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When it comes to major Kendall County Native-American trails, confusion reigns, even
when well-intentioned historians weigh in. In a 2005 edition of the Guadalupe River/
Honey Creek Friends’ newsletter, it was written that the Pinta Trail once coursed
through the confines of today’s Comal County boundaries. Conversely, that same year,
the popular Boerne – Settlement on the Cibolo espoused that the Pinta Trail worked its
way to and through the early plot of Boerne…and the purported Boerne link continues
to be repeated, as just a few months ago a history article published in one of Kendall
County’s newspapers, claimed the same.

While other old
Native-American
pathways probably existed, but
were never documented in
western Comal
County, the Pinta
Trail’s route never ventured
through the confines of today’s
Comal County;
the Pinta exited
Bexar County,
cut northwest
thru Kendall
1862 Kendall County Map Showing a Segment of Its Southern Boundary Faint Dotted Lines
County and enRanging to the Northwest Indicate the Caminos Viejo (left) & Pinta (right).
tered southern
Gillespie County. And while an old Indian trace grazed a remote corner of the original
Boerne plot, it wasn’t the Pinta Trail, but a pathway originally called the Camino Viejo
and later the San Saba Road. These historians’ placements fall under the idiom “missed
by a mile.” Or “miles,” as the Pinta Trail skirts the eastern boundary of the 1852
Boerne plot by over 4 miles and at its closest the Pinta Trail is over 3 miles from Comal
County’s western boundary. How do we know this? Well, old maps for one.
(Continued on page 2)
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Two Ancient Texas Trails, cont.
Still today’s confusion is understandable, since the early trails were natural pathways without sophisticated improvements, without road signs. Further complicating their identity, these early trails threaded through unsettled land absent of community landmarks and way stations. In 1854 Frederick Law Olmsted rode the Pinta Trail headed for Sisterdale and tells us, “…we took the old, now disused, Fredericksburg Road.” Getting as far as Comanche Spring
(located in today’s Camp Bullis) he shares, "The old road-marks were grown over with grass and quite indistinct.”
And a little later Olmsted admits, “… we soon lost the trail.” After our recent rainfalls and resulting high grasses, it’s
easy to imagine that Olmsted’s pathway was obscured.
So you might be thinking, with all this confusion, “How did the early map makers know to
chart these routes?” The answer…land surveyors who trekked over the raw frontier terrain, assisted by two ever present chain carriers. These early surveyors intentionally made
note of the old Native-American routes in addition to the resident creeks and rivers; with
the absence of landmarks in the virgin land, the major trails were an important additional
point of reference.
If you’ll look closely at the 1862 map on the prior page, you’ll notice the mosaic of
squares and rectangles with names and numbers; this patchwork quilt of building blocks
is made up of individual land surveys. Of varying sizes, the largest blocks were the earliest surveys and contained a league (4428.4 acres) and a labor (177 acres). These Republic
of Texas land grants were the most generous and were called “first class” head right
grants, given to heads of families who could prove they lived in Texas on or before March
4th, 1836. Over time the size of land grants shrunk, trending to 640 acres and then 160
acres plots.

One League to Each Wind
Profiles Early Surveyors

Stretching between San Antonio
and the outer reaches of the Hill Country, over time the two
Kendall County trails were renamed and anglicized. The Viejo
Camino changed to the San Saba Road and the numerous
spellings of the Pinta Trail (Pintas, Pindas) became Paint Road.
One of the earliest illustrations tracing portions of these two
Native-American routes with their “contemporary” names was
drawn by John James on a February 20, 1840 survey map.
You’ll see on James’ simple map two dotted lines running to
the northwest; on the right is Paint Road (Pinta Trail) and
shadowing it approximately 3 miles to the west is its lesser1840 Survey Map
Drawn by John James
known sister trail, the San Saba Road (Camino Viejo). As both
Balcones Creek Defines Kendall County’s Southern Boundary
trails were evident to James, they served as useful landmarks
for these plots and as points of reference for future surveys.
Still twenty-two years in the future, James had no way of knowing that he was also charting out a portion of future
Kendall County’s (organized in 1862) southern boundary, including Balcones Creek (note its merge with Cibolo
Creek). Surveys # 170 and # 171 were some of the earliest that were conducted in future Kendall County. Without
metrics, and other contemporary points of reference, the scale of these two adjacent and identical blocks of land is
lost. Surveys number 170 and 171 each contained a league and labor (4605 acres) and each were over 2 & ½ miles
square. Ultimately every square inch of Kendall County was claimed and accounted for resulting in 1335 discrete land
abstracts.
For more trail documents and mid-1800s’ eye-witness accountings…see our next Echoes:
Two Ancient Kendall County Trails II - Tracing One-time Snapshots – The Pinta and Viejo Trails
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Magical History Tours-Summer 2019
Thursday June 20, 10 a.m.
A Trip Back in Time to Spanish Mission San José
Mission San José, originally called San José y San Miguel de Aguayo, was nicknamed the “Queen of the Missions.” Established in 1720, it is the largest mission
in San Antonio. Spanish designers, directing workers from the local Coahuiltecan
families, built the mission using Texas limestone and brightly colored stucco; its
church was completed in 1782.
At its height, Mission San José provided sanctuary and a social and cultural community for
more than 300 Native-Americans, and was surrounded by acres of fields and livestock herds.
The mission had its own gristmill and granary, which have been preserved. First,
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) almost fully restored Mission San José
to its original design in the 1930s. Then in 2011, Mission San José underwent a
$2.2 million historically accurate renovation. With many exceptional details, the
altar’s St. Joseph statue was originally in the possession of Father Antonio Margil
de Jesús, the mission’s 1720 Franciscan founder, and had not been used in the
church for decades.

