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established himself as the preeminent San Antonio architect. His future was bright and
yielded a career in which he would assemble a world-class architectural portfolio. Alfred’s well-designed and constructed buildings, mansions, and courthouses would be
sprinkled throughout Kendall County, the Hill Country, Texas and even Mexico. On the
horizon, as he entered the 1880s, were family plans, and with his acquisition of extensive ranch lands near Comfort, his enduring association with Kendall County.
Annie Laura James Giles While working as
architect on the Bandera jail, he met Annie
Laura James, who had made it a point to
meet the bachelor architect. She was the
daughter of John James, esteemed surveyor of Boerne, Bandera, Castroville and Bexar Co. As one of the first Texas cattle drivers, in 1846 James put together a herd of
1,000 steers and drove them to the California gold fields. Alfred and Laura were married in 1881 in St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
in San Antonio, and from that time forward, were amused to tell people they met
in jail. They had eight children, five living
into adulthood. Following their marriage,
they and new daughter Amy took a two
month trip to England, Scotland, and
France in 1884 taking in an extraordinary
number of tourist sites of note. The architectural milestones they saw did not escape their critiques. Most importantly, they
visited Alfred’s homestead in Hillingdon.
New wife Laura met many of his relatives
Annie Laura James Giles and Alfred Giles
and as she writes perhaps tongue in cheek “I
Early in Their Marriage
have seen the house where Alfred lived when
he was a boy, where he went to school and
where he used to go to get milk early each morning.”

(Continued on page 2)
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English Architect, continued
Following the death of his mother, Sophie Giles in 1886, Alfred, Laura, and Amy made a second trip to England,
called back to settle the family’s estate, and considered living there permanently. However, after a year spent involved with English life, they decided Texas was the place for them. Family lore has the story that Laura thought England seemed for old people. The English relatives were likely disappointed.

Alfred Giles on his Hillingdon Ranch near the divide between Comfort and Fredericksburg.

Ranch Life Living on our part of Hillingdon Ranch, you might say we’re in touch with the legend of Alfred Giles every
single day in one way or another. Alfred Giles was the great grandfather of my husband David, and John James,
Giles’s father-in-law, was David’s great-great grandfather. This now seven generation ranch Giles named Hillingdon
Ranch in remembrance of the area he considered home in England, was purchased in 1886 by Giles and his brother-in
-law John H. James, famous jurist, whose portion of the property was referred to as Flat Rock. He purchased the land
initially from the railroad for $.50 an acre, and as additional parcels became available, continued to increase the acreage. He became one of the first recorded landowners in that part of Kendall County. At this time in Giles’ life, he had
completed approximately 40 buildings in Texas. His capacity for varied work and innovation was legendary.
The Comfort area ranch originally encompassed 13,000 acres, most are still owned today by his descendants. At a
recent 130th ranch anniversary at Hillingdon Ranch, a family tree revealed some 300 descendants. Many Giles/James
family members continue to reside in the Comfort area with surnames of Dreiss, Beckmann, Booth and their descendants too numerous to mention. In 1986 Hillingdon Ranch was designated a Texas Heritage Ranch. The remodeled existing ranch house became Giles’ family’s main home.
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English Architect, continued
The family leased a second home in San Antonio for the winter seasons, as well as owned for a short duration their
home at 306 King William Street, a house he designed. The second home enabled him to be close to his work when
required and for Laura to be close to her kindred.
Ranch management seemed to be a joy and respite for architect Alfred Giles. He kept consistent journal records pertaining to ranch business, his experiences with the crops, the cattle, the weather, the helpers. The Giles family
worked the land and learned from the land. My husband and I recently went to Scotland driving along the verdant
meadows with their black dots of Aberdeen Angus cattle – the common bloodline of all the Angus now on the Hillingdon Ranch. It is said that Giles in remembering the pleasant days on trips to Scotland with his family, was struck by
the similar look of the Texas countryside and decided to buy his first registered Angus cattle from Scotland. The cattle
were shipped across the ocean before arriving at their new home of Comfort, Texas.
As today’s ranch managers know, to practice conservation methods is a sustaining endeavor with future generations
in mind. Giving to the land rather than taking from the land. Giles early on realized the importance of rotational grazing to eliminate overgrazing. His water catchments, installed windmills and diversified livestock enabled rotational
grazing. By bringing cedar eating Angora goats into the pastures, the land would be cleared for the grasses to grow
for the cattle and sheep. Cowboys would periodically round up the cattle and drive them to Giles’ later acquired farm
at Calaveras Creek near San Antonio, where they were fed corn and cottonseed before the sale to butchers in the
city.
This pioneer rancher was one of the founding members of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raiser Association and a member of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association and the American Aberdeen-Angus Breeders’ Association.
Traveling It has been recorded that keeping up with his far flung projects required almost constant adventurous
traveling by Giles, so this is a subject unto itself.
Much of the communication with his family involved plans
with trunks, with timetables, with manner of traveling,
with scheduling helpers. A myriad of letters between the
married couple ensues. Laura feels “horribly lonely” when
either Alfred or the children are away, She writes from the
isolated ranch, realizing that “I have such a little family
now it’s not so easy to travel around.” And Alfred likewise
writes often in his letters of how he misses his family.

