham building on Main Street…

and,in its present location

The monument at Veterans Plaza erected by the H.J. Graham family.
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The Adler Building
In 1911, Henry Oscar Adler built the Adler Building at 236 S. Main Street.
The family lived upstairs, and Adler operated a general store on the first floor, “A
Store of a Million Articles”. This was a huge project, with one of the only full
basements in Boerne. Adler was an active volunteer in the community and was
awarded the coveted Silver Beaver Award by the Boy Scouts.
In 1930, the Adler family added wrought iron to the porches and black glass
around the lower windows. Ruby and Edgar Bergmann bought the Adler Building
in 1956 and began the Bergmann Lumber company the following year with the
help of Santiago Lopez.
One of the earliest memories Ruby and Edgars son Randy Bergmann has of his
family-owned hardware store is when he was 7-years-old and played with his
friends in the 20 yards of sand his family used to keep in front of their building to
sell to customers.
When he was young, neither H-E-B nor Walmart existed and the stores on
Main Street were “individual” stores which sold clothes, drugs, and gifts.
“Everybody knew everyone,” Randy said. “If I ran up the street to the
five-and-dime store my mother had five people call her and say, “‘Did you know
Randy was up the street?’ ” He also said that Boerne residents were in less of a
rush when he was a child. They would only go to town once a week and relied on
his parents’ and others’ stores to meet their needs.

Adler Building on Main Street
Now Tusculum Brewing Company
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Rudolph Carstanjen
Rudolph (Rud) Carstanjen was a wealthy, college-educated man from
Germany who was among the first Boerne settlers. He met and married Otillie von
Werder in 1869. They raised five children for several years in the home pictured
below, referred to as the Carstanjen/Hall Mansion. Carstanjen Mansion has been
used for several restaurants and other businesses. Rumor has it that the old house
is also haunted by the ghost of an old woman, perhaps Otillie Carstanjen.

© Bettie Edmonds - Boerne, Texas - (830) 249-8918

Mr. Carstanjen had purchased land in Sisterdale where he tried his hand at
farming, but soon moved to Boerne. Here he was known for his important role in
the growth and development of Boerne with the purchase of homes and properties
for local businesses, including a building next to the town square named after him.
Some historians believe that before Mr. Carstanjen built his two-story building
on South Main and San Antonio Streets in 1901, Homer’s Livery Stable stood on
the site. At the time, visitors to Boerne could rent a horse and buggy from the
Homer’s Livery Stable for $1 a day.
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The Carstanjen building, constructed of native rock with center arched
windows, looks much like it did in the early 1900s. Originally, it housed
Levyson’s Drugstore. Several businesses have come and gone in the building
since then, including an antique store.
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Sidney Levyson
Born in Gonzales, Texas in 1899, Sidney Levyson was the son of

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Levyson who rented the Rud Carstanjen building for
their business, Levyson’s Drug Store, from 1904 to 1920. Sidney’s father
was of Jewish descent and his mother was born in Germany. They were
the only Jewish family in town during the early years of Boerne.
Sidney Levyson, a graduate of
Boerne High School, was
interested in theatre and
journalism. He wrote a weekly
column for The Boerne Star,
but was encouraged by his
father to take over the family
business. Sidney became a
pharmacist, but sadly,
developed Hansen’s disease,
the proper name for leprosy.
Little was known at the time
about Hansen’s disease,
named for t he Norwegian
doctor who discovered the
bacterium in 1873.
Because of public fear of this disease, Sidney Levyson left Boerne
and changed his name to Stanley Stein to protect his family. At the age of
31, he moved to a military hospital in Carville, Louisiana where he received
treatment. While there, he became an advocate to improve the lives of all
Hansen disease sufferers.
Mr. Levyson edited a newspaper called The Star 66, in tribute of his
first experience writing for The Boerne Star. This newspaper helped put the
word out that Hansen’s disease was treatable and that people who had it
could live normal, happy lives.
Sidney Levyson wrote his autobiography Alone No Longer under the
name Stanley Stein before his death in 1967. Remembered for his life’s
mission for human rights, Sidney Levyson is buried next to his family in San
Antonio.
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The Irons Graham Addition – “The Flats”
The Flats is a neighborhood between the Cibolo and Frederick

Creeks. Part of its history is not one of Boerne’s finer stories to tell, but in
the telling are some important lessons learned about the struggle to gain
equality for all.
Not all of Boerne’s first settlers were against slavery. The first
Germans to live here were strongly against it. However, many English
settlers brought slaves with them. This caused conflict between the two
groups of settlers. Small cabins for the slave population who worked at the
Kendall Inn were the first houses in The Flats. After the Civil War, freed
African Americans stayed on in Boerne and worked in the hotels and as
field hands. The Flats became a part of the City of Boerne in 1887, as the
Irons Graham Addition, but people still called it “The Flats.” The Flats was
a town within a town. Because of the segregation of society at the time,
The Flats had its own stores, restaurants, customs, and music separate for
African American citizens apart from the rest of Boerne.
African American students could not attend the “white” public school.
Children in the Flats went without a school until 1910 when Boerne Public
School moved an old building to the flats for a “colored” school. It became
the Royal School. African American students attended their own school
until federal laws forced desegregation of public schools in the 1960’s.