Join us on Thursday, June 20th @ 10:00 at the Visitor Center at Mission San José, located at 6701 San José Drive, San
Antonio. Free and open to the public, for a tour of the “Queen of the Missions,” contact Robin to RSVP by June 14 by
calling 830-249-3053 or email stauber@boernelibrary.org.

Tuesday, July 16, 6 p.m.
San Antonio: The Saga
(Bus availability for first 15 RSVPs)

San Antonio Magazine had this to say about The Saga:

“We love the Alamo, but we have a new favorite stop on our
tourist to-dos—actually, for everyone’s to-dos. See the San Fernando Cathedral like never before during this 24minute show by French artist Xavier De Richemont, in which lights projected onto the cathedral tell the story of San
Antonio from its beginning to today. Crowds have gathered four nights a week since its debut in 2014 for a one-of-akind experience.”
We’re gathering as a group this July to go see this show, and the
library has secured a bus to drive us! We’ll meet at the Patrick
Heath Public Library at 6 p.m. to board the bus, head down to Mi
Tierra/Market Square for dinner and then walk to Main Plaza for
the 9 p.m. show before driving back to Boerne. All are welcome to
join us for dinner and the show, but we only have room for 15 on
the bus, so please make a shuttle reservation early by calling Robin at 830.249.3053 or email Stauber@boernelibrary.org. RSVP no
later than Tuesday, July 9, in order to make dutch-treat dinner reservations if you plan to travel separately.
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More Magical History This Summer: Find Your Story!
As Part of the library’s Summer Learning Odyssey this year, we are offering two
programs of interest to local history lovers!

Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
June 5-July 24
Lineage & Lemonade
Genealogical Society Kendall County
Bring

your family and stop by the Family History Place, 114 E. Blanco, each Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m., to learn
a little about your own family history. We’ll serve lemonade and light refreshments and the GSKC will be on hand
with crafts and activities for your little ones! If you are playing story bingo as part of the library’s Summer Learning
Odyssey, we’ll mark your bingo card as well!

Tuesday, July 23, 10 a.m.
Lattes on the Library: A History of the Bergmann Family
Tusculum Brewing Company, 236 South Main
The story of the Bergmann family is really the story of German
immigration to Texas. Come hear local historian Bryden Moon as
he recounts this remarkable family’s journey, in the iconic building that used to house Bergmann Lumber. This summer, the library partnered with Tusculum
Brewing Company to host a series of
Tuesday morning neighborly coffee
talks (for a full listing, go to the library’s website). Our final coffee of
the summer season will cover the
Bergmann family history. We hope
to see you there!
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A Tejano Hill Country Son of Texas, Part 2
By Rudi R. Rodriguez
Editor’s note: Our thanks to Rudi Rodriguez and the Polly Texas Pioneer Association for this story and the research
Rudi poured into this lengthy article on a fascinating and undertold story of the Texas frontier. Part 1 of this series
was covered in the March newsletter, and is available, along with the bibliography and article as submitted, by contacting Robin at Stauber@boernelibrary.org.
We last left this tale with Tejano Pioneer Jose Policarpio “Polly” Rodriguez finishing his gunsmith apprenticeship. He
signs on to work with many noted Texas Surveyors at this point to provide scouting and protection against hostile Indians, and helped survey much of the known Texas Frontier. Our story picks up from there.

In 1849, the war with Mexico had just ended and the need for new roads west pressed the military into exploration
and construction. This action would lead Polly into a new chapter of his life as an Army explorer who helped lead the
now famous “Whiting/Smith Expedition” from San Antonio to El Paso. This expedition provided the United States
with the first leg of a “Government Road” to San Diego, California. This incredibly long and hard journey to El Paso is
chronicled in the “A Tejano Son of Texas” book by this author, who edited the verbal account in Polly’s memoirs. In
addition, Lt. William Henry Chase Whiting’s 1849 Journal and report to the US Army were extensively used along
with other military sources. This military action is perhaps one of the most important accomplishments in the
American Southwest that helps bind the American East with its newly acquired lands on the West Coast.

Southwest Texas Road Map, 1850
Image from www.lengendsofamerica.com

(Continued on page 6)