1921

To ease his family’s worries, Alfred would regularly take a
couple of homing pigeons with him to San Antonio - one to
send home to the ranch when he arrived safely in SA, one
to send to the ranch announcing his return so a buckboard
could be waiting at the Comfort train station. To visit San
Antonio, they often stayed in the hotel in Boerne, then
Pigeon coop used by Alfred Giles is still standing
took the remaining 30 miles by train which took 2 hours.
next to the Hillingdon Ranch main house
Another time mentioned is riding on buckboard from San
Antonio to Comfort, and halfway staying over at Beasley’s
(sic) for shelter from a thunderous storm. Buckboard from the ranch to train in Comfort took 3 hrs. with Alfred often
leaving the ranch at 3:30 a.m. to catch the 6:30 a.m. train in Comfort for San Antonio.
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English Architect, continued
Life was going from Comfort to the San Antonio house in Oct. for winter, always packing and cleaning. One year
Laura said “won’t we have a queer load tomorrow – all the children, a parrot, a canary, a Jersey cow, a horse and a
cook and trunks in a wagon and buckboard.” And first there were moths to deal with in the trunks. On occasion they
boarded the train in Comfort for San Antonio, but first met other family members who were staying at the hotel in
Comfort. “How slow and warm” the train trip was. But fortunately Alfred had the San Antonio house cleaned and
ready for them. Years later the train route from Fredericksburg to Comfort would have a Hillingdon Flagstop for the
convenience of the architect, but this was not to be until 1913.
The family has not discovered any records of his likely troublesome travels to Mexico during the Mexican Revolution.
However, a short stagecoach ride to Fredericksburg early in his career to check on the progress of the Gillespie County Courthouse project, proved quite exciting. Two armed men stopped the coach, likely at a point near the Pedernales crossing on the Old San Antonio Road, robbing the passengers at gunpoint. Alfred’s gold pocket watch, a gift from
his mother, was taken. Alfred made a deal with the robbers that he would divulge the place of hidden money if they
gave him his watch. He then showed them $20 ($500 today) in the hidden spot in his boot and was given back his
watch. This may have cast a spotlight on him, as he was then commanded to help sort out the mail for the robbers
and next, to dangerously stop another oncoming stagecoach for the outlaws. Later, since witnesses saw Giles helping
the robbers, he was brought before magistrates in San Antonio on suspicion of robbery until he explained the story.
By the way, the driver mentioned this route as being fraught with mischief makers.

1921

Giles Designed
1897 St Charles Hotel, Kerrville – Razed in 1936
Formerly on Corner of Water & Sidney Baker Streets

Giles Designed
Ingenhuett/Faust Hotel, Comfort on High Street
(Photo courtesy of Hotel Faust)

Next Edition: An English Architect in Kendall County, Alfred Giles, Architect (1853-1920) Part IIl
Read family and ranch insights from Laura Giles’s diary and details about a lengthy El Paso court case.
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Dr. Solomon S. Kohn
Rabbi, Lawyer, Physician
By Kathryn Adam Hurst
“Distressingly healthy” is a description of Kendall County from a newspaper article written in 1875. For decades people moved to Kendall County, usually as a last-ditch effort, to breathe the fresh hill country air. Many believed that
living here would heal or slow the progress of many lung ailments like asthma and consumption, now called tuberculous. They came from all over the United States and were here for months or a few years seeking treatment and healing. One such man was Dr. Solomon S. Kohn.
Solomon Samuel Kohn moved to San Antonio in 1911. J. Tobias, a relative living in San Antonio, may have encouraged
his move. He arrived in Boerne around 1914 and set up a sanitarium where he continued to use his profession to try to
help others. Dr. Kohn operated the sanitarium until he died in April 1916.
Dr. Kohn lead a rich and full life before arriving in Boerne. He was born
in Galsage, Hungary, on December 25, 1848. As an avid learner, he
studied with his father to become a cantor. A cantor sings and leads the
prayers in a synagogue. At age thirteen, he left home and traveled to
temples throughout Hungary, serving as a cantor. Family stories say he
was reputed to be the youngest cantor in Hungary at the time. After
completing course work with Chief Rabbi Hirsch of Prague, he became a
rabbi in 1869 and was ready for a congregation.

Old New Synagogue
Prague

A synagogue in New Haven, Connecticut, requested a rabbi and Kohn
accepted the call. He arrived in the United States after 1872 with his
wife, Esther, and two sons, Myer and Samuel. While serving as a rabbi,
he began studying at Sheffield Scientific School at Yale and earned a
Bachelor of Philosophy. Upon graduating, Yale offered him a
“professorship of oriental languages.” He chose not to accept this position and instead moved to Louisville, Kentucky, where he served as a
rabbi in a local synagogue.