Most of Boerne’s African American population moved north looking
for better economic opportunities after the 1960s.
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The most famous person of African American
descent who lived in The Flats was Herb Hall.
Herb Hall was a jazz clarinet player who toured
the world with many of the best jazz bands.
Herb Hall was married to Boerne native
Annie Houston Hall who worked at Ye Kendall Inn
and attended the Royal School. Annie left
Boerne to travel with her musician husband.
They came back in their later years and lived in
The Flats.
Mexican American families moved into The Flats as the African
American families moved out. In 1964, the area was badly flooded and the
bridge was washed away. One life was lost. The building of the dam at
Boerne Lake helps control flooding of the Cibolo now.
In 1978, Boerne’s Hispanic citizens built Crusader’s Hall as a
community gathering space for Boerne’s Mexican American citizens. The
building was used for many social events and is a busy hub of activity that
provides scholarships to Hispanic youth.
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Kronkosky Estate
Wealthy Albert Kronkosky purchased 27 acres on a hilltop
overlooking Boerne in 1911. He built his estate with two
mansions; the Kronkosky Tower with its pagoda looking roof, a
dance hall, pools, fountains, and gardens. He invited many
citizens of Boerne to enjoy evenings of entertainment at his
estate. At one time there was a bridge that connected the two
ends of the estate. The entire view of Boerne could be seen from
the top of the bridge. The Kronkosky family donated the estate to
the Order of the Benedictine Nuns in 1960.

Kronkosky Tower

Bridge on the Kronkosky Estate. Below is view from bridge.
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Historical Photos of Boerne

Main Street 1900
Phillip Manor (left)
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Kuhlmann buggy 1900 – first motorized buggy in Boerne

Early Main Street
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Boerne Livery Stable 1920. Photo shows the old transportation and the new motors that will drive the
Livery Stable out of business. Henry Fabra said “On Sunday afternoons, we boys would go and get a
horse and buggy and take our girls out riding. And the horses that you didn’t have to use reins with were
always in demand.”

Ziegler Building 1910 Main Street
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One of Boerne’s most famous residents, Adolph Toepperwein, held the greatest sharp shooting record of
all time. He toured the US with his wife, Plinky, demonstrating his shooting skills. He could shoot the
outline of a Native American head, shooting rapidly, in 3 minutes.

Harz Blacksmith Shop
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A Walk in Old Historic Boerne Cemetery
You can learn a lot about the people who came before you by taking

a walk through your local cemetery. Boerne Cemetery begins beneath
beautiful oak trees on North School Road and covers up to 30 acres of
land.

Adam Vogt deeded the first one and a half acres to Boerne for $1 in
1867. As you stroll through the different sections, you eventually reach the
oldest sections set among serene landscaping. Here most grave markers
are written in German. In fact, many of the early graves have no markers
at all. Accurate records were not kept until 1900.
The Boerne Cemetery holds a rich history of Kendall County.
Many of the people who played an important role in the development of
Boerne are buried here, including George Wilkins Kendall, the man our
county is named after. Early settlers’ names mentioned in this book can be
read on tombstones. When you see them, remember the hardships of the
early frontier days.
If you get a chance to visit our historic cemetery, take some paper
and crayons with you to make tombstone rubbings. Stop a moment and
reflect on the lives of those who came before us, their bravery, and their
successes in making Boerne the city it is today. Be sure to read the
historical marker before you leave.
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Dr. Ferdinand Herff and his Legacy to Boerne

Dr. Ferdinand Herff

Cibolo Creek at the Cibolo Nature Center

Dr. Ferdinand Ludwig von Herff was born in Germany in 1820. He

immigrated to Texas as a member of the “Group of 40”. When the Bettina
colony failed, eight of the men traveled south to found Tusculum, but most,
including Dr. Herff, went back to Germany. Dr. Herff, soon returned to
Texas and had a long career as a respected pioneer doctor and surgeon in
San Antonio.

Although Dr. Herff lived in San Antonio, he remained an avid

supporter and investor in Boerne. Over time he bought over 10,000 acres
of land for the Herff Ranch, established in 1852. Dr. Herff built a summer
home for his family on the ranch and was very involved in Boerne’s
community affairs. Dr. Herff worked hard to convince the railroad to come
to Boerne and promoted Boerne’s reputation as a tourist and health resort.

