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It’s been hard to miss the press
regarding the makeover of San
Antonio’s Alamo Plaza. Often
with competing and divergent
opinions, each of the various design proposals has its own set of
passionate advocates. Standing
out in the debate on what to
keep, what to tear down and
what to move, is the relocation of
the monument to the Alamo defenders, the Cenotaph. A tug of
war ensued.

1939 Alamo Plaza Photo With Cenotaph - Pre-dedication

Regardless of location within Alamo Plaza, while the Cenotaph has been standing for
eighty years in tribute to the Alamo’s fallen defenders, there is a back story that begins
in the 1880s and includes the possibility of earlier alternatives with even grander memorial designs.
Paula Allen in her May 24, 2015, San Antonio Express/News article fills in the details on
the origins of the beleaguered landmark, “The Alamo Cenotaph, completed in 1940,
was one of the last projects of the Texas Centennial — observed statewide in 1936 to
mark the hundredth anniversary of Texas independence. From the Centennial Commission’s first call for sculptors’ models to its dedication, the Cenotaph (an “empty tomb”
commemorating the sacrifice of war dead buried elsewhere) was four years in the making.”
During the 1936 Texas Centennial celebration, the state of Texas provided $100,000 for
the monument, commissioned from local sculptor Pompeo Coppini. San Antonio mayor
Maury Maverick held a dedication ceremony on November 11, 1940.
Hard to miss, the Cenotaph’s shaft rises nearly sixty feet from its base which is forty
feet long and twelve feet wide. The monument was erected in grey Georgia marble and
pink Texas granite. It was entitled “The Spirit of Sacrifice” and incorporates images of
the Alamo garrison leaders and 187 names of known Alamo defenders, although later
research has shown some listed on the cenotaph were not there, and the total of
Alamo combatants has risen with newer research.
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The Kendall County Alamo Plaza Connection, cont.
Yet as improbable as it might seem, an even grander monument designed by Kendall
County resident and architect Alfred Giles (left) might have been anchoring today’s Alamo Plaza, as Paula Allen explains, “If all had gone well in 1887, we might be looking up at
a Monument to the Defenders of the Alamo by renowned architect Alfred Giles, who designed a 118-foot structure (other sources listed its height at 165 feet) that soared skyward in stages — an ornamented plinth topped with a column encircled by an observation
deck and extending to a more attenuated column with a platform on which a statue of
Davy Crockett was to stand.

Estimated to cost $100,000, the cause of funding the Giles monument through donations
was taken up by an Alamo Monument Committee and both daily newspapers. It was the
age of towers — the Washington Monument had been completed in 1885, and the Eiffel
Tower was built from 1887 to 1889 — but San Antonians raised only about a quarter of
the money needed and let the monument idea drop.”
Giles’ design is pretty impressive, and whether 118 or 165 feet, it would have towered
two or three times over the cenotaph. Yet there’s more to the story. At the beginning of
the twentieth century, several proposals to improve or beautify the plaza and honor the
defenders were developed. One of these plans was an effort in 1912 to erect an edifice, designed by Alfred Giles, to
be raised to a height of 802 feet in the middle of the plaza. It would have included 70-foot columns of Texas granite,
mounted with heroic sculptures of William B. Travis, James Bonham, Davy Crockett and James Bowie.
Alfred Giles
1887 Monument Design

Alamo Plaza with Alfred Giles’ 1887 Alamo Monument Design (foreground right)
Note “Monument 165 FT High” and “Alamo Chapel” far right)

More from Paula Allen’s article, “Twenty years later, it was back, bigger than ever. In 1909, there was a flutter of interest in building Giles’ design on the Alamo grounds, and three years later, a new group, the Alamo Heroes Monument Association, was formed to promote a much more ambitious memorial. This organization, in which locals were
joined by representatives of other Texas counties, planned “a most magnificent edifice,” according to its prospectus,
quoted in the San Antonio Express, Oct. 17, 1965.
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Kendall County Alamo Plaza Connection, cont.
No mere piece of statuary, this was going to be a multistory tourist destination, with elevators
to take visitors to museum halls, galleries and near the top of the 802-foot structure, a balcony
with telescopes for a 100-mile view by day and “the most powerful searchlight engineers could
devise” by night (see 1912 Tower design – right) The price tag was $2 million, to be raised by
statewide subscription, a strategy that petered out during World War I.”
At 802 feet, this would have been quite an undertaking. For scale, San Antonio’s Tower of
Americas built for the 1968 Hemisfair, stands tall on the downtown landscape; its observation
deck reaches 579 feet and roof peaks at 622, but still further up, it tops out at 750 feet if you
count its antenna. If the 1912 tower had been constructed it would have been one incredible
monument, eliminating the need to debate moving the Alamo memorial.
While Alfred Giles housed his architecture enterprise in a San Antonio office, he starting buying
land in Kendall County and established his Hillingdon Ranch residence in the mid-1880s, ultimately accumulating over 10,000 acres. For more on Alfred Giles: see this edition of Echoes
page 13, 1909 in Kendall County – Part III All about Structure - Courthouse Expansion &
Facelift.
Alfred Giles’
1912 Tower Design