While in Louisville, he studied law and was admitted to the Kentucky
bar in 1881. After working as a lawyer for one year, he received a
call to serve as a rabbi at a synagogue in Boston. He accepted the
calling and moved his family to Boston. While living there, he gave
private lessons in oriental languages to Harvard students.
After seven years, he received a calling to serve as a rabbi in Buffalo,
New York, which he accepted, but after six months, he left to take a
call in Paterson, New Jersey. He is listed in the Paterson City Directory as a reverend and living at 607 River. It was here he decided to
study medicine. He received his medical degree from Dartmouth
Medical School in 1892 and later took graduate classes in New York.
Upon completing his medical training, he set up practice in Norwich,
Connecticut. According to Kohn’s biography in the Dartmouth AlumSheffield Scientific School at Yale
ni Magazine in 1916, he went to London and worked with Dr. Joseph
Lister in the South London Children’s Hospital. Upon his return to
the United States, he set up practice in St. Louis, Missouri, and served as a professor of anatomy in the College of Medicine and Surgery.
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Dr. Solomon S. Kohn, continued
In 1900 he was living in a boarding house located on Chestnut Street owned by Charles and Elizabeth Hollingworth
with two of his sons, Samuel and David. He stated he was married, but his wife is not listed. In the 1903 St. Louis city
directory, his occupation is a physician living at 914 N. 14th Street.
According to the Directory of Deceased Physicians 1804-1929, Dr. Kohn practiced
allopath medicine. An allopathic physician works for themselves or with a group
of physicians to “obtain medical histories; ordering, performing and interpreting
diagnostic tests and perceiving and administering treatment for patients suffering
from injury or disease.” An allopath “practices a biologically based approach to
treating disease and injury.” This medical practice is known as Western or modern medicine. Dr. Kohn obtained medical licenses in Missouri 1892, Connecticut
1893, Missouri 1898, and Texas in 1911.
Dr. Kohn had asthma, and as it became more problematic, he decided to relocate
to Texas. After living in San Antonio for a short time, he moved to Boerne to open
a sanitarium. There Kohn purchased twenty acres of land near the Cibolo Creek in A. Lockmar No. 178 survey from Julius Holekamp. In the deed, he agreed to insure all buildings with fire insurance. In August of 1915, Dr. Kohn placed an
ad in The American Israelite advertising his services as a rabbi.
Nine months later, on April 7, 1916, he died at his sanitarium. Eugene Loeb
of San Antonio was the administrator of his estate. However, Alex Bremer
protested, stating it was not necessary to have an administrator because the
Wendlers paid the heirs their portion in May 1916, there were no outstanding bills other than a lien on the property, and all heirs were known. Adolph
and Henry Wendler owned a lien on the property of $3000.00. The probate
record filed in Kendall County stated Kohn estate included real and personal
property with a value of $5000.00
His son, David from California, was in Boerne at the time of his father’s
death. Seven children survived Dr. Kohn, David from California, Samuel,
Joseph, Bert, Edward from St. Louis, Missouri, Sadie Teremlin of Durant, Oklahoma, and Fannie Frank from Reno, Nevada. His funeral was held at the Shelley-Loring Chapel in San Antonio and was interred in the Orthodox Jewish
Cemetery. He was seventy-two years old.

The American Israelite
Cincinnati, Ohio
August 1915

Dr. Solomon S. Kohn studied continually throughout his life, giving a clear picture of his interest in the well-being of
others by becoming a rabbi, lawyer, and physician.
Sources:
Boston, MA City Directory
Dartmouth Alumni Magazine, Vol. 8, p 365; book.google.com
Directory of Deceased American Physicians 1804-1929
Kendall County Deed Records
Kendall County Probate Records
1880 Louisville, Jefferson, Kentucky
1900 St. Louis Missouri Census
San Antonio Light, April 8, 1916
St. Louis City Directories
Texas Death Records, Kendall County
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The Staffel Story—Part II
In-Between “Once upon” and “Ever after”
By Donna Peacock
“If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten.” - Rudyard Kipling

In Part I, readers are invited into a “once upon a time” beginning of a narrative that opens in Germany, sails across
the Atlantic to Texas, and travels to San Antonio. The protagonist is a young, enterprising and resourceful August
Staffel filching water from well-quenched, upper deck voyagers for his cousin Heino, Heino’s wife, and their baby. In
San Antonio, he is hard-working, eager to help family settle comfortably in a new land. But August’s own story is just
beginning. The new chapter begins with romance, a quick courtship, and marriage. Together, August and his bride,
Kuningunda Bertha Dienger Staffel, move the plot forward -- to Boerne, Texas.
What do we know about this bride? About this young woman? She was born in southwest Germany about 1827 in
the spa town of Krozingen. August comes from central Germany, but did they know one another before either came
to Texas? Do their families know one another and reconnect in San Antonio? Or, for a better story, do these young
people meet at a social event, fall in love at first sight over the strains of some traditional German love song?
We already know that August is a force. The new Mrs. Staffel has to be a strong character, as well, with such a formidable first name: Kundigunda, or—depending on the source—Kunigunda, Kuniqua, Cunigund, or Cumquande. A combination of “kuni” (clan, family) and “gund” (war), the name was popular in the Middle Ages (even a St. Kunigunde)
but certainly not on any near future list of suggested names for a baby girl. No wonder she is known to most as
“Bertha.”