6
Polly, cont.
Polly states leaving from the Alamo on February 11, 1849, from Army Quartermaster Headquarters to Fredericksburg at Fort Martin Scott, then up the Threadgill Valley to the Llano River and arriving at the ancient ruins of the “Spanish San
Saba Presidio,” alongside the San Saba River in current Menard County. The thirteen-man expedition continued through the West Texas Plains where they were
surrounded by Apache Indians and forced to “parlay.” After three days, they were
allowed safe passage and made their way to the safety of the now Davis Mountains. Then they reached Old Ben Leaton’s Fort on the Rio Grande, where they reprovisioned and continued their way up the Rio Grande to El Paso arriving on April
13, 1849.
The group’s return trip was less eventful and followed a more southerly route
through the Davis Mountains then crossing the Pecos River and following it South
to a pass to the Devil’s River and followed it South to Del Rio. Then to Fort Inge in William Henry Chase Whiting
present-day Uvalde County, Fort Lincoln by “D’hanis,” passing through Quihi and
Castroville, and finally arriving in San Antonio on May 15, 1849. 1st Lt. Whiting praised Polly: “This boy Poli is one
of the most valuable members of my party, a patient and untiring hunter, an unerring trailer and with all the instinct of the Indian, combined with the practical part of surveying, which he has learned from Dick Howard. Moreover, he is a capital hand with the mules. I don’t know of any person whom I would rather have in the woods.”
Although the mission had experienced depredations with the loss of supplies, running out of water, and getting
caught by Indians, Polly is cited for having harvested wild game for food, finding water in the wildness, and displaying resolve while interpreting Indian demands. His contributions and actions as a scout and surveyor on the exploration to El Paso did not go unnoticed, as Col. Joseph E. Johnson, commander of the US Army Corp of Engineering,
sought him out to help lead the return mission to construct the road to El Paso. In Johnson’s wake were all six companies of the Third U.S. Infantry, some six hundred men, under the command of Maj. Jefferson Van Horne ordered
west to establish Fort Bliss on the banks of the Rio Grande. Behind Van Horne, Quartermaster Capt. S.G. French
followed with two hundred and seventy-five army wagons heavily loaded with supplies for the command and for
the already established military posts in New Mexico. French was also driving some 2,500 spare mules, oxen, horses and cattle that followed the trail the young guide led. Accompanying the already unwieldy train were some two
hundred emigrant wagons, and Col. Jack Hays and his party of forty men. The return trip was also filled with adventure and surveying of the West Texas frontier with all of its rivers, mountains, plains, and Indians.
As a result of Polly’s previous contributions and actions, his reputation as a noted Frontiersman increased, he also
caught the attention of General Persifor F. Smith. In early 1851, General Smith, U.S. Army Commander of the Texas
Army, interviewed young Polly Rodriguez to determine his worthiness as a scout. Polly was only nineteen years old,
but his frontier skills to find water, forage, hunt and Indian awareness led Smith to appoint Polly as Head Guide,
Scout, and Interpreter for the U.S. Army. Polly’s five years of payroll and muster records with the General are found
in the army Quartermaster Journals. The General’s mission was to construct a “2nd Line of Defense” in Texas to
take care of the Indian problem. This meant that he had to build new roads and forts from the Rio Grande on the
South to Fort Worth on the North at the Red River. In this role, Polly helped to survey and locate army forts and
roads as part of this mission. This also required locating good foraging for horse and livestock that would soon occupy the new forts. Plus, it was required that he find a good resource of native building materials, such as timber
and limestone for construction of the fort buildings. General Smith is cited as having located and constructed Forts
Belknap, Clark, Chadbourne, Davis, Ewell, Lancaster, Mason, Merill, McKavick, Phantom Hill, Terrett and Camps
Cooper and Verde. Upon completion of his duties in Texas, General Smith was ordered to California to continue his
part of “Manifest Destiny” on the West Coast. Smith requested Polly go with him, but Polly declined because his
family and his home were in Texas.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Polly, cont.
In 1855, Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis, is credited with the concept of a “Light Calvary” unit for hot-pursuit actions . This led him to create the new 2nd Cavalry, under Colonels Albert S. Johnston and Robert E. Lee. After organizing the unit at Jefferson Barracks in St Louis, Missouri, they deployed to Texas . Three months later, they rode into the
Texas frontier and the ten companies deployed to their new designated posts. In the same year, Polly’s army duties
changed from that of peacetime scout to combat scout as he was mustered into 2nd Calvary, under the command of
Captain Innis Palmer, and stationed at Camp Verde in Kerr County. Ultimately, this brought Polly into six years of continuous contact with the surrounding hill country, Apache and Comanche Indians, and protection of many settlements
and their residents.
Upon one of his first sorties to recover the escape army camels held at the fort, he discovered the “Elm Creek Valley”
in nearby Bandera County. This led him to purchase 350 acres from his friend, Judge John James, along Privilege
Creek. This action would lead to the creation of his home and ranch. According to many military publications, the
Camp Verde cavalry units engaged in a higher percentage of successful combat engagements with Indians than any
other units. In 1858, during a hot pursuit action against hostile Lipan Apaches, along the San Geronimo River in Bandera County, a cavalry unit led by Scout Polly Rodriguez, displayed uncommon valor and gallantry in combat. As a result, the unit received a Presidential Citation for their combat actions, Polly was signaled out for his valor and sagacity
of the pursuit. His service continued while stationed at Camp Verde until 1860 and the outbreak of the Civil War. Polly
did not serve with the North or South, but rather, was able to muster in with the newly created state “Frontier Forces”, i.e. “Texas Rangers.”
In 1861, with the departure of U.S. Army troops during the Civil War, Polly became a Texas Ranger and served with
the “Bandera Home Guardes” under Capitan Bladen Mitchell 1861 – 1865and “Robert Ballantyne Company K” under
Capitan Robert Ballantyne from 1866 to 1874. Other Tejanos of the community that served with Polly were Blas Loya,
Nunez, Sanchez, Enrigues. During this period the Rangers were the only protection between hostile Indians and bandits. Their services were continuous and endured hot pursuit actions that led from one part of the state to another.
Often times, rangers responded to raiding Indians in their own settlements. During this period, Polly was often sought
after by other hill country ranging units to help provide his highly acclaimed combat experience and savvy scouting
abilities to pursue marauding Indians. While researching the “Adjutant General’s Archives” in Austin, it was discovered Polly and other rangers were paid $2.00 a day and supplied black powder for their weapons. Unfortunately for
them, the state never had the money to pay them and continued to supply their own weapons and horses for their
service to Texas. Ultimately, after the war, Polly did receive two “Donation Grants” for service.