Spring 2020 Magical History Tours
Tuesday, March 10, Wimberley Valley Museum, 10:30 a.m.
The Winters-Wimberley House, now the Wimberley Valley Museum was
listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2002. The front room
of the museum tells the story of past people and events that were important to Wimberley, from Jacob de Cordova—the original land speculator of the area—to William Carvin Winters to Pleasant Wimberley and
beyond. This museum helps you get to know the individuals who
shaped and grew the town that sprang from the limestone terrain of the
Texas Hills because a mill was built along Cypress Creek. The grinding
stones on display at the museum are from that mill and are on loan from
Ozona Bank which is close to where the original mill was located.
We’ll trek to Wimberley on Tuesday, March 10, and meet at the Wimberley Valley Museum at 10:30 a.m., 14068
Ranch Road 12, located right next to the Wimberley Visitors Center, for a docent led tour of the small home and history lesson on the Wimberley Valley. We’ll convene for a dutch treat lunch in Wimberley after the tour – feel free to
stay and shop beautiful downtown Wimberley on your own after! We’ll have material and ideas at lunch for a few
more hours of Wimberley fun!
The Wimberley Valley Museum asks for a donation of $3 per person. RSVP to Robin no later than March 5 to be
counted in the lunch reservation. 830-249-3053 or Stauber@boernelibrary.org.
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Magical History Spring 2020
Comfort Heritage Foundation Announces
Comfort’s 2020 Home Tour
April 25th (11 AM to 4 PM)
The Comfort Heritage Foundation (CHF) is pleased to announce its biennial Tour of Homes on Saturday, April 25,
2020, from 11:00 to 4:00pm. Ticket vouchers can be purchased in advance at the Comfort Chamber of Commerce, the
Comfort Public Library, or the Comfort Heritage Foundation.
This year’s ticket price of $25 admits you to five historic
homes. With the exception of one rural site a short jaunt
away, all show-cased treasures are in or near the Comfort
proper, making for an easy trip and a fabulous journey. To
begin your memorable tour, please plan to pick up your map
and home booklet at the CHF (Historic Bank Building @ 640
High Street) on Sat., April 25, 2020. The Foundation and tour
organizers look forward to seeing you there. For more information, contact:

Comfort Chamber
Hwy. 27
830-995-3131
info@comfort-texas.com
Tuesday-Saturday 10am to 3pm

Comfort Heritage Foundation
640 High Street
830-995-2641
comfortheritagefoundation@gmail.com
Tues. 9am to noon & Sat. 10am to 3pm

Back by Popular Demand! GSKC Hosts May Cemetery Tour!
Gone But Not Forgotten scheduled for May 16
Save the date!

On Saturday, May 16 (with a rain date of Saturday, May 23), the Genealogical Society Kendall County, along with the Patrick Heath Public Library and Boerne Parks & Recreation, will once again host a living history
tour by remembering the founders and families that populated our community. Last year’s event drew more than
50 people to the Cemetery to learn more about the lives of those buried there and we again expect a full crowd. If
you are interested in joining the tour, please contact GSKC at (830) 331-8730 to make your reservation. The GSKC is
also seeking volunteers to serve as respectful role players during the tour; if you are interested in representing one
of these remarkable lives, please let the GSKC know. An initial meeting will take place in early May and members of
the organization are already busy with research and writing scripts. Hope to see you there! The event is free.
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Dr. Jacob West: Physician, County Official, Collector
By Kathryn Adam Hurst
In 1879, Dr. Jacob S. West published an article in the Boerne Register which theorized yellow fever was spread
through coffee sacks. This newspaper article was reprinted in newspapers across Texas and the United States. He
states, “four-fifths of all the coffee used in this country is imported directly from the regions where the pestilence
originates spontaneously.” Texas’ deadliest yellow fever epidemic swept the coast in 1867. It is estimated 3,000
people lost their lives to the fever. West used a couple of examples from this outbreak to support his theory. The
town of Liberty had established a “quarantine against Galveston, where the fever was prevailing.”
Guards from Liberty were stopping all strangers or merchandise from
coming into town. They halted a steamboat coming up the Trinity River.
The captain requested permission to leave a sack of coffee on the
riverbank for a grocer in Liberty and the guards agreed. The grocer picked
up the sack and took it to his store. A few days later, after he had opened
the coffee sack, he became sick with the fever and several days later died.
His family and servants also became ill. It spread through the town, and
many other people became sick and died. That same year a small town
near Corpus Christi was out of coffee. A man from Corpus Christi, who
had recovered from the fever, delivered small coffee packets to a mesquite tree near the small town. Any family who wanted coffee could go to
the tree and pick up a packet. Reports stated every family who picked up
a coffee packet became sick with the fever. Families who did not take any
of the coffee remained symptom-free. He reminded the reader the coffee had been opened, divided, and carried
fifteen miles, and it still brought yellow fever. Dr. West recommended the reader remember yellow fever can be carried by a sack of coffee, a yard of cloth, or the clothes that have been worn. He encouraged all persons to not contact or communicate with any town where yellow fever was raging and to observe all quarantine laws. An editor in
Selma, Alabama, wrote a comment on the end of the article for The Selma Times. He claimed that what Dr. West
wrote was confirmed by what happened in other cities in the South where yellow fever had taken its toll.
Dr. Jacob S. West received his medical training from one of the premier medical schools at the time, The University of
Pennsylvania Medical School in Philadelphia. The 1847-1848 school catalog listed Germanville, Edgefield County,
South Carolina as his home.
By 1859 West, his wife, Laura, and overseer Amos Thornel were living in Polk County, Texas, where he purchased 500
acres. In 1860, he was growing Indian corn and cotton on 100 of those acres. The Polk County slave schedule of
1860, recorded West owned fifteen slaves and four slave houses. His farm was valued at $10, 000 and his personal
estate at $14,000 in the 1860 census.
The Civil War began in April 1861, and the following month, Jacob West enlisted in New Orleans. He was a private
with the Confederate First Texas Volunteers, Company B, commanded by Captain D. D. Moore of Livingston, Texas.
He served twelve months and was placed on sick leave. Two months later, George S. Weir, surgeon of First Texas
Volunteers Regiment, wrote a Certificate of Disability for Discharge for West. He stated he was unfit for duty because
there was evidence he had phthisical diathesis and phthisis pulmonalis. Most likely, he had the beginnings of consumption or weak lungs. Weir described West as born in Edgefield, South Carolina, 36 years old, 5’4” tall, blue eyes,
auburn hair, and a practitioner of medicine.