1854 is where we can leave Heino, Adeline, and baby Eugene as supporting characters. They eventually establish themselves prominently
in San Antonio, Heino even helping to establish the first GermanEnglish school there—another story worth sharing in which they take
the leading roles. But in 1854, the plot of August’s tale changes, takes
more precise shape and direction as he more aggressively assumes the
role of protagonist—clearly the leading character, more and more defined by his independent actions. Is this the climax, the moment that
turns the story toward its ending? Maybe.
On April 27, 1854, deed records show that John James and Gustav
Theissen each sells ½ interest in Lot No. 30, approximately four acres,
to August Staffel, a lot “bounded on the north by Lot No. 29, on the
west by the Cibolo River, on the south by Lot No. 31, and east from the
main road from San Antonio to Fredericksburg.” August pays each
man $30.00. For a grand total of $60.00, he now is not only a respectable, married man with his own property, but—soon—also the proprietor of the first store in Boerne: The Staffel Store.

Boerne Map – Staffel’s First Lot (see star)

Oh, it’s not much to look at. Just a log shack with a thatched roof and a
dirt floor, a Mexican “jacal” as friend and fellow resident Hugo Clauss
describes it – “a hut covered with long reeds” with log and brush for
walls.
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Staffel, continued
It’s in a fine location, though: at the northwest corner of what will become South Main and Washington (later,
Theisen) Streets, with the property running back to Cibolo River. It’s a strategic choice for Staffel’s enterprises. The
old road from San Antonio to Fredericksburg has been redirected with a spur to cross the Cibolo into Boerne just
south of the store; the traffic traveling west from New Braunfels channeling along the north side of the creek
(today’s River Road), teeing into Main Street, once again, just below his property. So it’s not surprising that the little
shanty-store soon becomes a gathering place for folks to visit and share news.
August’s and Bertha’s young marriage seems a happy one, and the store is doing
well selling dry goods, like textiles, flour, sugar, beans, coffee. In 1855, the Staffel
Store gets competition from the larger, newly opened Henry Wendler General Store
on Main Street, but Staffel’s is the place to be. And why not? It’s a prime location, a
convenient stop -- why go farther up the street when most everything anyone needs
is here? And since Staffel’s Store is one of the only centralized locations in this under
-populated hamlet, it’s even possible that Gustav Theisen decides that the 1855 petition he writes would be well-placed at the store—for petitioners from Boerne, Comfort, Sisterdale, Guadalupe River area , and Leon Springs area to stop by and sign:
Staffel’s Lot on “Rio Cibolo”
the petition requesting that the Texas Legislature carve a new county from Comfort,
Boerne, Sisterdale, the Guadalupe River and Leon Springs areas --one more conveniently located and more easily
accessible to all--one-in which Boerne would be included. And another request: that Boerne be designated as the
county seat. August Staffel’s signature is one of the first. Even his cousin, Heino, from San Antonio signs the petition-the final signature, only to draw a line through it, followed by the word ‘verte’ (possibly meaning change, omit). That
Staffel’s is the headquarters for petitioners is conjecture. However, it is nice to think that it happens that way.