Dr. Herff’s descendants still live in Boerne and have continued to be

involved in Boerne’s community affairs. In 1988, Carolyn Chipmann Evans,
a descendent of Dr. Herff, in cooperation with the City of Boerne created
the Cibolo Nature Center (CNC) located on the Herff Ranch. The CNC is
dedicated to promoting conservation of natural resources through
education. Boerne ISD third graders visit the CNC every year to learn in
their outdoor classroom. In 2007 the CNC purchased the Herff Farm,
renovating the Herff House and building an education center.
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Boerne’s Water Treasure – The Cibolo Creek

Citizens of Boerne have long enjoyed picnicking along the banks of
the Cibolo Creek, but the Cibolo is more important to the residents of
Boerne as an important water source.
The name “Cibolo” is a joke. The joke goes way back to when
Spanish explorer Cabeza de Vaca explored Texas. When the explorer
finally got back to Mexico City seven years later, he told a story about a city
made of gold and jewels – the Seven Cities of Cibola. Now, there really
was no such place but many Spaniards sure tried to find it! What they saw
the most in Texas was buffalo, so they started calling buffalo “cibolas”, the
only treasure they were finding. Cibolo means buffalo in Spanish.
The creek we see in town along River Road has looked the same
way since William Dietert built a dam in 1850 to run his saw and grist mill.

After a destructive flood in 1962 that caused a lot of damage and

the loss of one life, a second dam was built on the Cibolo for flood control
and a future water supply. In 1978 Boerne Lake opened. The City of
Boerne recently upgraded the park and added a pavilion, Frisbee golf, a
butterfly garden, and a bird observation blind.
After a flood in 2002, the tracks of Acrocanthosaurus were
discovered. They were cast and are on display at the CNC.
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Boerne’s Twin Legacy –

Carolyn Herff Kennon and Juanita Herff Chipman
Primary Source Interview July 2011

“We had a great time growing up…we could outswim, outrun, and outride practically any
boy. I will never regret one minute of my childhood, and a having a twin sister to share
it with-to have had all these experiences, and to be able to sit back and talk with her
today. She will remember things that I have forgotten, and I will remember things she
has forgotten. Her heart is here, just like mine.”
Juanita Herff Chipman
1980
Juanita Herff Chipman and Carolyn Herff Kennon are identical twin sisters who were
born in 1922. The sisters were raised by their grandparents as their young mother died
shortly after they were born. They are part of a large clan of descendants of Dr.
Ferdinand Herff, arguably the town of Boerne’s biggest supporters and promoters who
acquired many acres of land in the Boerne area back in its beginning.
They agreed to meet with me for an interview about their childhood days spent in
Boerne. The sisters’ love of the Hill Country became very evident as they reminisced
with me about their summers along the Cibolo Creek. It is the same love and
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appreciation for the area that their great, great grandfather held five generations earlier.
The Herff family continues to be strong supporters of the City of Boerne. The Herff
family donated the land for the Kendall County Fairground in 1913, and the sisters
donated the land where Boerne High School was built. Juanita’s daughter, Carolyn
Chipman Evans (founder of the CNC), and her husband Brett Evans are activists for
additional “green” spaces in Boerne.
Carolyn and Juanita spent the first four years of their life in Boerne. Their
grandmother, who raised them, became sick with the flu and pneumonia (lung
sickness). The air and climate was thought to be healthier here than in San Antonio
where they lived with their grandmother. Once their grandmother recovered, they only
returned to Boerne in the summers.
“The Cibolo Creek was our playground”, both sisters remembered, “We played
outdoors all day long.” The sisters remember swinging on grapevines and dropping into
the creek, building dams, catching insects, and lots of horseback riding. “Our
grandparents gave us children a cart and a Shetland pony to pull it. We drove it
everywhere. As we got older, we could ride horses anywhere on the ranch and we rode
as far as 21 miles out. We camped and cooked out. Our grandmother never worried
about us.” “We could tell what time it was because the train came by the Herff Ranch at
10 a.m. every morning and at 3 p.m. every afternoon. We could hear the Boerne noon
whistle and we could tell time by the sun and when we got hungry”.
The sisters enjoyed making brooms out of broom weed. They used the brooms to
sweep the earth smooth so that they could lay rocks down to make “houses” with many
rooms. They spent one whole summer creating a miniature golf course when someone
gave them some old golf clubs. “Live Oak trees are great for climbing” Carolyn said.
“The Cibolo Creek had rapids on it back then, our Dad made us kayaks to play in the
water.” Another favorite spot on the Herff Ranch was “the Canyon”, as their
grandmother called it, or Herff Falls as it was known to the townsfolk. Near this spot,
the cousins had a boys’ camp and a girls’ camp.
Indoors the sisters enjoyed making paper dolls and clothing for the dolls out of the dry
goods store catalog.
Carolyn and Juanita spent more time in Boerne when they got older and had many
friends there. They enjoyed going to the movies and to the confectionary store for
cokes and ice cream.
“We had a lot of freedom and neither one of us was afraid of anything.” What is their
advice to third grade students? “Get outdoors; appreciate nature, catch bugs, and use
your imagination to make up games.”
Juanita Herff Chipman has just written a book, The Passing of Gifts. She has
written the story of her family starting with the first generation of immigrants to this area
and ending with the story of her own life. She writes, “I think of the times to come and I
am reminded of how much things have changed. I write to tell future generations the
tales told about my ancestors and of their times, and I write to tell of my own times for
they are passing …”
Will you or one of your family members write the history of your family? Do you
know about your great grandparents? How could you find out more about them?
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