(Continued on page 6)
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Jacob West, cont.
In 1870, West, his wife, Laura, and three children were living in Corpus Christi, Nueces County, Texas, where he
was working as a physician. Two years later, he began purchasing land in Kendall County. Perhaps he heard
Boerne was an excellent place to live if one is suffering from a lung ailment. West moved his family and continued
purchasing land about every two years. Around 1876 he built a house about three miles outside of Boerne where
the Regent Park subdivision is located today. He and Laura had three more children while living in Boerne.
West was actively involved in the county. He posted a bond
for Sheriff J. F. Stendebach, conducted postmortem exams,
and health exams for prisoners and paupers. He served as
Assessor of Taxes for Kendall County and as County Treasurer.
He witnessed and served as administrator for wills, appraised
property, inspected the jail, and gave suggestions to improve the health conditions for the prisoners.
He was friends with Reverend Andrew Jackson Potter, a Methodist Circuit Rider. When The Reverend H. A. Graves
begin writing Potter’s biography, he requested West write about an incident in Potter’s life that Potter had related
to Westa The story and a poem are included in the biography Andrew Jackson Potter: The Fighting Parson of the
Texas Frontier. The book was published in 1881.
An incident occurred in 1883 when The Boerne Advance and San Antonio Light printed an article about Dr. Jacob
West’s collections. “Dr. West has some very curious and interesting geological specimens… He also has a fine collection of ancient and modern coins, petrified vegetables, wood, etc. But best of all the doctor believes he has the
skeleton of David Crockett, the Alamo hero. The bones were dug up from the Alamo by a laborer, who saved them
for him.” People became so upset; The Boerne Advance found it necessary to print a retraction.

On 10 June 1884, Dr. West resigned as Kendall County treasurer. Sometime later, he sold his remaining land and
moved to San Angelo. The move may have been health-related because Tom Green County has a drier climate
than Kendall County. In the 1910 Tom Green County census, Jacob and Laura are listed with this information: married 54 years, had nine children, six living to adulthood. Dr. Jacob West died on 18 March 1914 at the age of 90
and is buried in the Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo.

Note: Yellow Fever is spread from a bite of an infected mosquito and does not spread through casual contact.
Sources
:Catalogue of Trustees, Officers, and Students of the University of Pennsylvania. Session 1847-1848. Philadelphia: L. R. Bailey, Printer, 1848.
Ancestry.com.
“Davy Crockett’s Skeleton.” The San Antonio Light, 17 September 1883. Newspapers.com.
“Jacob West.” 1860 Polk County Texas, Census, Ancestry.com.
“Jacob West.” 1860 Slave Schedule Polk County, Texas, Ancestry.com
“Jacob West.” Confederate Military Records. Fold 3.
“A Terrible Coffee Sack: A Story a Texas Doctor Tells.” The Selma Times (Selma, Alabama) 27 March 1879, newspapers.com.
Graves, H. A. Andrew Jackson Potter: The Fighting Parson of the Texas Frontier. Nashville, TN: Southern Methodist Publishing House, 1881.
Books. Google.com
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Two Ancient Kendall County Trails, Part 4
First Kendall County Settlements
Along the Pinta and San Saba (Viejo) Trails
By Bryden Moon
Have we come to the end of the road?