Part 3 of Polly’s Story — from 1865 forward — concludes in the Fall Echoes newsletter.
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Wren Cemetery - African American History
In Kendall County - Part 2
By John Benedict
If you read Part I of this series, you were likely wondering what happened after 1865 to the more than 89
African-American slaves that were freed here in Kendall County. What kind of life did they have, and where
are their descendants today more than 150 years later? In quick broad-brush strokes I hope to paint a picture of these folks and their hardscrabble lives. I say
hardscrabble because they came out of slavery with
little material wealth and were severely handicapped
by white attitudes, and lack of social status and education—most former slaves could not read or write. Can
you imagine trying to carry on your life today, as an
adult with a family to care for, without being able to
read or write?
To make their human condition worse, governments,
especially in the southern states quickly enacted laws
African American Freedom Colonies
to restrict and separate the African-American populahighlighted in red, in and near Kendall County
tion from the white population—known as the Jim
Crow Laws. Because of these laws, African-Americans
in Kendall County had to develop their own schools, churches, businesses, and places to socialize. This is in part why
they formed their own communities or “freedom colonies” here in Kendall County where acceptance was greater,
persecution less, and lynching unheard of. More than 600 colonies have been discovered in Texas. Nevertheless, the
life of freed African Americans was almost as difficult as their previous life in slavery.
Once freed they bought or patented land (a type of homesteading) to build their homes, farms, and colonies. Four
rural Freedom Colonies formed in Kendall County: the Simmons Creek Colony (553 ac. total) near Kendalia made up
of at least six families, including City, Gilmore, Wren, and Reily; the Wasp Creek Colony (280 ac.) near Welfare made
up of possibly 13 families, including Meadows, Wren,
and Blair; the Wren Colony (600 ac.) made up of at
least four families including Wren, Warren, Young and
Street. The fourth, known as the Boerne Flats Colony,
was unique in that it was urban and formed later as
families moved off the farm and gathered in Boerne
near the turn of the century. The Flats Colony was
located on the west side of Cibolo Creek between
School, Hosack, Irons, and Theissen Streets—18
homes in 1930. It was a racially mixed community of
whites, African-Americans, and Hispanics. There were
two other nearby colonies just outside Kendall County,
the Peyton Colony just east of the city of Blanco, and
the Lane Valley Colony southwest of Comfort.
Mt. Horeb Baptist Church at the Peyton Colony
Peyton, Texas.

(Continued on page 9)
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Wren Cemetery cont.
All African-Americans in these colonies have since passed away or left the area, except in the Peyton Colony. This
colony’s Mt. Horeb Baptist Church and school building are still there, and the church holds services most Sundays.
They have a large active cemetery with about 176 graves, including many Wren, City and Hardin family members that
are related by birth or marriage to folks in the Wren Cemetery. Hiram
City (1837-1896), who owned property and lived in the Simmons Creek
Colony for a time, was the postman for the Peyton Post office for many
years. He had been one of Daniel Rawls’ slaves, along with the Wren
family when they all arrived in Kendalia in about 1852. Hiram married
Rachel Hines, who was from the Peyton Colony.
The members of these Freedom Colonies interacted within and between colonies. For example, members found spouses in their colony or
other nearby colonies, including those in Kerrville and San Antonio.
Their bigger challenges were getting an education and finding work.
Eventually their search for work and a better life spread them across
the United States—as part of the great African-American migration to
major US industrial centers that took place from about 1900 into
1950’s.
For example, Glynn Wren (1902-1987), one of Alex Wren’s more than
50 grandchildren, wanted to be a postman. He grew up in the “Flats” in
Boerne and went to the Royal School established by this AfricanAmerican community. It was located at 623 O’Grady St. The community
also built their own church there in the Flats, the Mt. Nebo Baptist
Church, located at 503 W. Graham St. It was the center of their social
Glynn Wren, teacher, deacon, postman, and
and spiritual life. Now it is a home. When Glynn was age 12 his family
Army Veteran.
moved to west San Antonio and bought a dairy farm. He knew becoming
a postman required a good education, so he worked hard at school.
After he graduated from high school, he was admitted to Prairie View College where he graduated in 1936. He then
spent 2 years in the army, after which he finally realized his dream. In 1938 he became a postman in San Antonio.
His wife, Elizabeth T. Wrenn (1902-1973) graduated from Prairie View in 1938. She became a teacher in San Antonio
and went on to obtain a master’s degree in Administration & Supervision. She became a principal in the San Antonio
School system. After her 41 years of teaching she was so loved and admired that the Edgewood School District honored her by naming a school after her—the E.T. Wrenn Middle School. **Bibliography for this article is available by contacting
Stauber@boernelibrary.org.

Logo for E. T. Wrenn Middle School,
named after Elizabeth T. Wrenn.
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The 175th Anniversary
The Battle of Walker’s Creek
By Bryden Moon
Carried out in future Kendall County land and described as a watershed event,
the Native-American / Texas Ranger skirmish called the Battle of Walker’s
Creek, will celebrate its 175th anniversary on June 8th. While a significant engagement, Major John Coffee Hays’ June 16, 1844 post-engagement report to
the Republic of Texas’ Secretary of Marine & War, M. C. Hamilton, started out
slowly: “On the first of this month, I left camp, which was near this place (San
Antonio), with fifteen men, for the purpose of scouring the country, and, if possible, to ascertain what tribe of Indians were committing so many depredations.”
After spending several days north of San Antonio and traveling above the Pedernales River, things got more interesting on the Rangers’ return trip as Hays
reports, “When on Walker’s Creek, about fifty miles above Seguin, when encamped, a party of Indians made their appearance, numbering about ten, and
endeavored to draw me out. I immediately ordered my men to saddle, and
prepare to fight; for I could have no doubt but that their intentions were hostile.”