According to C. Hugo Clauss, one of Boerne’s earliest residents, everybody gathers at the Staffel’s on Sundays, where
they hatch plans for the future and share hunting and Indian stories. They also share some Schnapps. Of course, as
good Germans, they would prefer beer. Clauss says that Staffel does brew “something out of corn sugar” and calls it
“beer,” but it’s not until August again exerts his ingenuity and entrepreneurship that anyone gets a taste of the real
thing. Remember, this is the same August who helpfully ‘pilfered’ water on the ship from Germany.
When, in 1855, William Menger opens the
“Western Brewery” on San Antonio’s Alamo Plaza, August buys a small keg and
brings it to the store ‘for testing.’ As Clauss
relates, the keg is “ceremoniously put on
the table, adorned with oak leaves and
Staffel Granted License to Sell Firewater “in Quantities of Less Than a Quart”
flowers and tapped.” After “years of deprivation,” the men share a glass, sing German
songs and dance around the barrel until ‘the litmus test’ is depleted. “Staffel’s Tavern” is born and becomes, for
years, where “every stranger under the straw roof of the Mexican jacal is “greeted and strengthened” in the little
store “where one can get a “drink of firewater, the only one between San Antonio and Fredericksburg.”
Among the celebrants this particular Sunday is Karl Dienger, Bertha’s brother, who, most likely encouraged by the
musical enthusiasm of the gathering, organizes the Boerne Gesangverein (singing club) and the Boerne Village Band
in 1860. Everyone in this immediate and expanded family is the protagonist of his or her own special narrative.
August’s story continues to develop. With his place a popular spot and August a respected and trusted businessman,
it seems logical that, in 1856, he applies for his store to serve as Boerne’s first Post Office, and he becomes the community’s first Postmaster. Another strategic and enterprising move on August’s part, creating even more foot traffic
in an already well- frequented spot: at the time, all mail was picked up and dropped off at the central P.O.
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Staffel, continued
In the same year, 1856, a newly established stagecoach service adds another function to Staffel’s – that of stage
stop. A new character is added, as well: the first of the Staffel’s three children—a daughter named Annie. Over time,
the little store/tavern /post office/ stage stop gradually adds solid walls and a floor—and a livery stable, a campsite,
and even boarding, a sort of ‘hotel.’
The plot is moving along happily, without major complications. But a major conflict is evolving and about to erupt.
In early 1861 Texas joins the Confederacy. Support for secession from the Union has been strong in the state, but
opposition among German immigrants in the Hill Country is notable– often causing violence, like the Nueces Massacre in 1862 where Confederate soldiers attack and decimate a group of German Union sympathizers fleeing to Mexico.
We don’t know as a certainty how August feels politically and how the Civil War affects him. We do know that
growth and economic progress in the Hill Country, as well as elsewhere, comes to a halt, that bare necessities, like
flour, salt, clothing are hard to obtain. How does this impact the Staffel store business? We know, too, that, regardless of an individual’s sentiment, Confederate conscription forces men between ages of 18 and 45 into the Confederate Army.
The Texas Muster Roll Index shows that in February,1864, in Kendall County, August Staffel ‘enlists’ at age 38
(although the Index mis-states that he is 40 years old) in the Texas State Troops, 3rd Frontier District, rank “private.”
Frontier defense troops are paid by the state and provide protection from Indians, enforce Confederate conscription,
round up deserters, and give protection from renegades. They are not fighting with the Confederacy against Union
soldiers—although, by the time August “enlists,” the units have been mustered into the CSA. August serves only a
couple of months and, at discharge, is paid $34.00.
More gaps in the story, but it’s comforting to think that, maybe, August is providing supplies, like hay or corn, and,
that—whether by choice or not—he is, somehow, managing to get some personal profit that exceeds a private’s salary—a little pilfering, maybe.
By the end of the war in 1865, August and Bertha have two more children: Louis, recently born, and Emilie, born in
1860. He is still the Postmaster, but, although there are no term limits, he leaves the office in 1866. He must be doing well financially now and for the next few years, because—in 1869—he personally appears in open court in
Boerne and declares that he will “loan to the County the necessary funds for building the Courthouse” until the
County can raise them for repayment, “with interest as the law allows.”

Minutes of the Commissioners Court of Kendall County 9/6/1869 (p. 105)
Note that “the interest as the law allows” turned out to be “12 percent”

Construction on the courthouse begins in 1869 and is completed in 1870. We don’t know whether or not August
gets to see the completed structure. He dies on May 21, 1870—age 43: cause of death “cirrhosis.”
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Staffel, continued
We have to look at those in-betweens again for more detail, spaces for our wondering about what happened. How
long has August been ill? Has his physical condition spurred his courthouse loan? Does Bertha know he is suffering
with the disease? More gaps in the story’s chain of events. Maybe this is where the story ends – is it a happily ever
after? He’s young; he’s made so much happen in under 20 years – immigrant to successful family man, businessman
and citizen. Too soon to be over. So, let’s continue the tale.
When he is 37 years old, eight years before his death, August makes his will—leaving
everything to Bertha (and, in the event of her death, to the children) He knows what
he’s doing. Within months of his death, she is appointed Postmaster (the fourth one in
Boerne)—an important position of responsibility and trust. She serves for the next 10
years, while continuing to run the store and other businesses, investing in additional
property, taking in boarders. She raises three children. On her own, she is a part of
Boerne history; like August, she is a ‘doer’ and a force, keeping the adventure moving
forward.
Some accounts state that The Staffel family moved elsewhere around the turn of the
century. Yes. Other accounts say that all trace of the family lost. No.
Sometime after she retires as Postmaster in 1880, Bertha does move to San Antonio to live with her adult
children. However, she is still listed when the Boerne
Directories are printed in both 1882 and 1884. She
Bertha Staffel
remains a key figure in Boerne for some time--a successful businesswoman among prominent men--further developing her own mark,
as she has always done. Eventually, for approximately eight years, she resides, first,
with daughter Annie and her husband Louis Grothaus; later, with second daughter,
Emilie Rhodius, already a widow at age 39. Louis, the son and youngest child, has
been deceased since 1890. In 1905, Bertha sells the property in Boerne, generally
known as “Staffel Place,” and, in 1906, sells additional lots (See Staffels’ Lot Holdings in Boerne 1854 – 1906 below).
She dies on December 21, 1914, at age 88—and, according to her obituary in the
San Antonio Express, even shortly before her death, a force--still keenly interested
in real estate and other business matters, still sharing thrilling experiences of her
life in the frontier town of Boerne.
August Staffel is buried in the Boerne Cemetery. Bertha Staffel rests in the Odd
Fellows Cemetery in San Antonio. But, once upon a time, their individual storylines converged into one, invited us to follow the plot-- to want to know both of
these people; to explore what lies in between the beginning, and, yes, their
“happily ever after.” A most satisfying conclusion.
1884 Boerne Business Directory
Bertha Staffel
Listed with “general store”
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Autos’ Early Days – A Kendall County Perspective — Part I
101 Years Ago Old Spanish Trail (OST) Routing Secured
By Bryden Moon