Indeed we have. In three prior editions, two Native-American trails, the centuries-old Camino Pintas (Pinta Trail) and the Camino San Saba (San Saba Road, Camino Viejo) were profiled, and portions of each pathway were traced through pre-Kendall County lands. Diaries, maps and surveys dating back to Texas’
Spanish era captured the trails in the unsettled lands of future Kendall County. While described as humble and sometimes ill-defined, they served as the highways of their day; they were the same routes our first founders traveled and
where they also put down roots. Today as we conclude the review of trails, we’ll continue on the path of using primary records - archival maps, land files, and census documents - to explore our county’s settlement along the two
antique Native-American pathways. Where the trails met prolific water sources, early enclaves, outposts and encampments emerged and for those first rugged individuals who put down early stakes, “end of the road” meant they
were home.
Since early German immigrants initially utilized the Pinta Trail to travel from New Braunfels to Fredericksburg, this is
the trail that is lightly drawn on both 1851 maps (below). Snaking from San Antonio through Salado Creek, the Pinta
Trail crossed our county’s southern Cibolo Creek, passing over Spring, Salinas, Wasp, and Violet Creeks, before crossing the Guadalupe River and traveling north along today’s Sister Creeks toward the Gillespie County line.

Portion of 1851 Texas Map by Pressler and Völker

Portion of 1851 Texas Map By Jacob De Cordova

While 1851 is too early to observe Kendall County’s ultimate profile, when viewing the center of these 1851 map images (above), you are looking at future Kendall County land. Prior to the organization of Kendall County, portions of
other new county lines would be drawn over this same landscape, Kerr County in 1856 and Blanco County in 1858.
When Kendall County was established in 1862, they would carve out 110,700 acres from Kerr County and 313,500
acres from Blanco County forming Kendall County’s distinctive “home plate” configuration.

(Continued on page 8)
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Trails, cont.
What are missing from the maps on the prior page are the identification of any defined pockets of settlers.

While a
new hamlet would eventually dot future maps along the Pinta Trail, what you can’t detect is that our first settlers
had already arrived. In September of 1850, not knowing what to expect in the wilderness, the need to gather data
for the state of Texas’ first official U. S. Survey drove H. K. Judd to ride out forty miles from New Braunfels into the far
untamed reaches between New Braunfels and Fredericksburg. And while he didn’t record any Boerne area residents, about 11 miles north of future Boerne, he encountered our first pioneers.
In terrain devoid of infrastructure, having two “well- known” landmarks
crossing in the wilderness, the Pinta Trail and the Guadalupe River were
a rare “X marks the spot,” and meant both water and an accessible
pathway. Not surprisingly, the Pinta Trail and its associated lands drew
in our first batch of pioneers. What Mr. Judd found was a collection of
seven large farms populated by German immigrants. Forty individuals
were documented within this pocket of homesteaders with “Heads of
Households,” Ottmar Behr, Louis Donop, Julius Conrad, Nicholas Zink,
Charles Beseler, Ernst Kapp and Julius Dresel.
On the census document Mr. Judd described the region by penning “the
Mountains”, since in 1850, the hamlet had no official name. The registered residents constituted almost all of future Kendall County’s first
Portion of 1855 Map “Sisterville” aka Sisterdale
pioneers. A little over a year later, the formal name of this non-plotted
Published by C.H. Colton
community would emerge with the establishment of only the third Hill
Country post office. Albeit mislabeled on this early map (right), it was Sisterdale.
Six miles southeast of Sisterdale along the Pinta Trail, Mr. Judd made his last entry on the 1850 census; “Dwelling
#276” was an isolated outpost in the future Kreutzberg region and here he located John Philips and five others in his
household. All nestled along the Pinta Trail, these eight families were the earliest documented families in Kendall
County.
The Camino San Saba has its own cast of early pioneers. Although the details are not as well defined, future Kendall
County’s first colony along the Camino San Saba was forming in the 1850 timeframe. The pre-Boerne settlement was
described as a farming commune. The farm’s location was ideal, 640 virgin acres with immediate trail access and a
vibrant water supply. The San Saba Road spanned it to the northwest from the south and the Cibolo Creek coursed
through it.
While the acreage was large, the number of young German immigrants joining in this communal venture didn’t
amount to much; the estimated number of settlers that gathered at the Cibolo Creek property numbered seven or
less. Authors of the two pre-1895 manpower accountings, C. Hugo Clauss and Adolph Paul Weber, overlap on three
individuals, William Friedrich, Adam Vogt, Leopold Schultz, and respectively add Clauss’ Friedrich Louis, followed by
Weber’s Phillip Zoeller, Christian Flach, and Frederick Kramer.
All seven gentlemen emigrated from the Darmstadt region, and six, excluding Kramer, had already assembled together once before in 1847 at the Adelsverein-sponsored Bettina. Bettina was a socialistic farming outpost on the Llano
River, and the grouping of approximately forty young men, led to their nickname, Fortiers or Vierziger. Bettina dissolved in a year. Of three pre-1900 passages that focused on the early pre-Boerne colony, instead of using any community name, the authors instead substituted a collective description of the Darmstadt immigrants based on their
earlier common associations from either their Bettina experiment, or their Germanic roots of the Darmstadt region.
Thus in addition to Fortiers they were also called Darmstaedters.