John Coffee “Jack” Hays

Hostile intentions should be cause for concern, and even more troubling was what appeared on the Texas Rangers’
horizon as described a little later in the report “…I then fell into the timber, and moved up the creek about a quarter
of a mile, when I discovered their number to be between sixty and seventy.” It is easy to do the math. Major Hays
and his Rangers numbered 16…so 70 Native-Americans against only 16 Rangers. With a 4 to 1 advantage stacked
against the Rangers, the outcome seemed fairly predictable, and the predictable path wouldn’t be pretty. Yet it is
obvious that despite the odds, Major Hays survived, and that in itself appears to be miraculous.
Does the name John Coffee Hays sound familiar? Hays County is named for him, and a large part of the early Texas
Ranger story includes “Captain Jack.” Born in Little Cedar Lick, Tennessee, at an early age Hays left home, and after
surveying lands in Mississippi, he decided to cast his lot with the “rebels” in the Texas Revolution. In the thirteen
years that he lived in Texas after arriving in San Antonio in 1836, Hays mixed an Indian fighting/ranger career with
surveying: Jack Hays was an extraordinary Texas Ranger, surveyor, and Mexican War officer.
After appointment as deputy surveyor of the Bexar District, Hays surveyed many regional land grants, including a
large number of future Kendall County's earliest. On December 20th at the beginning of an extended December
1839 /January 1840 surveying venture in our county, he carved out key parcels that included the Pinta Trail crossing
the Guadalupe River that came to define the heart of future Sisterdale. From here Hays proceeded west, establishing
a pattern of crossing to both sides of the Guadalupe River as he followed the river’s free-flowing curves and contours. His 27th survey on January 4th of 1840 contained land from which future Comfort was platted. On his way to
the future Kerr County-Kendall County line, John Coffee Hays had collectively plotted 49,676 acres of land grants,
nearly 12% of future Kendall County’s acreage.
From 1840 through 1846 John Coffee (Jack) Hays first served as captain and then major (1841) to the Company of
Spies, Bexar County. In this capacity he was engaged in numerous storied Native-American skirmishes. The Texas
Rangers also gained a national reputation in the Mexican War (1846-1848), and under Colonel Hays, served with the
army of Gen. Zachary Taylor. Summed up by contemporary author, S. C. Gwynne, who details Hays in his Pulitzernominated book, Empire of the Summer Moon: He was the über Ranger, the one everyone wanted to be like, the
one who was braver and smarter and cooler under fire than any of the rest of them…one of the finest military commanders America has ever produced…the rest of the world would not learn until the Mexican War, when he became a national hero and his terrifying rangers passed almost instantly into myth.
(Continued on page 11)
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Walker’s Creek, cont.
With Major Hays’ courage and stature firmly understood, we’ll veer back to
that day in June 1844. Hays and the Rangers charged ahead through a gauntlet of 60 to 70 Comanches and even with a 4 to 1 advantage stacked against
the Rangers, the outcome was flipped on its head. Hays reported, “I however,
charged their ranks; and, with a courage that is rarely displayed, my men
succeeded in routing and putting them to flight-killing twenty dead on the
ground, and wounding, at the lowest estimate, twenty or thirty more.” A
little later he reports, “My loss was, one killed (Peter Fosh sic Fohr) and three
badly wounded, but not mortally, and one slightly. Two were wounded with
lances and two with arrows.”
The Houston Morning Star’s June 23rd, 1844 story of the Battle of Walker’s
Creek also credited courage and the gallant Hays’ leadership
…Thus ended a fight unparalled in this country for the gallantry displayed on
both sides and deadly struggle, and the triumphant success of the gallant
partisan captain of the West…I scarcely know which to admire most, the skill
and courage of the officer who commanded on that occasion, or his modesty
…”Concealing his own deeds, he did ample justice to his comrades…
“Rare courage” is one thing but was there another factor in the successful
outcome and the disproportionate number of causalities? Was there an X
factor? Was the difference in the outcome contained in Major Hays’ high
praise for the 1830s Paterson Colt pistols the Rangers carried? The answer to
all questions is yes! Detailed in Major Hays’ report… “closed in with them,
hand to hand, with my five-shooting pistols, which did good execution. Had
it not been for them, I doubt what the consequences would have been. I
cannot recommend these arms too highly.”
Why gush over these firearms, didn’t Texas Rangers always carry pistols?
Why would this small singular confrontation engender descriptions of seminal
Portion of Hay’s Report 1844 Texas
and watershed? Answering both questions includes the fact that earlier RangNational Register, Washington, Texas
er firearms were single-shot and required nearly a minute to reload. All 16
Rangers involved in the Battle of Walker’s Creek were equipped with two five-shooting Paterson Colts. In this real
life-and-death field test, Hays’ men demonstrated that the capability of firing multiple rounds before reloading would
allow the Texans to successfully defend, engage and defeat a much larger band of Native-Americans.
Again from S. C. Gwynne’s Empire of the Summer Moon: “Though it would take a while for everyone else on the
frontier to understand what happened at Walker’s Creek…a fundamental paradigm-shattering change had occurred. The Indians now faced the prospect of being blasted from horseback by guns that never emptied; the
whites could now fight entirely mounted against their foes with weapons whose frequency of firing nearly
matched that of the Comanches.” The odds had been evened up. Or better. “Up to this time,” Samuel Walker
wrote in a letter to Samuel Colt in 1846, “these daring Indians had always supposed themselves superior to us, man
to man, on horse….The result of this engagement was such as to intimidate them and enable us to treat with
them.” And this historic Kendall County 1844 event, hidden to most and known only to historians and weapon experts, occurred in the future Sisterdale region years before our first settler, Nicolaus Zink (1847), and before our first
settlement, Sisterdale (1851), or Kendall County (1862) were on the maps.
Also see Frank Graves’s “Early Colt Revolvers Used in the Battle of Walker’s Creek—
Secure Samuel Colt’s Legacy” on page 12.
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Early Colt Revolvers Used in the
Battle of Walker’s Creek Secure Samuel Colt’s Legacy
By Frank Graves
I think that most people, whether they are interested
in firearms or not, have heard of Samuel Colt and the
Colt Revolver. If it were not for the Battle of Walker's
Creek and the successful use of the Colt Revolver, we
would likely never have heard of Samuel Colt or be discussing the Colt revolver today.