1900s Boerne Main Street View (Looking North)

Last year’s centennial celebration of the 1919 Old Spanish Trail’s (OST) certification as an auto route through Kendall
County, reminded us of the early days of auto motoring both nationally and locally. Our American culture experienced
extreme and irrevocable change as a result of the automobile's entrance into modern life, beginning in the 1920s. The
introduction of automobiles into our local community’s lives was no less revolutionary, and as such we’ll take a explore
Boerne and Comfort in the 1920s, as they adapt this modern conveyance and adjust to the benefits of OST routing.
The OST started as a vision, a dream of tying together contiguous segments of roads into a seamless southern auto trail that would span the
United States from ocean to ocean, 2817 miles from St. Augustine to
San Diego.
The Old Spanish Trail Association’s theme was smartly developed. Using
the competitive advantage of having richly historic outposts of missions
and presidios established by the Spanish empire all along the southern
border of the United States, including the bookends St. Augustine
(1565) and San Diego (1769), and in between San Antonio (1718), El
Paso (1682) and Tucson (1775), it fired up the imagination. And clever
and consistent branding tied together the routing and reinforced the
theme.
Signage & Text from 1923 Flyer
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Autos’ Early Days, continued
The lure and romance of touching the past certainly added to the driving adventure. This passage from an extensive 1926 Old Spanish Trail Travelog – West Texas
Edition (cover right) sets the stage, “The Old Spanish Trail connects the playgrounds of Florida with the playgrounds of California and links the playgrounds
that lie between. It will bring to the cities and towns along the way a continual
tide of tourist and automobile travel and a permanent pleasure to the people. It
will revive and keep alive the remarkable history of old Spanish days…and offers
historical associations more romantic than anything in the land. Those were the
days of Spanish splendor, of Cavalier and Conqueror, of Columbus, Cortez and Pizarro, of Ponce de Leon, De Soto and Coronado and of the great orders of priests
whose missions are scattered along the Trail. The romance and riches of Mexico
drew prince and peasant. From Mexico the old trails carried the adventurers into
the South and Southwest: into the New Spain of their hopes.”
Spanish exploration is integrated on the Gunter Hotel banner (left), the host hotel
for the 1919 convention and OST HQ for a decade (1919 to 1929).
More from the ’26 OST Travelog, “From these
trails or highways others branched until all the
Southern Borderlands thrilled to the romance
and tragedy of conquerors and explorers,
settlers and missionaries, adventurers and
dreamers –all a part of the great games of empire that for three hundred years were played
to win and lose. The Old Spanish Trail of today
is a project that has woven old trails and new
ways together to open anew the Southern Borderlands to the modern day explorer.”
To be clear the OST designation was not auCover of 1926 OST Travelog
thentic in intimating that a seamless Spanish trail
West Texas Edition
had once traversed coast-to-coast through the
southern and western states, however, the OST
branding was so strong that this myth continues on today.

The 1919 OST convention held on November 14th & 15th in San Antonio’s Gunther
Hotel, defined the next phase of routing from San Antonio through thru Kerrville
and Fort Stockton to El Paso. Kendall County leaders, from Boerne and Comfort,
perceiving the benefits of being part of this cross-continental roadway, attended the convention; it was during this convention on November 15th, 1919, where OST’s pathway through Kendall County, with routing specifically through
Boerne and Comfort, was locked down.
Gunter Hotel in San Antonio
Hosted 1919 OST Convention
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Autos’ Early Days, continued
The November 21st Comfort News reported, “Though Kendall County had
been somewhat slow in effecting an organization to represent its interests
in the Old Spanish Trail Association, it made amends last week by forming
two units – one at Comfort and the other at Boerne…” And a little later in
the article, “…membership at each of the two towns was forty or more,
and this county sent about twenty delegates to the Old Spanish Trail convention…” Our community leaders (see list of attendees right, headlined
by Kendall County Judge J. A. Philip) recognizing the benefits had banded
together to support and promote the having the OST pass through their
communities.
Kendall County was successful in obtaining the Old Spanish Trail certification, so now what? The future held road improvements, and annual paid
subscriptions by Boerne and Comfort to pay for continued use of the OST
brand and supporting promotional materials. And a more immediate
need…free tourist camps to keep the overnight travelers in each community.