(Continued on Page 9)
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Trails, cont.
The 1850 timeframe for the farm’s origination is based on land records. Republic of Texas surveyor John James, who
had staked out the 640-acre Anton Lochmar survey in an 1840 outing, had acquired the future farmland in 1849.
Now a land man and real estate developer, James sold the parcel to William Friedrich in 1850, who subsequently resold it to Adam Vogt in 1851. While Adam Vogt continued to own the land for another 21 years, most of the other
young men are said to have dispersed early on, leaving for other opportunities. As temporary and limited in scope as
the farm operation was, it was Kendall County’s first colony along the San Saba Road.
It didn’t take long for enterprising John James and Gustav Theisen to recognize
the strategic possibilities of creating a commercial way-station between San Antonio and Fredericksburg. Once again the emergence of the nearby pathway,
Camino San Saba, paired with a generous water source, Cibolo Creek (sometimes
called “River” on early maps), generated another imaginary “X marks the spot” in
the wilderness. When James and Theisen carved Boerne out of the wilds, they
opened up their real estate venture on land next to the young Darmstaedters’
farm commune. On their illustrated 1852 Boerne plot, along with numbered
plots of varying size, they had written in thirteen unique surnames.

Early Plat of Boerne
Red line Indicates Original
Camino San Saba Pathway

These represented the first lot owners and first residents of Boerne; included
were well known early Kendall County names of Baumann, Saner, Schertz, Staffel,
Werner, Gombert, and Friedrich, along with little known, Burke, Hagemann,
Contzen, Neubauer, Trefflich, and Dunbarr. At least ten of these gentlemen were
still around in 1855 as their signatures were on Gustav Theisen’s petitions to form
a new county. Embedded within his petitions, Theisen touted Boerne as best
positioned to serve as the county seat, “…we also ask and petition that the Town
of Boerne, which is situated on or near the head of the Cibolo on the main and
only good road from San Antonio to Fredericksburg and about in equal distance
from each City be made our
County site...”

Boerne, captured on this 1856
map (right), along with the
unnamed routing of both the San Saba Road and the Pinta Trail,
was slow to grow, but provided a reliable stopover between the
Hill Country and San Antonio. Our last “trail bound” settlement
is mislabeled on this map. Further up the San Saba Road is
Brownsboro, spelled on the 1856 map as “Brownsburg.” Brownsboro, another early Kendall County colony approximately 15
miles north of Boerne, near the San Saba Road’s ford of the Guadalupe River, has a hazier pedigree. The Brownsboro settlement,
also called Brownsborough and Brownsburg, defined a region
encompassing shingle-cutters’ riverside camps. In pre-Kendall
County days Brownsboro shows up as early as 1856 in Kerr County Commissioners notes tied to a second-class road from Kerrville
to the north bank of the Guadalupe River at Brownsboro: “…at
the May Term 1856 to lay out a road from Kerrsville (sic) to
Brownsborough be received and that said road be and is hereby
1856 Robert Creuzbaur Map
ordered to be made a second class road…” Brownsboro’s name
is tied to early regional settlers, members of the Brown family, who secured land in the 4428-acre José Antonio de la
Garza survey. In 1939 memoirs by Kerr County resident James M. Starkey, he describes Brownsboro, “as a neighborhood, settled by the relatives of Joshua Brown on the Guadalupe River…”
We’ll leave you nestled in 1856, six years prior to Kendall County’s 1862 organization. Hope you enjoyed the journey
uncovering the early settlements and isolated farms that sprung up along the centuries-old trails.
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Every Street Tells a Story
Graham Street, Boerne, Texas, U.S.A. – Part I
By Val Anderson
This edition of “Every Street Tells a Story” focuses on Graham Street in the Irons and Graham’s Addition to Boerne
(the Flats). Graham Street was named after Henry Joseph Graham, II (1854-1936). Along with Captain D. S. Irons,
Graham co-purchased the land a year before the 1887 arrival of the railroad in Boerne (see article in the Echoes
Spring 2019). According to the San Antonio Daily Express in April 1887, the lots were “immediately adjacent to the
centre of town, (and) are finely located.”