Samuel Colt was born in 1814 and by the time he was
21, he had patented a revolving pistol. He was a dyA Colt Paterson Holster Model revolver with a 9” barrel – the exact
namic sort and apparently a very good talker, so he was
type used at the Battle of Walkers Creek
able to gather investors to start his first company, the
Patent Arms Manufacturing Company of Paterson, New
Jersey, in 1836 at such a young age. Shortly after this, he began producing revolving pistols and rifles in several
different models. Most of the revolving pistols were of a light and relatively ineffective caliber except for what he
called the Number 5 Holster Pistol of caliber .36 that had a total of about 1,000 manufactured by the Paterson Factory. They were finely made, especially considering what was available for machinery in the day and had a folding trigger that sprang forward when the pistol was cocked. They had a cylinder holding five shots, not cartridges as we now
them today, but were loaded with loose powder and ball and fired with percussion caps.

A Colt Second Model Ring Lever Rifle – a few of these were used at the
Battle of Walkers Creek.

Of the revolving rifles made at about the
same time were two models, called the
Paterson Ring Lever Rifles of which a total
of 700 were made. They were large and
heavy eight shot (and a few 10 shot) rifles
in calibers ranging from .34 to .44. They
were cumbersome (by today's standards)
requiring the shooter to lower a ring lever
to cock the rifle and revolve the cylinder.

At the time, both of these arms were revolutionary; only rudimentary repeating firearms existed prior to this time. So from 1836 to 1839, there
were only an estimated 1,700 revolving pistols and rifles made by the Samuel Colt’s factory, the Patent Arms Manufacturing Company of Paterson, New
Jersey. Samuel Colt hoped to interest the United States Government in
these large and most effective firearms, for obvious financial reasons.
All of these were made using a fairly sophisticated (for the time) system of
mass production. Guns made prior to this time were assembled one at a
time. Colt devised a system of batches of parts being made, then fitted together by workmen. This was over 170 years ago, but when you look at the
original examples of the few guns remaining today, it is amazing to see the
quality that the factory was able to put out using water and steam power
and gas lights. Previous to this time, the only pistols or rifles that were available were single shot, requiring the shooter to reload after each shot. So even
with their high cost, the new repeating arms were revolutionary.
Continued on Page 13

Daguerreotype photograph of the first
Colt Factory
Paterson, New Jersey
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Colt Revolvers, cont.
Unfortunately for young Colt, the costs of production made the resulting price relatively high for the day.

The pistols
cost $30 to $35 each and the rifles $65 to $75 each. A typical middle class worker in the 1830s was doing well to
make $15 a month, so a purchase of these revolvers would have been considered an extravagance. Colt tried very
hard to get government contracts for his guns and he did get some.
Of government contracts, we know that Colt was
able to sell about 180 Number 5 Holster pistols to
the Texas Navy in 1839. He was also able to sell
some Ring Lever rifles at that time to the Army for
use in Florida for the Seminole Wars and in Texas to
the Texas Navy. The military was slow to adopt
these new-fangled repeaters, which wasn’t helped
much by the delicate nature of the revolvers. They
were not substantial enough for the rigorous testing
and not enough were sold to make the Paterson enterprise successful and the Colt enterprise failed in
1840.
By 1844, Samuel Colt, then 30 years of age, was out
of money, had no factory and a lot of debt. He tried
other ways of making money such as making tinfoil
cartridges, submarine explosive mines and involvement with the new telegraph but was not successful
Samuel Colt 1814-1862
in these endeavors either. In 1844 he was basically
out on the streets surviving on his wits and occasional loans from relatives.
Backing up to 1839, Colt had been successful in selling Number 5 Holster pistols and some Ring Lever rifles to the Texas Navy. Each of these pistols came with an extra 5 shot cylinder, which could be loaded for a fairly fast change out,
giving the soldier 10 shots fairly quickly. Previous military arms were single shot, so they were much slower to shoot.
The repeating pistols were issued and had some success but there were still complaints about their ability to stay in
order as well as their light caliber. However, their ability to repeat still made them a superior arm.
The Texas Navy did not use their allotment of .36 caliber Holster pistols and released them to Captain John Coffee
(Jack) Hays and the Texas Rangers in 1842. It is thought that Capt. Hays and a few others already had examples of the
Holster pistol and revolving rifles probably purchased privately or were gifts from Samuel Colt, so there was some
influence by Hays and others to get these revolvers from the Texas Navy as well as the previous contracts. The Rangers were also able to get a few of the Ring Lever Rifles.
From 1842 to 1844, the Texas Rangers had various skirmishes with the Indians, mostly Comanche, throughout South
Texas. Among these was a battle up by Enchanted Rock just northwest of here in 1842, where the revolvers proved
to be of advantage to the Rangers.
Then there was the Battle of Walker’s Creek.