Kendall County 1919 OST Delegates
Comfort News - November 21, 1919

In 1922 the Comfort News served as part schoolmarm,
part cheerleader to rally support for their community
amenity. A tourist campsite was targeted south of
Comfort along the OST where the low bridge crossed
the Guadalupe River on the lower end of Charles Gass’
pasture. Titled “Free Campsite for Comfort,” they
concluded their 1922 article with “The number of travelers who pass through this town in automobiles every
day is something impressive. And the fact that these
travelers pass through the town but do not stop here,
is something else that is equally impressive – or at any
rate it should be, for it means that Comfort is failing to
get its share of the business which has already begun
to flow along the Old Spanish Trail highway. The fact
OST Bridge Crossed
that Comfort happens to be located on this great highThe Guadalupe River below Comfort
Site of Motor Tourist Campsite
way gives the town an opportunity which, if appreciated and seized, can be turned to great advantage. But
up to the present time we have neglected this opportunity, especially so in the matter of failing to provide a free
campsite where travelers can break their journey, and be afforded a chance to become acquainted with Comfort’s
natural attractions and its people.”

1923 OST Travelog – Note Boerne’s Tourist Camp Highlighted (in blue)

Next edition: Autos’ Early Days – Kendall County Perspective – Part II
Boerne Hosts Road Adventure: San Antonio Auto Club’s 1910 Road Run
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Harry C. Pitman
Pitman-Moore Company
By Kathryn Adam Hurst
Grass did not grow under Harry C. Pitman’s feet. Once he made
his fortune and he and his wife, Harriet, moved to Boerne, they
were always on the go. The Comfort News reported that he likes
to travel around in “his machine.” The little snippets of news never said what kind of automobile he drove, but an Indiana newspaper reported it was a touring car. In the Our Neighbors section of
The Comfort News, the Pitmans are mentioned with frequency.
They are with friends, dining together, going to parties, playing
cards, traveling around the hill county, going on vacation, family
and friends visiting from Indiana, and just having fun and enjoying life.

1913 Touring Car

Before moving to Boerne, Harry C. Pitman was part owner of the PitmanMyers Company in Indianapolis, Indiana. He and John C. Myers (Meyers)
rented a building and on July 1, 1899, the Pitman-Myers Company opened.
Before starting the company, Harry worked as a clerk for the A. Kiefer Drug
Store and later as a traveling salesman for a pharmaceutical house in
Incorporations
Indianapolis where he moved in
The Indianapolis Journal, July 2, 1899
1896. Three years later, he is in a
partnership “manufacturing a pharmaceutical line of druggist’s preparations.”
By 1905 the company relocated and constructed a building to house production.
Shortly after, Harry C. Moore joined the company and served as manager, treasurer, secretary, and later part-owner. Myers left in 1909 for form Swan-Myers
Company, and in 1911 the Pitman-Myers was renamed Pitman-Moore. Pitman,
president of the company, relinquished his position in 1912 due to illness, and
Moore became president. Today the company continues the over 100-year tradition of manufacturing medical products for veterinarians and doctors.
Once Moore joined the company, it began to thrive. He had a head for business
and was able to increase the profits. It was during his tenure the company developed anti-hog cholera serum. Hog cholera or swine fever is highly contagious
and farmers taking hogs to market or other farms can quickly spread the disease. In the 1880s and 1890s, hog cholera killed large numbers of pigs throughout the world. It peaked in the United States in 1896-1897. In 1899 the Governor of Indiana estimated losses from the disease were between three to five
million dollars.
Once the serum was introduced by Pitman-Moore and found to be effective, the
company skyrocketed to success.
Harry was born in Newcastle, Indiana, on December 19, 1871, to I. W. and Rebecca Carpenter Pitman. He was one of eight children, six boys and two girls.
When Harry was born, his father was a grain merchant and by 1880, his father’s
occupation was “dealer in agricultural implements.”

The Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette,
November 24, 1919
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Harry C. Pitman, continued
Harriet L. Allard married Harry on December 3, 1902, in Marion, Indiana. She was born in Vermont to Albert and
Ella Litchfield Allard and during the 1890s, the family moved to Indianapolis. It was nine years after their marriage
the couple moved to Boerne. Harry was suffering from a lung ailment and they hoped his health would improve by
relocating.
The Pitman’s purchased several pieces of land while living in Boerne. They
bought Lot 48 in the Irons and Graham subdivision paying the delinquent
taxes during a sheriff’s auction. From Ludwig Fabra, they purchased 6/10
of an acre in Survey 177 A. Lockmar and town lots 81, 82, 83 were purchased in 1919. In 1920 for $4,000.00, they bought a tract of land (5.6
acres) one mile south of Boerne on Menger Creek in Survey No. 184 J. M.
McCulloh from Joseph B. Dart.