Enhanced photo overlooking of the Irons and Graham’s Addition (Flats)
Circa 1910 (for more photo details see box on page 13)

Henry (also called “H.J.) was very well known and successful in real estate and finance. He seemed to have a deep
commitment to Boerne and Kendall County. As will be seen further in the article, he was a visionary and a leader.
Granted, his efforts were profitable for himself but, at the same time, his actions appeared to include genuine concern for the well -being of the community.
This quality was likely shaped by his upbringing in a family which was dedicated to duty and patriotism. Henry’s father (also named Henry Joseph Graham but called Joseph) had been appointed as Consul to Buenos Aires in 1844
where Henry was born. Somewhere around 1859, Joseph Graham and his family left South America and moved to
Boerne where Joseph became involved in the formation of Kendall County. He was named as the first Chief Justice
(judge) of Kendall County (see article in the Echoes Dec 2019/Jan Feb 2020 edition). Joseph died in 1867 and was
one of the first to be buried in the official Boerne cemetery.
In 1878 when he was only 24 years old, Henry finished out his brother’s term
as Kendall County Tax Assessor when his brother took on the office of Sheriff.
In 1880, Henry was elected as Assessor of Taxes in his own right. He held this
position for 26 years until 1904 when he was 50 years old. Undoubtedly, as
Assessor, he had the opportunity to learn invaluable inside information that
would benefit him in his private endeavors as a banker and real estate agent.
October 12, 1887

A lot was going on in Henry’s life at about the time Graham Street was named.
In 1886, his mother had died, he was working diligently to bring the railroad to Boerne, and he was busy promoting
the upcoming sale of lots in Irons’ and Graham’s Addition to Boerne. Shortly after the opening of the Irons’ and Graham’s Addition, in October 1887, he married his first wife. A newspaper article in the SA Daily Light Oct 12, 1887 reported that “Mr. H. G. (sic) Graham, the Express’ Boerne correspondent was married yesterday to Mrs. Mary W.
Clarke nee Worthington.”

(Continued on Page 11)
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Graham Street, cont.
The simple line in that article mentioned his wedding and the fact that Henry
was the Express’ Boerne correspondent. It also opened a view into a rather
unknown side of Henry. He apparently had a flair for combining business
with a wry sense of humor and flamboyance. In a previous article in 1886,
the “Boerne correspondent” when reporting what it would take to bring the
railroad to Kendall County wrote that, “Henry Graham brought down the
house…,” when he told a joke involving a mother-in-law and a profanity. Not
only did this correspondent feel the story was worth mentioning in the newspaper but the aforementioned “correspondent” appeared to have
been...none other than Henry Graham, himself (article right).
This extravagant side of him was seen again in one of his 1888 newspaper ads
that described, “BOERNE! BOERNE! BOERNE!” as the “GREATEST HEALTH
RESORT OF WESTERN TEXAS” (see promotional ad for the Kendall County
Immigration Association below).

May 28, 1886
San Antonio Daily Express

April 4, 1888 Newspaper Ad
San Antonio Daily Express

When he built a home close to where the present day HEB sits, he didn’t build a typical home, he literally built a
castle; Moosehead Manor’s imposing structure was flanked by turrets.
1923 was a very notable year for Henry for a number of reasons. His first wife had died in 1919 and on March 15th
Henry married Augusta Graham (coincidentally, Henry’s son, Joseph H.H. Graham also married his second wife in
1923). Henry was 69 years old when he and Augusta married. Augusta who had never been married before was 56.
Augusta’s family owned the Phillip House which was just down the road and around the corner from Henry’s castle.
He and Augusta soon moved into the “Mansion House” at 707 South Main (where Augusta’s spirit is still rumored
to appear). Just prior to his marriage, Henry Graham gifted the Veterans Plaza monument; it was dedicated on
March 9th to the veterans who had been killed in World War I. Across Main Street from Veterans Plaza, and next to
the Phillip House, St. Peter’s second church, a replacement for the original 1867 church, was dedicated on December 30th. 1923 was also the year Henry subdivided 60 acres of land, near the present day HEB, into the Moosehead
Manor subdivision of Boerne.

(Continued on Page 12)
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Graham Street, cont.
It was difficult, in this article, to portray Henry’s life in a chronologically appealing fashion because he seemed to be
involved in so many widely varying endeavors. To further complicate matters, many of his official positions overlapped for long periods of time. However, after reflection, it seemed as if there was a common thread among them.
Henry was a man that was deeply involved with many aspects of his community but at the heart of it all, it seemed
like his focus was providing service...what people needed, when they needed it. What he did extremely well was to
help others regardless of the nature of their needs.