(Continued on page 14)
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Colt Revolvers, cont.
For all of its advantages, the Colt Paterson did have flaws that could be disheartening to the Ranger using it. To operate the revolver, it had three basic pieces that had to be dealt with. The barrel was held to the frame that captured
the cylinder, with a wedge to hold everything together. Prior to use to load, the wedge had to be slid out, the barrel
removed and a powder flask used to insert the gunpowder and separate loading lever used to ram down the ball
within each of the 5 chambers of the cylinder. Then the cylinder was removed and a percussion cap applied to the
rear. From what we know as the modern cartridge today, this was basically that same principle – a bullet propelled
by the gunpowder behind it, ignited by a spark from the percussion cap or primer mounted in the rear of the cartridge. The modern cartridge works exactly like that except that it is all contained within the pre-made cartridge.

Back to the significance of this engagement to Samuel Colt…after the Battle of Walker's Creek, Capt. Samuel Walker,
who was there with Hays, was being promoted and there was correspondence between him and Samuel Colt that
was prompted by Capt. Walker. Colt now broke and out of business, seized upon this contact as a way to possibly
once again gain some contracts to make his revolver for the United States Government. Samuel Walker and Samuel
Colt did meet in 1846 to discuss an improved revolver that would be more suitable to rough handling, deliver a more
‘man-stopping’ caliber with a 6 shot capacity. Remember, Colt didn’t have a company or a factory. After designing a
prototype, made by the gun maker Blunt & Syms of New York City, Colt was able to obtain a contract for the manufacture of 1,000 revolvers to be designated the Model 1847 Revolver beginning in 1847 for use by the government in
fighting the Mexican War. Colt’s problem was that he didn’t have a factory to make them so he was able to enlist the
help of Eli Whitney, the gun maker from Connecticut. Colt assigned his contract to Whitney, receiving an agreement
to share in the profits and shrewdly retained the special tooling and machinery made for the manufacture of those
pistols after the contract was met. Samuel Colt would go on shortly thereafter to use this tooling and machinery in
his own factory in Hartford, Connecticut. He still retained the patent for the simple revolving mechanism. In addition
to the contracted 1,000 revolvers for the government, another 100 were made for the civilian market and military
presentations. Collectors now refer to this most desirable and rare revolver as the Walker Colt. Out of the 1,100
made, there are less than 250 authentic examples known.
By this time, Capt. Walker, now with the newly formed Regiment of Mounted Rifles, was in Mexico fighting the Mexican War. They were desperate to get the new revolvers, but Colt was having great difficulties getting the government
of the United States to favorably inspect the revolvers. This was eventually done in 1847 and guns were shipped out
to the troops in Mexico. Ironically, the shipment to Capt. Walker’s own Company C was not received until after he
was killed at the Battle of Huamantla in late 1847. Capt. Walker was, however, able to receive a pair of the Civilian
Walker revolvers from Samuel Colt in time to use them for a while before he was killed. Captain Walker’s body was
brought back from Mexico and is buried at the Odd Fellows Cemetery in San Antonio, just east of downtown. The
cylinder scene, impressed around the cylinder of the Walker and later Colt Dragoon revolvers shows a rendition of
the Battle of Walker’s Creek. Sam Colt obviously appreciated the personal significance of the battle and chose to
commemorate it in this way.

A Colt Walker Revolver - the gun that evolved after the Battle of Walkers Creek
and reestablished Samuel Colt as a successful gun maker

(Continued on page 15)
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Colt Revolvers, final
Samuel Colt was able to receive more government contracts after that for the Walker Colt, as further refinements
and improvements to that revolver occurred during the time before and during the Civil War. When he died in 1862
at the age of 48 he was a very wealthy man, having manufactured hundreds of thousands of revolving pistols and
rifles and his company influenced many other gun makers. Samuel Colt was a very cunning and innovative man and
he was recognized at the time as a titan of industry.
Samuel Colt's legacy is still seen today in currently manufactured revolvers.

Cylinder scene impressed around the cylinder of the Colt Walker and Colt Dragoon Revolvers
to commemorate the Battle of Walkers Creek.

170 Years Ago - June, 1849
First Future Kendall County Births
The earliest known documented births in future Kendall County lands occurred in 1849.
Julius Holekamp with a birthdate of June 10, 1849, nosed out by ten days fellow
Sisterdale resident Alfred Behr (6/20/1849). Both Julius and Alfred were followed
four months later by the birth of Anton Phillip (10/27/1849) in the Kreutzberg region.
For perspective, these births were so long ago that Sisterdale wasn’t officially Sisterdale until two years later (Post Office was established on 10/23/1851).

Julius Holekamp (left) and his
mother, Mrs. Friedrich Holekamp.
Photo from book: A Hundred Years in
Comfort, Texas, A Centennial History,
Guido E. Ransleben.

This was also three years and five years respectively before Boerne (1852) and
Comfort (1854) were plotted. County-wise in 1849 our lands were in Comal County…portions would later be carved out and included in Kerr County in 1856 and then
Blanco in 1858…only in 1862 was Kendall County organized.
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Comfort in the Civil War
165th Anniversary
By Anne & Mike Stewart
America’s Civil War touched all of us, from President Abraham Lincoln and his family in the White House in Washington, D.C. to Fraulein, Miss Minna Stieler, age 14 working as a domestic in the August Faltin residence on 7th and
Main Streets, Comfort, Texas. A large number of our families recount long remembered experiences, re-told from
generation to generation.
Comfort, Pct. 2, Kerr residents voted in the February 1861 secession election: “34 in favor and 53 against.” An estimated 30 eligible men declined to vote, “preferring to remain neutral” fearing “retaliation regardless of the results.” The state of Texas, ignoring the impassioned pleas of past-president and Governor Sam Houston and the
majority vote in Comfort, Pct. 2, seceded from the Union and joined the Confederate States of America.
Neither Union sympathizers nor Confederate supporters coped well with the new political situation in Comfort.
“Tension and ill feeling” engulfed the small community “creating suspicion and fear among neighbors, families and
friends.” Difficult days morphed into hard times into impossible conditions.
The Confederacy conscripted men age 18 to 35 into the military and put others to work in civilian capacities. Unionists resisted the occupation on site only to make the decision to leave the state. Some died. Some went to California. Others to Mexico. Two influential men retreated to Germany.