The Comfort News
April 25, 1919

In 1920 Harry and Harriet were living on Live Oak Street in Boerne. The
families living on this street were Helene and Mary Pfeiffer, Horace B. King
and family, Adolf Schwarz and family, Mattie Blanche Mugges [sp?] and
family, Harry and Harriet Pitman, and Emma Lohman.
Harry’s health slowly deteriorated, and he died at his home on Wednesday,
February 11, 1925. He was fifty-three years old. Dr. John Nooe, a local
doctor, checked on him the day before. The funeral was held in Boerne
and burial followed in the Boerne Cemetery. The cause of death was a pulmonary condition. At his time of death, his real and personal property value totaled $10,000.00. After Harriet settled the estate, she returned to
Indiana.
Sources: 1920 Kendall County Census, The Comfort News, 1916-1925, Indianapolis Sun, 1906, Bittle, The Pittman-Moore Company, Kendall County Deeds Records, Texas Death Records, Kendall County, Kendall County Probate Records

Don’t forget!!
Contact The Genealogical Society of Kendall County
to purchase your copy of
The Sheriffs of Kendall County Texas
Call 830-331-8730 or stop by Monday through Friday 1-4
p.m.; or purchase on our website gskctx.com
Great gift for family and friends!
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In Memoriam: Charlie Kohls and Mike Stewart
Charlie Kohls had a unique lineage and historical perspective.

Descended from Kendall County’s second settler (1848), Ottmar von
Behr, he lived out his later years in Sisterdale on the Guadalupe River cliffside land that once held von Behr’s original and oft-described,
crudely constructed “block house.” John Russell Bartlett, of the
newly minted United States Boundary Commission, traveled
through and recorded his impressions in 1850. Frederick Law
Olmstead (before his Central Park fame) also visited in 1854 and
captured the scene in his book, A Journey through Texas, “…a double log cabin, upon a romantic rocky bluff of the Guadalupe River.”
Charlie partnered with the Kendall County Historical Commission
and hosted two events at von Behr’s Sisterdale homestead, both of
which celebrated the life of Ottmar von Behr. At the second event held in 2016, Charlie unveiled a Texas Historical
Commission marker honoring von Behr.
Charlie shared an extensive number of early Boerne family photos with the Patrick Heath Public Library, and after
coordinating with archivists Regina Adam and Mary Taylor, they were bundled into a family album; the “Charles E.
Kohls” edition was added to the library’s collection of Historical Images of Kendall County Families, a series of early
family photo albums.

Over the years, Comfort resident Mike Stewart collaborated with his wife, Anne, on the
publication of several historical Comfort-centric books; among others were Ernst Hermann Altgelt – Founder of Comfort, Texas, Texas in the Civil War – Comfort’s Monument
Story, and for Comfort’s 150th Anniversary in 2004, Translation of Comfort’s 50th Anniversary Commemorative Book. In some cases Mike would provide images, as he was an
artist; one of his favorite subjects was the Civil War Treue der Union Monument just a
couple of blocks up High Street from his downtown Comfort home. As Anne stated,
“preserving Comfort’s unique heritage was a passion of Mike’s – the Monument, the first
church, San Jose and Comfort Cemeteries…”
More recently Anne and Mike brought their
joint talents to our Echoes newsletter, first in
2018 with a German Easter themed tale, titled
Der Oster Hase on the Guadalupe, and later a
sequence of articles, honoring Comfort’s 165th
anniversary. Self-described by the authors as "a
slightly different perspective on Comfort, 1854 1863," they kicked off their four-part series
with an article titled Comfort Settled Itself. And
after they juxtaposed 1854 Comfort with other
earlier Hill Country German-dominated settlements, Comfort did indeed seem to have
settled itself.
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100 Years Ago — 1920 Kendall County Census

Comfort News – September 16, 1920 Edition
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Boerne Book & Arts Festival — An Event to Remember
Festival Moves Online October 3 & 4
This year marks the 6th year of the Boerne Book & Arts Festival, which started out in our community room as a
book fair day. And although COVID-19 has revamped our setup a bit, we are pleased to announce an amazing lineup
of authors and programs — with Texas and military history taking a starring role!
Award-winning Austin-based
author S.C. Gwynne kicks off the
event at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
October 3 with an interview
conducted by Steven Davis,
curator of the Wittliff Collections at Texas State University.
Gwynne and Davis will be discussing Gwynne’s latest book,
“Hymns of the Republic: the
Story of the Final Year of the
American Civil War.”
At 1p.m. that same day, our
“Strong Women Writing About Strong Women” panel features Sarah Bird and her historical fiction novel, “Daughter
of a Daughter of a Queen,” along with Judy Alter, whose most recently title is “Second Battle of the Alamo: how Texas Women saves Texas’ Most Famous Landmark.”

Also at 1 p.m., but on Sunday, October 4, join historians Alex Kershaw, James Fenelon and James Hornfischer for a
discussion of the Heroes of World War II, moderated by local author, Southwest Airlines pilot and She-ro Tammi Jo
Shults.
Lots of other panels in this lineup, which can be found at boernebookfest.com. Books from all authors are on sale
through the website. We’ll be conducting panels through Zoom, so call Robin or Caren ahead of time for a
passcode to the presentation or if Zoom is a new format to you!

Hope to see you virtually this year and back on Main Plaza next year!