This photo (circa 1910) which overlooks the Irons’ and Graham’s Addition to Boerne (the Flats), shows how rural the
area remained even 20 years after it was platted and officially added to Boerne in 1887. The picture was taken from
a high point (possibly on present day School Street) looking
north. It is courtesy of the Dietert Archives of the Patrick
Heath Public Library.
Graham Street, and indeed, the entire Flats area played an
important part in the lives of the African American freedom
colonies in the Texas Hill Country. The development of the
land which Irons and Graham sold in Boerne in 1887 as a
prospective fashionable neighborhood did not live up to
their hopes. The initial sale brought them a nice profit but
for well over a hundred years, it did not boom. Fortunately,
though, African American and Hispanic families were able to
utilize the opportunity and buy or rent property, especially
south of Frederick Creek. Over time, an entire community
developed with homes, a church, a school, dancehalls, and a
small store.
A number of the historical structures shown in the overall
picture above still exist including the Kendall Inn. Mt. Nebo
Baptist Church, now a private home, is one of the few remaining renovated historic buildings on Graham Street. (The
church is not seen in the photo above.)

March, 1923
San Antonio Light

For more surprising details of Henry’s life, see
the next edition of the Echoes, Summer 2020.
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Kendall County in 1909—Part 3
All About Structure—Courthouse Expansion and Facelift
By Bryden Moon
1909 was notable for “structure.” First the Boerne area residents elected to operate under a formal city framework,
when their citizens narrowly (“52 votes for incorporation and 50 votes for No incorporation.”) voted to incorporate.
Post the January 18th vote, there was a flurry of activity, kicked off by the city’s February 2nd elections for mayor and
aldermen. Then just one week later, on February 9th, the first City Council meeting took place at the Opera House (on
the corner of Main Street and San Antonio Street).

And barely a month had passed before the newly minted Boerne mayor and aldermen provided even more structure; they had drafted 120 articles…a foundation of regulations, ordinances and laws to bring the city into the 20th
century. The new ordinances were published in the Boerne Star.
Maybe as rewards for Boerne City Council’s celerity and level of detail, when a second election was held on April
6th, all existing city officials were reelected without opposition; the lack of competition contributed to a light voter
turnout as only 30 votes were cast. Most of the first city council sessions were held in the Opera House and it continued to serve as home base for the majority of early Boerne City Council meetings in the first few years.
Now in that same month, April of 1909, just down San Antonio Street in the historic Kendall County Courthouse (less
than a football field away from the Opera House), “structure” took on a whole new meaning. The current Grand Jury,
populated by prominent Kendall County residents, were voicing their displeasure over the Kendall County Courthouse facilities...they wanted a larger, more accommodating structure.

Opera House (blue star) - Corner of Today’s Main and San Antonio Streets (Black Rifle Coffee)
Just down San Antonio Street from the Old Court House Complex (gold star)
1910 Sanborn Map

(Continued on Page 14)
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1909, cont.
The April 16th 1909 edition of the Comfort News published the Grand Jury’s letter and from the heart of the letter
we hear their lament, “We find that there is urgent need in this county of more room at the Courthouse. At present, while the Grand Jury is in session, there is no convenient retiring room for the Petit Jury and no place where
the witnesses upon the Court and upon the Grand Jury can assemble with any degree of comfort. We believe that
Kendall County is fully able to provide suitable buildings to accommodate those whose duty it is to administer the
laws and we further believe that Kendall County owes it to herself and to her citizenship that adequate protection
in the way of suitable buildings, be provided at once.”
Not a new topic, it seems the Kendall County Courthouse was perpetually bursting at its seams. The county had experienced over 250% growth in citizens since the original one-story rectangular rock courthouse with its embedded
first jail was erected in 1870; our 1536 residents in 1870 had grown to 4517 residents by 1910 (294% growth).
In the 39 intervening years, the Kendall County Commissioners Court (KCCC)
pursued several stopgap initiatives to deal with the growth of courthouse
traffic. First, in order to gain more elbow room, in 1877 they jettisoned the
embedded jail and constructed our county’s first stand-alone jail (see the
small structure labeled “Surveyor” on the prior page’s 1910 Sanborn map).
Then in 1886 a second story rectangle was added directly on top of the of the
original 1870 courthouse (see picture left) doubling the courthouse’s volume.
Finally in 1991, a few years after their 1887 second stand-alone county jail was
erected, they repurposed the first stand-alone jail (1877), dedicating it to
serve as a courthouse annex for the Grand Jury.
1886 Courthouse
1870 1st Story with 1886 2nd Floor

The Grand Jury’s letter provoked a worldwind of activity by the KCCC. Sequential Comfort News’ articles tracked the Court’s flurry of progress in response to
the Grand Jury letter. In the May 21st edition, “The Court ordered an election to be held on July 6th, next for issuing
bonds to the amount of $7,000.00 for enlarging the County Court House…” Jumping ahead to the August 6th edition, “On Saturday last, a special meeting of the Commissioners was held, when the plans and specifications of the
proposed addition to the Court House at Boerne were submitted to the court by Alfred Giles, architect, of San Antonio*…” And one week later, in the August 13th edition we learn, “Bids for addition to Court House were
opened…” As usual in that era, the low bid of $5,750 won and, “The contract was awarded to E. H. Clemens.”
Finally in the November 26 edition, “The masonry work
on the new Court House Addition was finished this
week and the carpenters are busy now…and before the
year is past the whole building will be completed.” In
less than nine months from the Grand Jury’s letter, the
KCCC had devised a pathway for funding, designing and
constructing an attractive entrance, but more importantly, doubling the Courthouse volume in less than
five months, This version held up for 89 years, until the
current 1998 Courthouse was constructed.
Recruiting Alfred Giles as the architect was a natural.
While he worked in San Antonio, he established Hillingdon Ranch as his residence in northwest Kendall County
many years before. By 1909, Giles was a seasoned and wellestablished designer, creating plans for the Gillespie County Courthouse in 1882, and at least five other courthouses before working
to enhance our courthouse.