“Star and Bars”
First Official flag of the Confederacy
March 1861 to May 1863

Cont. Page 17
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Comfort Civil War, cont.
August Faltin owned and operated Comfort’s general store and Post Office on 7th and
Main Streets. He and his wife, Clara, lived in part of this structure. Staunch Union supporters from their arrival in 1856, secession had not changed their stance.

August & Clare Faltin

Faltin, recently returned from a business trip to Germany, slept in the residential portion
of the store and post office. Loud shouts, gunshots and horses moving restlessly broke
the night’s silence. The mob called him out. Faltin. We’re going to hang you from this
tree right here. Unionist. Traitor. No sound or movement or light from the house. The
noise and bedlam continued. The front door opened. Clara Faltin stepped out. She
stopped, looked around. The masked men looked back. . Seeing one man who seemed
familiar, she stepped forward ripping the bandanna from around his neck. “Mr. Burney.”
She recognized him. “Mr. Burney.” He’d been in their store, mailed correspondence in the post office. Men pulled at their horses. More shots rang in
the night. The men rode away. Mrs. Faltin returned to her husband. Obviously one visit from the Confederate night riders was one too many. Her
husband returned to Germany, returning home at war’s end.

Ernst Altgelt, Comfort’s founder and Confederate
supporter, brought down the wrath of Comfort’s
Faltin Store, Originally Goldbeck’s
Union men. Both Ernst and Emma Altgelt stood
strong with the South. Emma wrote in her Memoirs
years later, revealing a surprise. “We had a negro servant from the time my husband founded Comfort.” (This individual, a woman named Virginia, did not appear on the 1860 United
States Census in any capacity. Neither was she counted on the earlier Texas Slave Census.)
The confrontation at the Faltin residence was repeated at the Altgelt’s spacious domicile.
Night riders thundered up to the front door loudly demanding the “snob” show his face,
then and there. Ernst would hang. Comfort did not need a Confederate in town. Storming
out on the veranda, pistol in hand, Emma shouted: “I will shoot the first man who walks
through my door.” The horseback riders shouted again for the traitor Altgelt. Emma stood
firm, brandishing her firearm. Disgruntled and still angry, the Union night riders melted
away in the darkness of the pecan and cypress trees.

Ernest Hermann Altgelt

Emma told Ernst he must leave his town. “Go and stay with your father in Germany,” she
said. Ernst left Comfort late May or early June, 1863. He returned to Texas in time to participate in the last fight of the Civil War, the Battle of Palmito Ranch, May 12 – 13, 1865. The
Faltin family remained in Comfort and a Faltin descendant lives on the original Faltin property on 7th Street today. The Altgelt family lingered in Comfort, but upon receiving a good
offer on their Cypress Creek property, departed for San Antonio, January 1866. Ernst and
Emma Altgelt established what was to become the historic King William area.
Emma Murck Altgelt

Only in Comfort: two women, both residing on both ends of Main Street and challenged
by night riders, one Union wife and mother threatened by Confederates, one Confederate wife and mother menaced
by Unionists. Both women doing themselves proud.
Next Echoes – Indians in Comfort - 165th Anniversary – Part IV
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Gone But Not Forgotten:
A Historic Boerne Cemetery Tour
After a missed start due to the weather forecasts, the first annual Gone But Not Forgotten Historic Boerne Cemetery
Tour got underway on Saturday, May 25 and despite the drizzle, 75 folks turned out for a tour exploring the lives of
the pioneers, founders and law enforcement legends of Kendall County. We’d like to thank everyone who made the
effort to research and write scripts, dress in costume, study these cherished lives and help tour-goers gain a better
understanding of our rich history. We plan on doing it again, so stay tuned! This program was a partnership between the Genealogical Society of Kendall County, the PHPL and the Boerne Parks and Recreation Department.

George Wilkins Kendall (1809-1867)
Founder of the New Orleans-Picayune
County is named for him
Caroline de Valcourt (1796 -1873)
Born in Paris, France
Mother-in-law of George Kendall
Douglas William Kuebel (1910-1971)
16th Sheriff of Kendall County, 1955
Only KC Sheriff killed on duty

Frances Kuebel (1912-2002)
Appointed to fill husband’s term, 1971
Only woman Sheriff of KC

One of the six groups of
attendees listen raptly as
Hal Harwell tells them
about Sheriff Kuebel

Bruno Phillip (1887-1918)
WW I Hero, killed in France
VFW Post 688 named for him
Mary Anna Becker (1854-1947)
1st white female born in Boerne
Proprietor of Becker House Hotel
James Monroe Saner (1855-1923)
11th Sheriff of KC, 1909
Captured the Pitts & Yeager gang
John Stendebach (1826-1930)
5th Sheriff of KC, 1869
Stone mason for the Court House
George
August Zoeller (1861-1908)
10th Sheriff of KC, 1897
Re-elected five times
Helwig Zoeller (1855-1910)
8th Sheriff of KC, 1884
Son of a founder of Boerne

Charles Wetherbee portraying
Sheriff John Stendebach

Photo Credit: Karla Abbott