1909 Courthouse
After Alfred Giles’ Designed Façade & Expansion

(See Kendall County Connection to Alamo Plaza - Alfred Giles’ Vision for Early Revitalization Efforts, page 1).
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Women Vote! Just the Facts, Ma’am!
1920 Kendall County Women Voters
By Kathryn Adam Hurst
The thirty-fourth presidential election of 1920 was the first after the ratification of the nineteenth amendment and after World War I. Republican Senator Warren G. Harding of Ohio and his running mate, Calvin Coolidge won
over the Democratic ticket James M. Cox and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Kendall
County election results for 1920: 142 voted for Democrats Cox/Roosevelt,
864 voted for Republicans Harding/Coolidge, 163 voted for James E. Ferguson of the American party, 6 for Black and Tan Republican party (no candidate), and 2 for Socialist Eugene V. Debs. The Republican presidential candidate had the majority vote in Kendall County. Only nineteen other counties
in Texas had similar results. Statewide 289,627 people voted for Democrats
Cox/Roosevelt and 113, 646 voted for Republicans Harding/Coolidge.
With ten voting precincts in the county in 1920, it was easier for the rural
community to vote. The precincts were: #1 Boerne, #2 Pleasant Valley, #3 Kendalia, #4 Lindendale, #5 Comfort, #6
Sisterdale, #7 Waring, #8 Kreutzberg, #9 Grapetown and #10 Welfare. Within these ten precincts, 223 women paid
their poll tax of $1.75 in late 1919 and early 1920 in preparation for the presidential election. This number was slightly down from the registration for the 1918 Texas primary, where all women were exempt from paying poll tax. The
difference in the numbers shows women of color and more farmer’s wives did not pay the fee to vote in the presidential election than had registered and voted in the 1918 primary.
Most of the women voters stated their occupation was housekeeper or
housewife. There were a few women working outside the home and they
listed their occupations as farmer, teacher, clerk, hotel keeper, merchant’s
wife, church worker, stenographer, asst. cashier, telephone operator, post
office clerk, post mistress, manager of theatre, and works in a confectionary.
In both the 1918 and 1919 poll tax registration, the average age of a woman
voter was 37. The oldest voter in 1920 was Mrs. Matilda Faust, a hotel
keeper, from Comfort, age 60 next was Lena Dienger, a clerk from Boerne,
age 59. There were several women who turned 21 during the election year:
Mrs. Christina Bechtold, housewife, Pleasant Valley; Miss Helen Bergmann,
typesetter, Comfort; Mrs. Thelma Gaines, merchant’s wife, Waring; Miss
Selma Kessler, teacher, Kendalia; Miss Louise Meckel, teacher, Boerne; Miss
Nancy Saunders, P. O. clerk, Boerne, Mrs. Mary Scofield, housewife, Boerne
and Miss Louise Willke, mgr. theatre, Boerne.
It would be wonderful to put a face to a name for all the women voters, but
photographs are not always available. We’ve found a few of the women
who voted, plus their age in 1919 and location, and included those on page
16. The photographs do not necessarily correspond with their age.
In the next issue, we'll include photographs and information on the women who voted in the 1918 Primary!
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Faces of Kendall County Women Voters, 1920

Left to right:
Mrs. Lena Krause (Phillip), Housewife, age 38, William Krause, Boerne
Mrs. Katie Janensch (Saunders), Housewife, age 27, William Janensch, Boerne
Mrs. Margaretha Behr (Adam), Housewife, age 31, Oscar Behr, Sisterdale
Mrs. Annie Ammann (Schwarz), Housewife, age 51, Frank Ammann, Boerne
Mrs. Charlotte Adam (Lohman), Housewife, age 42, Hugo G. Adam, Sr., Boerne
Mrs. Annie Saunders (Schuetz), Housewife, age 46, Joe Saunders, Boerne
Mrs. Emma Belsey (D’Albini), Housewife, age 30, Rev. George Belsey, Boerne
Mrs. Louis Bergmann (Ida Minnich), Housekeeper, age 44, Louis Bergmann, Boerne

Sources: “1920 United States presidential
Election in Texas.” Wikipedia. https://
en.wikipedia.org. Family Files, Dietert
Historical Archives, Patrick Heath Public
Library. “Votes for Women.” Austin History Center, Austin Public Library. https://
library.austintexas.go

